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INTRODUCTION 


This  volume  contains  the  main  documents  which  the  first  Assembly 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  will  have  to  con¬ 
sider  in  its  sessions  dealing  with  the  Constitution,  policy,  programme 
and  organisation  of  the  Council. 

These  documents  have  all  been  adopted  by  the  Provisional 
Committee  —  which  represents  the  Committee  of  Four¬ 
teen  appointed  by  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  Conferences  together 
with  some  other  Church  leaders  who  were  co-opted  in  order  to  make 
the  Committee  more  representative.  It  was  understood  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  that  all  arrangements  made  by  this  Committee  were  provisional, 
and  that  the  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  would  be 
entirely  free  in  its  decisions  with  regard  to  the  Constitution,  the  policy, 
programme  and  organisation  of  the  Council. 

The  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Provisional  Committee  from  1938 
until  1948  which  is  printed  separately  explains  why  and  under  what 
circumstances  the  Provisional  Committee  adopted  the  policies  described 
in  these  documents. 
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LETTER  OF  INVITATION 


[Note]  This  letter  of  Invitation  was  sent  in  the  autumn  of  1938 
to  those  Churches  which  had  been  invited  to  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh 
Conferences.  After  the  war  it  was  also  sent  to  a  number  of  other  Churches 
which  the  Provisional  Committee  decided  to  invite. 

DEAR  BROTHER  IN  CHRIST 

We  forward  this  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  establishment  of  a 
World  Council  of  Churches,  at  a  time  of  critical  import¬ 
ance.  The  whole  Christian  Church  finds  itself  face  to  face  with  problems, 
needs,  and  forces  which  constitute  a  challenge  to  its  principles  and  even 
a  menace  to  its  life.  Often  before  in  its  long  history  the  Church  has 
found  in  such  a  challenge  the  occasion  for  exhibiting  afresh  to  the  world 
its  character  and  unity. 

The  proposal  now  made  to  establish  a  consultative  body  representing 
all  Churches  which  accept  its  basis  and  approve  its  aims,  and  to  which 
each  should  bring  its  own  distinctive  witness,  arises  by  an  inevitable 
process  from  the  development  of  various  movements  since  1910  —  and 
especially  of  those  movements  commonly  called  Life  and  Work  and 
Faith  and  Order.  But  it  comes  before  us  at  a  moment  when  the  need 
for  a  presentation  of  the  unity  of  Christian  people  in  face  of  unchristian 
and  antichristian  tendencies  in  the  world  is  of  peculiar  importance.  We 
hope  that  it  may  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  special  tasks  of  the 
world-wide  Church  in  the  world  today. 

Yet  it  is  not  only  or  chiefly  because  it  may  be  of  practical  convenience 
and  utility  that  we  commend  this  scheme.  Rather  it  is  because  the  very 
nature  of  the  Church  demands  that  it  shall  make  manifest  to  the  world 
the  unity  in  Christ  of  all  who  believe  in  Him.  The  full  unity  of  the 
Church  is  something  for  which  we  must  still  work  and  pray.  But  there 
exists  a  unity  in  allegiance  to  Our  Lord  for  the  manifestation  of  which 
we  are  responsible.  We  may  not  pretend  that  the  existing  unity  among 
Christians  is  greater  than  in  fact  it  is;  but  we  should  act  upon  it  so  far 
as  it  is  already  a  reality.  We  can  do  this  both  by  frank  discussion  of  our 
differences  on  the  basis  of  our  common  allegiance,  which  is  the  task  of 
the  Faith  and  Order  Movement,  and  by  combining  to  think  out  our 
witness  in  face  of  the  needs  of  the  world,  which  is  the  task  of  the  Life 
and  Work  Movement.  But  much  may  be  gained  by  drawing  these 
together,  for  already  the  two  Movements  have  been  led,  by  the  logic 
of  their  own  principles,  to  occupy  the  same  ground.  And  both  will  gain 
by  seeing  these  special  problems  against  the  background  of  the  Church’s 
primary  task  of  World  Evangelisation. 

We  are  under  no  delusions  with  regard  to  the  scope  of  our  suggestions. 
We  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  merely  by  acting  upon  them  we 
can  secure  the  triumph  of  Christian  principles.  The  remedy  for  those 
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evils  which  afflict  or  threaten  the  world  is  with  God  and  not  with  us. 
As  we  put  forward  these  proposals,  which  afford,  as  we  think,  the 
possibility  of  making  a  real  advance,  we  would  also  call  ourselves  and  all 
our  fellow-Christians  to  cast  all  their  care  on  God  in  deeper  repentance, 
and  in  more  trustful  prayer  for  the  strength  which  He  alone  can  give. 

Christians  can  never  be  dismayed  as  they  face  the  challenge  of  the 
world.  Looking  to  the  Risen  Christ  they  find  in  that  challenge  a  call 
to  go  forward  in  His  Name. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  E.  Aubrey 

G.  F.  Barbour 
Marc  Boegner 
William  Adams  Brown 
George  Cicestr: 

H.  Fuglsang-Damgaard 
William  Ebor: 

Erling  Eidem 
G.  Florovsky 

Germanos,  Archbishop  of  Thyateira 
John  R.  Mott 

S.  F.  H.  J.  Berkelbach  van  der  Sprenkel 
J.  Ross  Stevenson 
George  Craig  Stewart 
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CONSTITUTION  FOR  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL 

OF  CHURCHES 


[Note]  The  following  Constitution  was  drawn  up  hy  the  Utrecht- 
Conference  of  1938.  This  Conference  was  called  hy  the  Committee  of 
Fourteen  in  order  to  obtain  the  advice  of  a  larger  and  more  represent¬ 
ative  body  of  Church  leaders.  This  Constitution  was  adopted  by  the 
Committee  of  Fourteen  at  its  meeting  in  Utrecht  in  August  1938  and 
approved  by  the  Continuation  Committee  of  Faith  and  Order  at  its 
meeting  in  Clarens  in  August  1938.  It  was  sent  to  the  Churches  together 
with  the  Letter  of  Invitation. 

I  Basis.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  *  is  a  fellowship  of  Churches 
which  accept  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour.  It  is  constituted 
for  the  discharge  of  the  functions  set  out  below. 

II  Membership.  All  Churches  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  in 
the  World  Council  which  express  their  agreement  with  the  basis  upon 
which  the  Council  is  founded. 

After  the  Council  has  been  organized  the  application  of  Churches  to 
become  members  shall  be  considered  by  the  Assembly  or  its  Central 
[  Committee  as  it  may  be  advised  by  national  or  confessional  associations 
of  Churches. 

[N  o  t  e]  —  Under  the  word  Churches  are  included  such  denominations  as  are  com¬ 
posed  of  local  autonomous  churches. 

III  Functions.  The  functions  of  the  World  Council  shall  be: 

i.  To  carry  on  the  work  of  the  two  world  movements  for  Faith  and 
Order  and  for  Life  and  Work. 

ii.  To  facilitate  common  action  by  the  Churches. 

iii.  To  promote  cooperation  in  study. 

iv.  To  promote  the  growth  of  ecumenical  consciousness  in  the  members 
of  all  Churches. 

v.  To  establish  relations  with  denominational  federations  of  world¬ 
wide  scope  and  with  other  ecumenical  movements. 

vi.  To  call  world  conferences  on  specific  subjects  as  occasion  may 
require,  such  conferences  being  empowered  to  publish  their  own 
findings. 

[Note]  —  In  matters  of  common  interest  to  all  the  Churches  and  pertaining  to  Faith 
and  Order,  the  Council  shall  always  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  basis  on  which 
the  Lausanne  (1927)  and  Edinburgh  (1937)  Conferences  were  called  and  conducted. 


The  official  translations  are: 

QEkumenischer  Rat  der  Kirchen 
Conseil  CEcumenique  des  Eglises 
Koivcovia  tc ov  ’ Exub^oicov. 
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IV  Authority.  The  World  Council  shall  offer  counsel  and  provide 
opportunity  of  united  action  in  matters  of  common  interest. 

It  may  take  action  on  behalf  of  constituent  Churches  in  such  matters 
as  one  or  more  of  them  may  commit  to  it. 

It  shall  have  authority  to  call  regional  and  world  conferences  on 
specific  subjects  as  occasion  may  require. 

The  World  Council  shall  not  legislate  for  the  Churches;  nor  shall  it 
act  for  them  in  any  manner  except  as  indicated  above  or  as  may  hereafter 
be  specified  by  the  constituent  Churches. 

V  Organization.  The  World  Council  shall  discharge  its  func¬ 
tions  through  the  following  bodies: 

i.  An  Assembly  which  shall  be  the  principal  authority  in  the  Council, 
and  shall  ordinarily  meet  every  five  years.  The  Assembly  shall  be 
composed  of  official  representatives  of  the  Churches  or  groups  of 
Churches  adhering  to  it  and  directly  appointed  by  them.  It  shall 
consist  of  not  more  than  450  members  who  shall  be  apportioned  as 
is  provided  hereafter.  They  shall  serve  for  five  years,  their  term  of 
service  beginning  in  the  year  before  the  Assembly  meets. 

The  membership  shall  be  allocated  provisionally  as  follows: 

85,  representing  the  Orthodox  Churches  throughout  the  world,  allocated  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  decide; 

no,  representing  the  Churches  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  allocated  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  decide; 

60,  representing  the  Churches  of  Great  Britain  and  Eire,  allocated  in  such  manner 
as  they  may  decide; 

90,  representing  the  Churches  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  Canada,  alloc¬ 
ated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

50,  representing  the  Churches  of  Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America  and  the  Pacific 
Islands,  to  be  appointed  by  them  as  they  may  decide; 

25,  representing  the  Churches  of  South  Africa,  Australasia  and  areas  not  otherwise 
represented,  to  be  appointed  by  them,  such  places  to  be  allocated  by  the  Central 
Committee; 

and,  not  more  than  30  members  representing  minority  Churches,  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Central  Committee  are  not  granted  adequate  representation  by  the 
above  provisions  of  this  section,  such  Churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world 
confessional  organizations. 

The  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  appoint  Officers  of  the  World  Council 
and  of  the  Assembly  at  its  discretion.' 

The  members  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  both  clerical  and  lay  persons 
—  men  and  women.  In  order  to  secure  that  approximately  one  third  of 
the  Assembly  shall  consist  of  lay  persons  the  Central  Committee,  in 
consultation  with  the  different  areas  and  groups,  shall  suggest  plans  to 
achieve  this  end. 

ii.  A  Central  Committee  which  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  90 
members  designated  by  the  Churches,  or  groups  of  Churches,  from 
among  persons  whom  these  Churches  have  elected  as  members  of 
the  Assembly.  They  shall  serve  from  the  beginning  of  the  Assembly 
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meeting  until  the  next  Assembly,  unless  the  Assembly  otherwise 
determine.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  membership  of  the  Central 
Committee  shall  be  filled  by  the  Churches  or  group  of  Churches 
concerned.  This  Committee  shall  be  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly. 
The  Assembly  shall  have  authority  to  modify  the  allocation  of 
members  of  the  Central  Committee  as  herein  provided,  both  as  to 
the  manner  and  as  to  the  ratio  of  the  allocation. 

The  membership  shall  be  allocated  provisionally  as  follows: 

17,  of  whom  at  least  3  shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the  Orthodox  Churches 
throughout  the  world,  allocated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

22,  of  whom  at  least  5  shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the  Churches  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  allocated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

12,  of  whom  at  least  4  shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the  Churches  of  Great 
Britain  and  Eire  allocated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

18,  of  whom  at  least  5  shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the  Churches  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Canada,  allocated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

10,  of  whom  at  least  2  shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the  Churches  of  Asia, 
Africa,  Latin  America  and  the  Pacific  Islands,  to  be  appointed  by  them  as  they  may 
decide; 

5,  of  whom  at  least  2  shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the  Churches  of  South 
Africa,  Australasia  and  areas  not  otherwise  represented,  to  be  appointed  by  them, 
such  places  to  be  allocated  by  the  Central  Committee; 

and,  not  more  than  6  members  representing  minority  Churches,  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Central  Committee  are  not  granted  adequate  representation  by  the  above 
provisions  of  this  section,  such  Churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world  confessional 
organizations. 

The  Central  Committee  shall  have  the  following  powers: 

a)  It  shall,  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly,  carry  out  the  Assembly’s  instruc¬ 
tions  and  exercise  its  functions,  except  that  of  amending  the  Constitution,  or  modifying 
the  allocation  of  its  own  members. 

b)  It  shall  be  the  finance  committee  of  the  Assembly  formulating  its  budget  and 
securing  its  financial  support. 

c)  It  shall  name  and  elect  its  own  Officers  from  among  its  members  and  appoint 
its  own  secretarial  staff. 

d)  The  Central  Committee  shall  meet  normally  once  every  calendar  year,  and 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  its  own  Executive  Committee. 

[Quorum]  —  No  business,  except  what  is  required  for  carrying  forward  the 
current  activities  of  the  Council,  shall  be  transacted  in  either  the  Assembly  or  the 
Central  Committee  unless  one  half  of  the  total  membership  is  present. 

VI  Appointment  of  Commissions.  The  World  Council 
shall  discharge  part  of  its  functions  by  the  appointment  of  Commissions. 
These  shall  be  established  under  the  authority  of  the  Assembly,  whether 
they  be  actually  nominated  by  the  Assembly  or  by  the  Central  Committee 
acting  under  its  instructions.  The  Commissions  shall,  between  meetings 
of  the  Assembly,  report  annually  to  the  Central  Committee  which  shall 
exercise  general  supervision  over  them.  The  Commissions  may  add  to 
their  membership  clerical  and  lay  persons  approved  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Central  Committee. 

In  particular,  the  Assembly  shall  make  provisions  by  means  of 
appropriate  Commissions  for  carrying  on  the  activities  of  Faith  and 
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Order  and  of  Life  and  Work.  There  shall  be  a  Faith  and  Order  Com¬ 
mission  which  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Second  World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  held  at  Edinburgh  in  1937  (see  below). 

VII  Other  Ecumenical  Christian  Organizations. 
World  Confessional  Associations  and  such  Ecumenical  Organizations  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  Central  Committee  may  be  invited  to  send 
representatives  to  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Central 
Committee  in  a  consultative  capacity,  in  such  numbers  as  the  Central 
Committee  shall  determine. 

VIII  Amendments.  The  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a 
two-third  majority  vote  of  the  Assembly,  provided  that  the  proposed 
amendment  shall  have  been  reviewed  by  the  Central  Committee,  and 
notice  of  it  sent  to  the  constituent  Churches  not  less  than  six  months 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly.  The  Central  Committee  itself,  as 
well  as  the  individual  Churches,  shall  have  the  right  to  propose  such 
amendment. 


[N  ote]  The  requirements  of  the  Second  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order, 
held  at  Edinburgh  in  1937,  referred  to  above,  are  the  following: 

a)  That  the  World  Council’s  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  shall,  in  the  first 
instance,  be  the  Continuation  Committee  appointed  by  this  Conference. 

b)  In  any  further  appointments  made  by  the  Council  to  membership  of  the 
Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  the  persons  appointed  shall  always  be  members 
of  the  Churches  which  fall  within  the  terms  of  the  Faith  and  Order  invitation  as 
addressed  to  c:all  Christian  bodies  throughout  the  world  which  accept  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour”. 

c)  The  work  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  shall  be  carried  on  under  the 
general  care  of  a  Theological  Secretariat  appointed  by  the  Commission,  in  consultation 
with  the  Council  and  acting  in  close  cooperation  with  other  secretariats  of  the 
Council.  The  Council  shall  make  adequate  financial  provision  for  the  work  of  the 
Commission  after  consultation  with  the  Commission. 

d)  In  matters  of  common  interest  to  all  the  Churches  and  pertaining  to  Faith  and 
Order,  the  Council  shall  always  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  basis  on  which  this 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  was  called  and  is  being  conducted. 

e)  The  World  Council  shall  consist  of  official  representatives  of  the  Churches 
participating. 

f)  Any  Council  formed  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  Central  Assembly  shall  be 
called  Provisional,  and  the  Assembly,  representing  all  the  Churches,  shall  have 
complete  freedom  to  determine  the  constitution  of  the  Central  Council. 
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EXPLANATORY  MEMORANDUM 


I.  HISTORICAL 

[Note]  This  Explanatory  Memorandum  written  hy  Archbishop 
William  Temple  was  sent  to  the  Churches  together  with  the  Letter  of 
Invitation  and  the  proposed  Constitution. 

The  project  of  a  World  Council  of  Churches  has  arisen  out  of  the 
natural  development  of  the  two  Movements  known  as  the  Life  and 
Work  and  the  Faith  and  Order  Movements.  This  develop¬ 
ment  had  led  to  considerable  overlapping  with  consequent  waste  of  time 
and  energy.  Consequently  at  their  separate  sessions  held  in  August  and 
September,  1936,  in  successive  weeks,  the  Universal  Christian 
Council  for  Life  and  Work,  and  the  Continuation 
Committee  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order,  passed  resolutions  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  review  the  work  of  ecumenical  cooperation  since  the  Stockholm 
and  Lausanne  Conferences,  and  to  report  to  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh 
Conferences  regarding  the  future  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  this  Committee  should  be  appointed  by  a 
group  representing  various  ecumenical  movements,  and  should  consist 
mainly  of  persons  holding  positions  of  ecclesiastical  responsibility  in  the 
different  Churches,  but  should  also  contain  representatives  or  the  view¬ 
point  of  laymen,  women  and  youth,  and  some  officers  of  the  Ecumenical 
Movements. 

The  group  designated  for  this  purpose,  after  consultation  with  the 
leaders  of  the  movements  and  the  Churches,  constituted  the  Committee, 
known  as  the  Committee  of  Thirty-Five.  This  Committee  of  Thirty-Five 
met  at  Westfield  College,  Elampstead,  London,  in  July  1937,  and 
unanimously  recommended  that  each  of  the  two  World  Conferences  at 
Oxford  and  Edinburgh  should  adopt  certain  proposals  for  the  foundation 
of  a  World  Council  of  Churches,  the  first  of  which  was: 

‘That  the  Conference  regards  it  as  desirable  that,  with  a  view  to 
facilitating  the  more  effective  action  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the 
modern  world,  the  movements  known  as  Life  and  Work  and  Faith  and 
Order  should  be  more  closely  related  in  a  body  representative  of  the 
Churches  and  caring  for  the  interests  of  each  Movement.’ 

At  both  World  Conferences  the  proposal  was  approved  in  principle, 
and  each  appointed  seven  members,  with  alternates,  to  form  together  a 
Constituent  Committee  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  revising  and  com¬ 
pleting  the  scheme,  of  submitting  it  to  the  Churches,  and  of  convening 
the  World  Council.  The  Faith  and  Order  Conference  added  a  demand 
that  certain  guarantees  for  the  continuity  of  its  own  work  should  be 
added,  and  instructed  its  seven  representatives  to  cooperate  in  submitting 
the  scheme  to  the  Churches  only  if  its  Continuation  Committee  had 
approved  the  scheme  as  incorporating  the  guarantees  required. 


The  Constituent  Committee  of  Fourteen  was  unwilling  to  attempt 
unaided  the  whole  discharge  of  its  responsibility.  It  therefore  invited  the 
Churches  to  appoint  representatives  to  a  Conference  which  was  held  at 
Utrecht  on  May  9-13,  1938.  The  scheme  which  was  prepared  with  the 
help  of  this  Conference  was  considered  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  which  met  at  Clarens  from  August  29  -  September 
1,  1938.  After  requiring  two  slight  modifications,  it  was  able  to  resolve: 
‘That  the  Constitution  of  the  World  Council  as  presented  and  amended 
conforms  to  the  requirements  made  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  Faith  and 
Order  members  of  the  Constituent  Committee  of  Fourteen  are  therefore 
at  liberty  to  cooperate  with  their  colleagues  in  submitting  this  scheme 
to  the  Churches’. 

Two  points  will  be  noticed  in  this  recital  of  the  history  of  the  proposal: 
first,  the  originators  of  the  scheme  are  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  and  the  Life  and  Work  Movements.  The  World  Council 
represents  a  new  form  of  cooperation  between  these  two  Movements; 
it  will  mainly  be  concerned  to  carry  on  their  work;  it  is  therefore  to  be 
regarded  as  a  continuation  of  their  activities.  Secondly,  at  two  stages 
the  leaders  of  those  Movements  called  into  consultation  representatives 
of  the  Churches,  first  a  selected  group  at  Westfield  College  in  1937, 
and  later  a  strong  body  of  officially  appointed  delegates  at  Utrecht  in 
1938.  The  scheme  now  submitted  is  that  which  was  approved  at  Utrecht, 
modified  as  required  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Continuation  Committee. 

II.  THE  CONSTITUTION 

1.  1  he  Basis.  This  contains  two  points.  First,  the  Council  is 
envisaged  as  a  fellowship  of  Churches  exercising  its  functions  through 
different  organs  (see  5  and  6  below).  It  is  not  a  federation  as  commonly 
understood,  and  its  Assembly  and  Central  Committee  will  have  no 
constitutional  authority  whatever  over  its  constituent  Churches.  Any 
authority  that  it  may  have  will  consist  in  the  weight  it  carries  with  the 
Churches  by  its  own  wisdom. 

Secondly,  it  stands  on  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
Saviour.  As  its  brevity  shows,  the  basis  is  an  affirmation  of  the  Christian 
faitii  of  the  participating  Churches,  and  not  a  creedal  test  to  judge 
Churches  or  persons.  It  is  an  affirmation  of  the  Incarnation  and  the 
Atonement.  T  he  Council  desires  to  be  a  fellowship  of  those  Churches 
which  accept  these  truths.  But  it  does  not  concern  itself  with  the  manner 
*n  the  Churches  interpret  them.  It  will  therefore  be  the  respon¬ 

sibility  of  each  particular  Church  to  decide  whether  it  can  collaborate 
on  this  basis. 

2.  Membership.  This  clause  calls  for  little  comment.  The  second 
paragraph  aims  at  securing  due  representation  of  those  Minority-Churches 
for  which  this  might  not  be  secured  under  any  inelastic  system,  while 


avoiding  any  such  excessive  representation  of  very  small  bodies  as  would 
destroy  a  reasonable  balance. 

3.  Functions.  Here  the  main  point  of  importance  is  that  the 
Council  exists  to  serve  the  Churches,  not  to  control  them  (see  4  below), 
and  that  continuance  of  the  Faith  and  Order  and  of  the  Life  and  Work 
Movements  is  put  in  the  fore-front. 

4.  Authority.  This  partly  expands  3  above.  Special  attention  is 
called  to  the  last  clause.  Not  only  has  the  Council  no  power  to  legislate 
for  the  participating  Churches;  it  is  also  forbidden  to  act  in  their  name 
except  so  far  as  all  or  any  of  them  have  commissioned  it  to  do  so. 

5.  Organization,  i.  The  principal  authority  in  the  Council 
will  be  the  Assembly.  This  will  consist  of  representatives  of  the 
Churches,  directly  appointed  by  them.  It  is  intended  to  invite  every 
Church  which  was  invited  to  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  Conferences 
to  be  represented,  and  also  others  in  accordance  with  the  most  careful 
survey  which  it  is  possible  to  make.  Thus  the  continuity  with  the  two 
Ecumenical  Movements  will  be  preserved  without  exclusion  of  any 
entitled  to  membership. 

The  phrase  groups  of  Churches  is  intended  to  cover  the  case  of  some 
very  small  denominations  and  also  that  of  Churches  such  as  some  in 
Asia  and  Africa  which  are  accustomed  to  act  together  in  such  matters. 

In  view  of  the  nature  of  the  Assembly’s  interests,  great  importance  is 
attached  to  the  securing  of  a  considerable  representation  of  the  laity. 

ii.  The  Central  Committee  is  to  be  chosen  from  among 
the  members  of  the  Assembly.  The  scheme  provides  that  its  members 
also  shall  be  directly  nominated  for  this  service  by  their  own  Churches. 
This  will  involve  that  in  each  regional  group  the  Churches  concerned 
should  agree  among  themselves  on  each  occasion  which  of  them  should 
appoint  members  of  the  Committee.  It  may  be  that  when  the  Assembly 
meets  it  will  modify  this  procedure.  Such  difficulties  as  exist  arise  from 
the  need  to  keep  the  size  of  the  Committee  within  the  limits  appropriate 
to  committee  work  and  to  comparatively  frequent  meetings. 

6.  Commissions.  These  form  a  familiar  part  of  the  machinery  of 
the  Life  and  Work  and  the  Faith  and  Order  Movements.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  is  to  be  conducted  on  the 
basis  hitherto  accepted  by  that  Movement.  Members  of  Commissions  need 
not  be  members  of  the  Assembly  or  Central  Committee,  and  may  include 
persons  who  are  members  of  Churches  which  have  not  joined  the  Council. 
Thus  it  is  hoped  that  the  establishment  of  the  World  Council  will  not 
involve  any  narrowing  of  the  area  of  cooperation  hitherto  enjoyed  in 
this  field. 

7.  Other  Ecumenical  Christian  Organisations. 
A  World  Council  of  Churches  should  be  in  touch  with  the  Confessional 
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"World  Organisations  of  the  Churches  and  with  the  main  Christian 
activities  which  are  organised  on  a  world-wide  scale  —  such  as  the  great 
Youth  Organisations,  the  World  Alliance  for  International  Friendship 
through  the  Churches,  and,  not  in  the  last  place,  the  International 
Missionary  Council. 

8.  Amendments.  Evidently  provision  must  be  made  for  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Constitution.  But  in  the  case  of  an  organisation  to  which 
the  Churches  have  given  their  consent,  special  safeguards  are  needed.  The 
clause  aims  at  providing  adequate  safeguards  without  rendering  the 
difficulties  of  amendment  insuperable. 

III.  AD-INTERIM  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Conference  at  Utrecht  invited  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Fourteen  and  their  alternates  appointed  by  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh 
Conferences,  to  serve  as  a  Provisional  Committee,  together  with  such 
additional  members,  not  exceeding  three  in  each  instance,  as  the 
Administrative  Committee  of  Life  and  Work  and  the  Continuation 
Committee  of  the  Edinburgh  Conference  might  appoint,  should  they 
desire  to  do  so.  This  Committee  will  exercise  only  such  powers  and 
functions  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Administrative  Committee  of 
Life  and  Work  or  the  Continuation  Committee  of  Faith  and  Order. 

It  is  understood  that  all  arrangements  and  appointments  made  by  the 
Provisional  Committee  are  provisional,  and  that  the  World  Council  is 
entirely  free  to  determine  the  tasks  which  it  will  undertake  and  the 
provision  in  personnel  and  finance  required  for  carrying  them  out. 

The  Conference  requested  the  Provisional  Committee  to  make  such 
arrangements  and  appointments  as  may  be  required  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  work  of  the  Life  and  Work  and  the  Faith  and  Order  Movements. 
The  Conference  suggested  that  the  Provisional  Committee  should  appoint 
a  small  Administrative  Committee  to  act  on  its  behalf  until  its  next 
meeting.  The  appointment  of  the  Provisional  Committee  was  officially 
confirmed  by  action  of  the  Life  and  Work  Administrative  Committee 
in  May  1938  and  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Continuation  Committee  in 
August  1938. 


PROPOSED  CHANGES  IN  THE  CONSTITUTION 


INTRODUCTION 

Since  the  Utrecht  constitution  is  the  basis  on  which  the  Churches  have  agreed  to  meet 
together,  the  first  Assembly  at  Amsterdam  is  convened  according  to  the  provisions  of 
that  constitution.  But  ten  years  have  passed  since  that  document  was  drawn  up;  new 
circumstances  have  arisen,  and  experience  has  been  gained.  The  Provisional  Committee 
of  the  World  Council  has,  therefore,  been  obliged  to  study  the  ‘Utrecht’  constitution 
anew,  and  to  ask  itself  what  changes  in  the  original  document  should  be  proposed 
to  the  Assembly  for  its  consideration  and  decision.  The  results  of  this  study  are 
contained  in  the  report  on  constitutional  matters  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Prov¬ 
isional  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  April  1947  at  Buck  Hill  Falls  (see  p.  91 — 96  of 
the  printed  minutes  of  that  meeting).  Since  the  Utrecht  constitution  provides  that 
notice  of  proposed  amendments  be  sent  to  the  constituent  Churches  not  less  than  six 
months  before  the  Assembly,  these  amendments  were  submitted  to  the  particip¬ 
ating  Churches  in  January  1948.  Participating  Churches  are  entitled  to  submit  amend¬ 
ments,  provided  that  such  proposed  amendments  have  been  reviewed  by  the  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee  and  notice  of  them  sent  to  the  constituent  Churches  not  less  than 
six  months  before  the  Assembly. 

The  commentary  is  not  ‘official’,  and  is  simply  given  to  explain  the  background  of 
the  various  amendments. 


A.  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  II 

The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  Article  II  such 
that  the  article  would  read  as  follows: 

Those  Churches  shall  he  eligible  for  membership  in  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
which  express  their  agreement  with  the  basis  upon  which  the  Council  is  founded  and 
satisfy  such  criteria  as  the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  may  prescribe.  Election 
to  membership  shall  be  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Assembly ,  each  member  Church 
having  one  vote.  Any  application  for  membership  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly 
may  be  considered  by  the  Central  Committee;  if  the  application  is  supported  by 
a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  Committee ,  this  action  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
Churches  that  are  members  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches ,  and  unless  objection 
is  received  from  more  than  one-third  of  the  member  Churches  within  six  months  the 
applicant  shall  be  declared  elected. 

Commentary 

During  the  years  since  the  original  Constitution  was  drafted,  it  has  become  clear  that 
certain  conditions  of  membership  must  be  laid  down.  Membership  in  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  would  lose  its  significance,  if  every  small  group  of  persons  who 
constitute  themselves  into  a  separate  ‘Church’  could  join  by  the  mere  fact  of  its 
acceptance  of  the  basis  and  constitution  of  the  World  Council.  The  Provisional 
Committee  has  already  decided  on  several  criteria  which  are  to  be  applied  until  the 
Assembly  meets.  But  since  these  criteria  may  have  to  be  more  clearly  defined  in  the 
light  of  experience,  it  is  proposed  to  print  these  in  the  ‘Rules  and  Regulations’,  which 
can  be  more  easily  changed  than  the  Constitution.  (See  article  I  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations.) 


B.  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  III 

The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  Article  III: 
to  add  to  the  list  of  six  functions  a  seventh  function,  to  read  as  follows: 

VII:  To  support  the  Churches  in  their  task  of  evangelisation. 
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Commentary 

The  Provisional  Committee  believes  that  a  full  revision  of  the  whole  article  dealing 
with  functions  may  become  desirable  at  a  later  date  in  the  light  of  actual  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  World  Council’s  activities.  For  the  present  it  recommends  this  one 
addition  so  as  to  give  clear  expression  to  its  desire  to  collaborate  with  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Missionary  Council  in  the  task  of  world-wide  evangelisation  and  to  stimulate 
and  assist  the  Churches  in  meeting  more  adequately  their  responsibilities  for  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  all  men  everywhere  in  all  their  individual 
and  social  relationships. 


C.  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  V,  SECTION  (i) 

The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  Article  V, 
Section  (i)  as  follows: 

to  delete  in  the  first  paragraph  of  Article  V,  Section  (i)  the  sentence  ‘it  shall  consist 
of  not  more  than  450  members  who  shall  be  apportioned  as  is  provided  hereafter’, 
and  to  substitute  therefor  this  sentence: 

It  shall  consist  of  members  whose  number  shall  be  determined  by  each  Assembly 
for  the  subsequent  Assembly;  and  they  shall  be  apportioned  as  is  provided  hereafter. 

Commentary 

In  preparing  for  the  first  Assembly  it  has  become  clear  that  in  order  to  get  adequate 
representation  from  the  Churches  and  to  get  the  desirable  representation  of  laymen 
and  women,  it  may  well  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the  Assembly.  The  number  will 
naturally  depend  on  the  number  of  member  Churches  and  may  have  to  be  adjusted 
from  time  to  time.  It  is,  therefore,  preferable  to  leave  to  each  Assembly  the  power 
to  determine  the  size  of  the  next  Assembly.  The  proposed  amendment  is  designed  to 
give  the  1948  Assembly  the  opportunity  to  take  a  decision  on  this  point. 

D.  ANOTHER  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  V, 

SECTION  (i) 

The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  Article  V, 
Section  (i)  as  follows: 

to  change  the  last  sentence  of  the  first  paragraph  of  Article  V,  Section  (i)  so  that 
it  shall  read: 

Their  term  of  service  shall  begin  within  the  year  before  the  Assembly  meets ,  and 
they  shall  serve  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 

Commentary 

The  original  article  restricted  the  term  of  service  of  Assembly  members  to  five  years. 
But  it  cannot  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  Assembly  will  necessarily  be  held  every 
fifth  year.  The  period  between  Assemblies  may  sometimes  be  shorter  and  sometimes 
be  longer.  The  article  should  provide  for  that  eventuality. 


E.  ANOTHER  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  V, 

SECTION  (i) 

The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  Article  V, 
Section  (i)  as  follows: 

to  change  the  last  sentence  of  the  last  paragraph  of  Article  V,  Section  (i)  so  that 
it  shall  read: 

In  order  to  secure  that  approximately  one-third  of  the  Assembly  shall  consist  of 
lay  persons,  the  Central  Committee,  in  allocating  to  the  member  Churches  their 
places  in  the  Assembly,  shall  strongly  urge  each  Church  to  observe  this  provision. 
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Commentary 

Experience  shows  that  the  representation  of  lay  persons  in  adequate  numbers  depends 
to  a  large  extent  on  the  size  of  the  Assembly.  At  the  present  time  many  Churches 
have  only  one  or  two  representatives,  which  restriction  makes  it  difficult  for  them 
to  include  laymen  in  their  delegation.  In  the  light  of  the  proposed  amendment  con¬ 
cerning  the  size  of  the  Assembly,  the  original  article  becomes  superfluous,  but  it 
remains  necessary  to  instruct  the  Central  Committee  to  urge  the  Churches  as  strongly 
as  possible  to  include  lay  persons  in  their  representation. 


F.  PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  ARTICLE  V 

The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  proposed  amendments  to  Article  V,  as 
follows: 

(a)  Omit  the  entire  portion  which  allocates  seats  in  the  Assembly  to  the  various 
areas,  beginning:  ‘The  membership  shall  be  allocated  provisionally  as  follows’  and 
ending  ‘such  Churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world  confessional  organisations’,  and 
substitute  therefor  the  following  paragraph: 

Seats  in  the  Assembly  shall  be  allocated  to  the  member  Churches  by  the  Central 
Committee,  due  regard  being  given  to  such  factors  as  numerical  size,  adequate  con¬ 
fessional  representation  and  adequate  geographical  distribution.  Suggestions  for  re¬ 
adjustment  in  the  allocation  of  seats  may  be  made  to  the  Central  Committee  by 
member  Churches  or  by  groups  of  member  Churches,  confessional,  regional  or  national, 
and  these  readjustments  shall  become  effective  if  approved  by  the  Central  Committee 
and  the  member  Churches  concerned. 

(b)  Substitute  in  section  (ii)  for  the  first  paragraph  and  for  the  section  dealing 
with  allocation  of  seats  in  the  Central  Committee,  ending  with  the  words  ‘such 
Churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world  confessional  organisations’,  the  following 
paragraph: 

(ii)  A  Central  Committee,  which  shall  be  a  committee  of  the  Assembly  and  which 
shall  consist  of  not  more  than  90  members  chosen  by  the  Assembly  from  among 
persons  whom  the  Churches  have  appointed  as  members  of  the  Assembly.  They  shall 
serve  until  the  next  Assembly,  unless  the  Assembly  otherwise  determine.  Membership 
in  the  Central  Committee  shall  be  distributed  among  the  member  Churches  by  the 
Assembly,  due  regard  being  given  to  such  factors  as  numerical  size,  adequate  con¬ 
fessional  representation  and  adequate  geographical  distribution.  Any  vacancy  ocur- 
ring  in  the  membership  of  the  Central  Committee  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Central  Committee  upon  nomination  of  the  Church  or  Churches 
concerned. 


Commentary 

This  amendment  represents  the  most  important  change  which  is  proposed.  The  original 
constitution  emphasised  the  principle  of  geographical  representation.  The  proposed 
amendment  does  not  do  away  with  that  principle,  but  introduces  other  important 
principles.  In  allocating  seats  in  the  Assembly  and  in  distributing  membership  in  the 
Central  Committee,  due  regard  will  have  to  be  given  to  various  factors  which  include 
the  confessional  and  geographical  ones.  The  amendment  implies  that  the  distribution 
of  seats  in  the  two  main  bodies  can  be  restudied  from  time  to  time  in  the  light  of 
new  circumstances.  A  further  change  is  that  the  members  of  the  Central  Committee 
are  chosen  by  the  Assembly  rather  than  by  the  Churches.  The  advantage  of  this 
provision  is  that  the  Central  Committee  can  begin  to  function  immediately  after  or 
even  during  the  Assembly.  The  original  provision  that  members  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  must  be  persons  appointed  by  the  Churches  as  members  of  the  Assembly, 
remains  unchanged. 
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G.  PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  ARTICLE  VII 


The  Provisional  Committee  gives  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  Article  VII, 
so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows: 

(i)  Such  World  Confessional  Associations  and  such  Ecumenical  Organisations  as 
may  he  designated  by  the  Central  Committee  may  be  invited  to  send  representatives 
to  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Central  Committee  in  a  consultative 
capacity,  in  such  numbers  as  the  Central  Committee  shall  determine. 

(ii)  Such  constituent  bodies  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  such 
nation-wide  councils  of  Churches  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Central  Committee 
may  be  invited  to  send  representatives  to  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the 
Central  Committee  in  a  consultative  capacity ,  in  such  numbers  as  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  determine. 

Commentary 

The  first  of  these  two  paragraphs  makes  it  clear  that  the  Central  Committee  is  to 
decide  which  confessional  bodies  and  which  ecumenical  organisations  shall  be  invited 
to  send  representatives  in  a  consultative  capacity  to  World  Council  meetings. 

The  second  paragraph  represents  an  addition  to  the  Constitution.  It  refers  both  to 
the  national  Christian  Councils  in  the  lands  of  the  Younger  Churches  which  are 
constituent  members  of  the  International  Missionary  Council,  and  to  the  nation-wide 
Councils  of  Churches  which  have  grown  up  in  the  lands  of  the  older  Churches.  It  is 
based  on  the  conviction  that  the  World  Council  must  recognise  the  very  important 
role  which  many  of  these  councils  play  in  the  ecumenical  movement,  and  that  close 
relations  must  be  maintained  with  these  councils.  The  World  Council  is  a  Council  of 
Churches  and  not  a  Council  of  Councils  of  Churches.  The  Churches  remain  the  only 
constituent  members  of  the  World  Council.  But  is  is  proposed  that  consultative 
relations  be  established  with  those  Councils  of  Churches  which  may  be  specially 
designated  by  the  Central  Committee. 

H.  PROPOSED  ARTICLE  IX 

It  is  proposed  that  the  following  new  article  be  added  to  the  Constitution: 

The  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  may  make  and  amend  Rules  and  Regul¬ 
ations  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  Council’s  business,  of  its  Committees  and 
Departments,  and  generally  all  matters  within  the  discharge  of  its  task. 

Commentary 

This  article  is  necessary  in  order  to  give  legal  standing  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
which  will  deal  with  the  many  questions  of  organisation,  conduct  of  business,  admini¬ 
stration,  etc.,  which  must  be  regulated  in  a  more  flexible  manner.  These  Bye-laws  will 
also  be  submitted  to  the  Assembly.  The  Rules  and  Regulations  proposed  by  the 
Provisional  Committee  are  printed  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


[Note]  The  following  Rules  and  Regulations  have  been  drawn  up 
by  a  special  committee  on  the  subject  and  have  been  approved  by  the 
Provisional  Committee  for  submission  to  the  Assembly. 


The  World  Council  of  Churches  shall  be  ‘governed  by  the  following 
rules  and  regulations  which  are  to  be  interpreted  in  the  light  of  its 
Constitution. 


I.  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Members  of  the  Council  are  those  Churches  which  have  agreed  together 
to  constitute  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  those  Churches  which 
are  admitted  to  membership  in  accordance  with  the  following  rules. 

1.  Churches  which  desire  to  become  members  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  shall  apply  to  the  General  Secretary  in  writing. 

2.  The  General  Secretary  shall  submit  such  applications  to  the 
Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  (see  Article  II  of  the  Constitution) 
together  with  such  information  as  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Central 
Committee  to  make  a  decision  on  the  application. 

3.  The  following  criteria,  among  others,  shall  be  applied,  in  addition 
to  the  primary  requirement  of  the  Constitution  that  Churches  eligible 
for  consideration  for  membership  shall  be  those  ‘which  express  their 
agreement  with  the  basis  upon  which  the  Council  is  formed.’ 

a)  Autonomy.  A  Church  which  is  to  be  admitted  must  give  evidence  of  autonomy. 
An  autonomous  Church  is  one  which,  while  recognising  the  essential  interdependence 
of  the  Churches,  particularly  those  of  the  same  confession,  is  responsible  to  no  other 
Church  for  the  conduct  of  its  own  life,  including  the  training,  ordination  and 
maintenance  of  its  ministry,  the  enlisting,  development  and  activity  of  the  lay 
forces,  the  propagation  of  the  Christian  message,  the  determination  of  relationship 
with  other  churches,  and  the  use  of  funds  at  its  disposal  from  whatever  source. 

b)  Stability.  A  Church  should  not  be  admitted  unless  it  has  given  sufficient 
evidence  of  stability  in  life  and  organisation  to  become  recognised  as  a  Church  by  its 
sister  Churches,  and  should  have  an  established  programme  of  Christian  nurture  and 
evangelism. 

c)  Size.  The  question  of  size  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 

d)  Relationship  with  other  Churches.  Regard  must  also  be  given  to  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  the  Church  to  other  Churches,  especially  to  Churches  of  the  same  confession 
and  to  Churches  in  the  same  area. 

4.  Before  Churches  which  are  recognised  as  full  members  of  one  of 
the  confessional  or  denominational  world  alliances  with  which  the 
Council  co-operates  are  admitted,  the  advice  of  these  world  alliances 
shall  be  sought. 

5.  Invitations  to  membership  can  be  issued  only  by  the  Assembly  or 
the  Central  Committee. 
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6.  A  Church  which  desires  to  resign  its  membership  in  the  Council 
can  do  so  at  any  time.  A  Church  which  has  once  resigned,  but  desires 
again  to  join  the  Council,  must  again  apply  for  membership. 

II.  THE  ASSEMBLY 

1.  Officers  and  Business  Committee 

a)  At  the  first  business  session  of  the  Assembly  the  Executive  Committee  shall 
present  to  the  Assembly  its  proposals  for  the  Chairmanship  and  for  the  membership 
of  the  Business  Committee  of  the  Assembly. 

b)  Other  names  may  also  be  proposed  at  the  first  business  session  by  any  group 
of  six  members  of  the  Assembly.  Such  proposals  must  be  made  in  writing. 

c)  Election  shall  be  by  ballot. 

2.  Composition  of  the  Assembly 

a)  Members.  Full  membership  in  the  Assembly  is  confined  to  delegates  appointed 
by  the  constituent  Churches  to  represent  them. 

b)  Alternates.  Churches  which  desire  to  do  so  may  appoint  alternates  as  well  as 
principals  (but  not  exceeding  the  number  of  principals).  Alternates  may  be  seated  as 
members  only  in  the  absence  of  the  principals  and  when  so  seated  shall  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  members.  The  Assembly  will  determine  itself  to  which  sessions  alternates 
as  such  will  be  admitted.  Alternates,  admitted  as  such,  will  not  be  entitled  to  vote  and 
shall  not  speak  unless  by  special  invitation  of  the  Chairman. 

c)  Consultants.  The  Executive  Committee  is  authorised  to  invite  persons  who 
have  a  special  contribution  to  make  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Assembly  or  who  have 
participated  in  the  activities  of  the  "World  Council.  Such  consultants  will  be  appoint¬ 
ed  after  consultation  with  the  Churches  to  which  they  belong.  They  shall  be  entitled 
to  speak  on  the  invitation  of  the  chairman  but  not  to  vote. 

d)  Observers.  The  Executive  Committee  is  authorised  to  invite  a  limited  number 
of  observers  from  Churches  which  have  not  joined  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
Observers  will  not  be  entitled  to  speak  or  to  vote. 

e)  Fraternal  Delegates.  The  Executive  Committee  is  authorised  to  invite  fraternal 
delegates  from  organisations  with  which  the  World  Council  of  Churches  entertains 
relationship.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  speak  on  invitation  of  the  chairman  but  not 
to  vote. 

f)  Youth  Delegates.  The  Executive  Committee  is  authorised  to  invite  youth  deleg¬ 
ates  who  will  be  entitled  to  attend  the  full  sessions.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  speak 
on  invitation  of  the  chairman  but  not  to  vote. 

3.  Agenda 

The  agenda  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  determined  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  presented  by  it  for  approval  to  the  first  business  session 
of  the  Assembly.  Any  member  may  move  to  have  included  in  the  Agenda 
such  items  of  business  as  he  may  have  previously  notified  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


III.  NOMINATIONS  COMMITTEE 

1.  At  an  early  session  of  the  Assembly,  the  Chairman  shall  invite  the 
Assembly  to  appoint  a  Nominations  Committee,  which  shall  consist  of 


24 


at  least  one  person  from  each  of  the  main  confessions  and  one  person 
from  each  of  the  main  geographical  areas  of  the  membership  of  the 
Assembly. 

2.  The  Nominations  Committee  in  consultation  with  the  officers  of 
the  World  Council  and  the  Executive  Committee  shall  draft  proposals 
concerning  a)  the  president  or  presidents  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  b)  the  chairmanship  of  the  Assembly  c)  a  list  of  persons 
proposed  for  membership  of  the  Central  Committee. 

3.  The  president  or  presidents  shall  be  ex  officio  members  of  the 
Central  Committee  and  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

4.  The  Nominations  Committee  shall  present  its  proposals  to  the 
Assembly  for  its  acceptance  or  revision. 

5.  It  shall  be  open  to  any  six  members  of  the  Assembly  acting 
together  to  put  forward  in  writing  other  proposals. 

6.  Election  shall  be  by  ballot. 

IV.  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 


1.  Membership 

a)  The  Central  Committee  shall  consist  of  ninety  members  elected  by  the  Assembly 
(see  Constitution  par  V  (ii)  )  and  the  president  or  presidents  of  the  World  Council. 

b)  Any  member  Church,  not  already  represented,  which  desires  to  be  represented 
directly  on  the  Central  Committee,  shall  have  the  right  to  send  one  representative  to 
the  meetings  of  the  Central  Committee,  provided  it  does  so  at  its  own  expense. 
Such  a  representative  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

c)  If  a  regularly  elected  member  of  the  Central  Committee  is  unable  to  come  to 
the  meeting,  the  Church  to  which  the  absent  member  belongs  shall  have  the  right 
to  send  a  substitute,  provided  that  the  substitute  is  ordinarily  resident  in  the  country 
where  his  Church  has  its  headquarters.  Such  a  substitute  will  be  entitled  to  vote. 

d)  Chairman  and  Vice-chairman  of  departmental  committees  and  commissions 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Central  Committee  have  the  right  to  attend  Central 
Committee  sessions  as  consultants  without  vote. 

e)  Consultants  for  the  Central  Committee  may  be  appointed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  after  consultation  with  the  Churches  of  which  they  are  members.  They 
shall  be  entitled  to  speak  but  not  to  vote. 

f)  Members  of  the  staff  of  the  World  Council  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee 
shall  have  the  right  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Central  Committee  as  consultants 
without  vote. 

g)  The  Central  Committee  shall  be  convened  during  or  immediately  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

2.  Officers 

a)  The  Central  Committee  at  its  first  meeting  shall  elect  its  own  chairman  and 
vice-chairman. 

b)  For  this  purpose  it  shall  appoint  a  Nominations  Committee  of  not  more  than 
four  persons,  who  shall  bring  before  the  Central  Committee  one  or  more  names  for 
each  office.  Any  member  of  the  Central  Committee  may  make  alternative  proposals. 

c)  Election  shall  be  by  ballot. 

d)  The  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  shall  be  ex  officio 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  shall  be  ex  officio  its  Treasurer. 
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3-  Meetings 

a)  The  Central  Committee  shall  meet  ordinarily  not  less  than  once  every  year. 
An  extraordinary  session  of  the  Central  Committee  shall  be  called,  whenever  one 
third  or  more  of  the  members  request  a  meeting  to  be  called  or  when  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Executive  Committee  that  is  desirable. 

b)  A  quorum  of  the  Central  Committee  shall  be  40  voting  members.  The  General 
Secretariat  shall  take  all  possible  steps  to  ensure  that  there  be  adequate  representation 
from  each  of  the  main  confessions  and  from  the  main  geographical  areas  of  the 
membership  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

c)  The  Central  Committee  shall  have  power  to  determine  its  own  place  of  meeting 
and  to  fix  the  date  and  place  for  the  meetings  of  the  Assembly. 

4.  Functions.  The  Central  Committee  shall  have  the  following  duties: 

a)  It  shall,  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly,  carry  out  the  general  policy  laid 
down  by  the  Assembly  and  take  such  action  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
decisions  of  the  Assembly. 

b)  It  shall  report  to  the  Assembly  on  the  actions  it  has  taken  during  its  period 
of  office. 

c)  It  shall  vote  the  Annual  Budget  of  the  Council. 

d)  It  shall  deal  with  matters  referred  to  it  by  member  Churches. 

e)  It  shall  consider  applications  for  membership  received  between  meetings  of  the 
Assembly  and  issue  invitations  to  membership. 

f)  It  shall  prepare  the  agenda  of  the  Assembly. 

g)  It  shall  have  the  responsibility  of  setting  up  as  many  Department  or  other 
executive  agencies  of  the  World  Council  as  may  be  necessary  to  carrv  out  the  policy 
laid  down  by  the  Assembly,  to  appoint  Departmental  Committees  and  their  Chairmen 
and  Vice-Chairmen  and  heads  of  Departments  and  to  lay  down  the  general  terms  of 
the  work  for  each  Department. 


V.  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


1.  Appointment 

a)  An  Executive  Committee  shall  be  elected  by  the  Central  Committee  at  its  first 
meeting  after  its  appointment  by  the  Assembly,  and  shall  hold  office  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Central  Committee.  Its  elected  members  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

b)  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  president  or  presidents  of  the 
World  Council  ex  officio  and  the  Chairman  and  the  Vice-Chairmen  of  the  Central 
Committee  ex  officio  and  of  twelve  other  persons. 

c)  The  chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  will  also  be  the  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

d)  The  officers  shall  have  the  power  to  invite  others  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  consultation,  always  having  in  mind  the  need  of  preserving 
a  due  balance  of  the  confessions  and  of  the  geographical  areas. 

e)  The  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  shall  be  the  Secretary 
of  the  Executive  Committees. 

2.  Functions 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  an  ad  interim-committee  to  carry  out 
the  decisions  of  the  Central  Committee.  It  shall  meet  ordinarily  twice 
a  year. 
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VI.  DEPARTMENTAL  COMMITTEES 

i.  Each  Departmental  Committee  shall  propose  to  the  Executive 
Committee  the  names  of  persons  to  fill  the  offices  of  secretary  and/or 
secretaries  for  its  Department.  If  the  Executive  Committee  desires  to 
alter  the  nominations,  it  shall  first  consult  the  Departmental  Committee 
concerned. 

2.  Each  Departmental  Committee  shall  draw  up  for  presentation  to 
the  Executive  the  annual  Budget  of  its  Department.  Such  a  budget  -shall 
be  previously  communicated  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  on  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  Executive  Committee  the  Departmental  Committee  shall 
record  such  observations  as  the  Finance  Committee  may  care  to  make. 

3.  No  motion  to  increase  the  budget  of  a  Departmental  Committee 
may  be  carried  in  the  Executive  Committee  without  the  consent  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Departmental  Committee  concerned  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee. 

4.  The  items  of  the  Budget  of  a  Departmental  Committee  may  be 
subsequently  varied  by  the  Departmental  Committee  at  its  discretion 
provided  the  authorised  total  be  not  exceeded,  and  the  policy  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  be  thereby  advanced. 

5.  Each  Departmental  Committee  shall  present  annually  to  the 
Executive  a  Report  of  its  activities,  an  account  of  income  and  expen¬ 
diture  and  a  Balance  Sheet. 

VII.  FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS 

1.  There  shall  be  a  Finance  Committee  appointed  by  the  Central 
Committee,  the  duties  of  which  will  be  to  present  annually  to  the  Central 
Committee  an  account  of  income  and  expenses  and  balance  sheet  for 
the  previous  twelve  months,  to  present  a  budget  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months  and  to  arrange  for  the  auditing  of  all  accounts  held  by  the 
Council. 

2.  Any  motion  to  increase  the  budget  must  be  first  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  for  its  advice. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  devise  ways 
and  means  and  to  promote  measures  for  the  raising  of  the  financial 
resources  required  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  the  carrying 
out  of  its  responsibilities. 

4.  Auditors  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee 
and  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

VIII.  STAFF  OF  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

1.  The  General  Secretary,  the  Associate  General  Secretaries,  the 
Assistant  General  Secretaries  and  the  Heads  of  Departments  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Central  Committee  after  consultation  with  the 
Executive  Committee. 
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2.  The  term  of  office  of  members  of  the  staff  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee  shall  be  from  the  date 
of  appointment  until  three  months  after  the  end  of  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Central  Committee,  unless  some  other  period  is  stated  in  the  resolution 
making  the  appointment. 

3.  If  the  position  of  General  Secretary  becomes  vacant,  the  Executive 
Committee  shall  appoint  an  acting  General  Secretary. 

4.  The  General  Secretariat  (i.e.  General  Secretary,  Associate  General 
Secretaries  and  Assistant  General  Secretaries)  is  responsible  for  carrying 
out  the  decisions  of  the  Assembly,  the  Central  Committee  and  the 
Executive  Committee. 

5.  The  General  Secretariat  shall  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  Council,  for  relations  with  member  Churches  and 
other  ecumenical  bodies,  for  the  preparation  and  administration  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Assembly,  of  the  Central  Committee  and  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  for  the  general  supervision  and  co-ordination  of  the  activities 
and  publications  of  the  commissions  and  departments  of  the  Council, 
for  the  interpretation  of  the  work  of  the  Council  to  the  Churches  and 
the  public  and  for  the  carrying  on  of  activities  not  otherwise  assigned. 

6.  The  General  Secretariat  shall  have  the  right  to  attend  the  meetings 
of  departmental  committees  and  other  meetings  called  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Council. 

IX.  PUBLIC  PRONOUNCEMENTS 

i.  In  the  performance  of  its  functions,  the  Council  in  its  Assembly 
or  its  Central  Committee  may  make  pronouncements  upon  any  situation 
or  issue  with  which  it  or  its  constituent  Churches  may  be  confronted. 

2.  While  such  statements  may  have  great  significance  and  influence 
as  the  expression  of  the  judgment  or  concern  of  so  widely  representative  a 
Christian  body,  yet  their  authority  will  consist  only  in  the  weight  which 
they  carry  by  their  own  truth  and  wisdom  and  the  making  of  such 
pronouncements  shall  not  be  held  to  imply  that  the  World  Council  has, 
or  can  have,  any  constitutional  authority  over  the  constituent  Churches. 

3.  The  Executive  Committee  or  any  Commission  of  the  Council  may 
recommend  statements  to  the  Assembly  or  to  the  Central  Committee  for 
its  consideration  and  action. 

4.  No  committee  or  commission  of  the  Council  shall  publish  any 
pronouncement  or  make  public  statement  until  it  has  been  approved  by 
the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee,  except  that  in  circumstances  of 
urgent  immediacy  statements  may  be  published  by  the  Central  Committee, 
or  by  any  commission  of  the  Council  on  matters  within  its  own  field  of 
concern  and  action  if  approved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  General  Secretary,  and  in  these  cases  the  committee  or  1 
commission  will  make  it  clear  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches  is 
not  committed  by  any  statement  set  forth  in  this  manner. 
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5-  In  cases  of  exceptional  emergency  statements  may  be  issued  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  after  consultation  with  the 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  and  the  General  Secretary 
provided  that  such  statements  are  not  contrary  to  the  established  policy 
of  the  Council. 

6.  Nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  contravene  the  special  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  regarding  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order. 

X.  CONSULTATIVE  RELATIONSHIPS 

The  Officers  and  chief  executive  secretaries  of  the  International  Mission¬ 
ary  Council  shall  be  invited  to  sit  with  the  Assembly  and  the  Central 
Committee  as  consultants. 

[Note]  —  See  also  Constitution  No.  VII. 


XI.  LEGAL  PROVISIONS 

i.  The  duration  of  the  Council  is  unlimited. 

2.  The  legal  headquarters  of  the  Council  shall  be  at  Geneva.  Branch 
offices  may  be  organised  in  different  parts  of  the  world  by  decision  of 
the  Central  Committee. 

3.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  an  association  in  the  sense  of 
articles  60  ff.  of  the  Swiss  Civil  Code. 

4.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  may  also  be  legally  registered 
in  other  countries. 

5.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  legally  represented  by  its 
Executive  Committee  or  by  such  persons  as  may  be  empowered  by  the 
Executive  Committee  to  represent  it. 

6.  The  Council  shall  obtain  the  means  necessary  for  the  pursuance 
of  its  work  from  the  contributions  of  its  member  Churches  and  from 
donations  or  bequests. 

7.  The  Council  shall  not  pursue  commercial  aims  but  it  shall  have 
the  right  to  act  as  an  agency  of  inter-Church  aid  and  to  publish  literature 
in  connection  with  its  aims.  It  is  not  entitled  to  distribute  any  surplus 
income  by  way  of  profit  or  bonus  among  its  members. 

8.  Members  of  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Council  or  of  the  Assembly 
shall  have  no  personal  liability  with  regard  to  the  obligations  or  commit¬ 
ments  of  the  Council.  The  commitments  entered  upon  by  the  Council 
are  guaranteed  solely  by  its  own  assets. 

XII.  REVISION  OF  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

Amendments  to  these  rules  and  regulations  may  be  moved  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  by  any  member  or  by  the 
General  Secretary  and  may  be  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  majority  vote. 
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RULES  OF  DEBATES  DURING  SESSIONS  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY 

AND  THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 

i.  The  responsibilities  of  the  Chairman  shall  be  to  announce  the 
opening,  suspension  and  adjournment  of  the  meeting;  he  shall  ensure  the 
observance  of  the  Rules  of  Debate;  he  shall  grant  the  right  to  speak  and 
declare  the  debates  closed;  he  shall  put  questions  to  the  vote  and 
announce  the  result  of  the  voting.  His  decision  is  final.  If  the  Chairman’s 
decision  as  to  the  result  of  voting  is  challenged  a  vote  shall  immediately 
be  taken  on  the  motion:  ‘that  the  Chairman’s  decision  be  reconsidered’; 
and  reconsideration  shall  be  permitted,  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  and  voting,  vote  in  favour  of  this  motion.  On  all  matters  of 
order,  the  Chairman’s  decision  is  final.  He  shall  not  himself  make  a 
motion. 

2.  If  any  member  desires  to  propose  a  motion  not  on  the  Agenda, 
he  shall  be  permitted  to  have  his  motion  read,  a  vote  shall  be  immediately 
taken  and  his  motion  shall  be  admitted  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  vote  for  its  inclusion  in  the  Agenda. 

3.  All  motions  and  amendments  must  be  proposed  and  seconded. 
They  must  be  handed  to  the  Chairman  in  writing,  and  read  before  a  vote 
is  taken.  A  motion  for  receiving  and  adopting  the  report  of  a  committee 
or  for  carrying  out  any  recommendation  mentioned  in  it  need  not  be 
seconded.  The  chairman  has  a  casting  vote  only. 

4.  Any  motion  or  amendment  may  be  withdrav/n  by  leave  of  the 
Assembly. 

5.  All  speeches  must  be  addressed  to  the  chair. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  motion  or 
amendment,  except  that  the  mover  shall  have  the  right  to  reply. 

7.  When  an  amendment  has  been  proposed  it  shall  be  put  to  the  vote 
first  and,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  the  amended  motion  becomes  a 
substantive  motion. 

8.  During  the  discussions  in  full  sessions  speeches  shall  be  limited  to 
seven  minutes.  The  bell  shall  be  rung  after  five  minutes  as  a  warning  to 
the  speaker  and  again  after  a  further  two  minutes  when  the  speaker  must 
sit  down.  Only  that  part  which  remains  of  ten  minutes  shall  be  allowed 
for  translations. 

9.  Those  who  desire  to  speak  during  the  free  discussions  in  full 
session  must  hand  to  the  Secretary  as  early  as  possible  cards  with  their 
names,  the  capacity  in  which  they  are  attending  the  Assembly,  their 
Church  connection  and  whether  they  desire  to  support  or  to  oppose  the 
motion. 

10.  Any  member  may  at  any  time  move  the  closure  of  the  debate, 
whether  any  other  delegate  has  signified  his  wish  to  speak  or  not.  If 
application  is  made  for  permission  to  speak  against  the  closure,  it  may 
be  granted  to  not  more  than  two  speakers.  If  the  motion  of  closure  is 
adopted  by  a  majority,  the  Chairman  shall  declare  the  debate  closed. 
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11.  Any  member  may  submit  a  point  of  order  or  procedure  to  the 
Chairman,  and  may,  if  necessary,  interrupt  a  speaker  for  the  purpose. 

12.  Voting,  unless  otherwise  decided  by  vote  of  the  Assembly,  shall 
be  by  show  of  hands.  The  Chairman  shall  first  ask  those  in  favour  of 
the  motion,  and  then  those  opposed  to  vote.  A  majority  of  those  voting 
shall  determine  the  decision.  Those  who  abstain  from  voting  may,  if 
they  wish,  have  the  fact  and  the  number  of  abstentions  recorded.  The 
Chairman  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  appoint  members  to  act  as  tellers,  and 
he  shall  do  so  in  any  case  of  doubt  as  to  the  result  of  the  vote. 

13.  The  three  official  languages  are  English,  French  and  German. 
A  speech  made  in  any  one  of  these  languages  shall,  if  desired,  be 
translated  or  summarised  into  the  other  two.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  make  arrangements  for  such  translation.  A  member  may 
speak  in  a  language  other  than  English,  French  or  German  on  condition 
that  he  arrange  for  the  translation  of  his  speech  in  one  of  the  three 
official  languages. 

14.  The  rules  of  debate  for  the  Central  Committee  are  the  same  as 
those  for  the  Assembly  except  that  rules  8  and  9  shall  not  apply. 


3* 


THE  PROGRAMME  AND  POLICY 

OF  THE 

WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

The  following  report  represents  the  proposals  concerning  the  programme 
and  policy  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  which  the  Provisional 
Committee  of  the  Council  after  full  consultation  with  the  Council’s 
staff  desires  to  submit  to  the  first  Assembly  for  its  consideration. 

The  Provisional  Committee,  formed  in  1938  at  the  Conference  of  the 
Churches  in  Utrecht  and  consisting  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Fourteen  and  their  alternates  (appointed  by  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh 
Conferences)  together  with  some  additional  members,  was  instructed  to 
make  such  arrangements  and  appointments  as  might  be  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Faith  and  Order  and  Life  and  Work  movements. 
It  was,  however,  understood  that  all  such  arrangements  and  appoint¬ 
ments  would  be  provisional  and  that  the  first  Assembly  would  be 
entirely  free  to  determine  the  tasks  which  it  will  undertake  and  the 
provision  in  personnel  and  finance  required  for  carrying  them  out.  The 
period  during  which  the  Provisional  Committee  has  had  to  bear  the 
responsibility  for  the  activities  of  the  Council  (in  process  of  formation) 
has  been  very  much  longer  than  was  anticipated  at  that  time  and  a  very 
considerable  development  of  the  Council’s  work  has  taken  place.  In  view 
of  the  circumstances  this  growth  could  not  take  the  form  of  a  deliberate 
expansion  on  the  basis  of  careful  planning.  It  had  to  be  the  quick  response 
to  urgent  needs  in  the  emergency-situation  of  the  war  and  post-war 
years.  All  that  has  been  done  is,  therefore,  tentative  and  experimental  in 
character.  And  it  is  not  too  early  to  submit  the  whole  work  of  the 
Council  to  a  critical  examination. 

The  Assembly  has  the  privilege  and  the  duty  to  review  the  policies 
and  the  programme  of  the  World  Council  as  they  have  developed  since 
1938.  Now  that  the  Council  ceases  to  be  a  body  ‘in  process  of  formation’ 
under  the  direction  of  a  Provisional  Committee  and  becomes  the  organ 
of  the  Churches  themselves,  the  delegates  of  these  Churches  are  to  decide 
whether  the  present  policy  and  programme  meet  the  needs  and  desires 
of  the  Churches  or  whether  considerable  changes  are  to  be  made  in  order 
to  make  the  Council  their  Council. 

But  the  Assembly  has  an  even  more  important  function,  namely  to 
look  ahead  and  to  decide  what  new  tasks  the  Council  should  undertake. 
Creative  thinking  is  required  to  answer  the  question:  What  are  the 
common  tasks  which  the  Churches  should  undertake  in  the  next  years? 
The  following  report  represents  the  views  of  the  Provisional  Committee 
concerning  both  present  activities  and  future  developments.  It  is  sub¬ 
mitted  in  order  to  provide  the  Assembly  with  the  necessary  materials 
for  its  deliberations.  The  Committee  hopes  that  the  proposals  contained 
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in  the  following  pages  will  be  greatly  improved  through  the  discussions 
and  decisions  of  the  Assembly. 

This  report  deals  only  with  the  policy  and  programme  of  the  Council. 
It  should,  therefore,  be  considered  in  relation  to  other  documents  about 
the  constitvition  of  the  Council  (see  the  Explanatory  Memorandum  by 
Archbishop  Temple  and  the  Provisional  Committee’s  proposals  con¬ 
cerning  amendments  to  the  Constitution)  *,  about  the  past  activities  of 
the  Council  (see  the  report  from  1938 — 1948  and  the  minutes  of  the 
Provisional  Committee)  and  about  the  significance  of  the  Council  (see 
the  paper  prepared  for  Assembly  Commission  I  on  this  subject). 

In  order  to  provide  the  necessary  background  we  summarise  the 
present  organisation  of  the  World  Council  with  its  various  departments 
and  commissions.  In  the  following  list  and  in  the  report  as  a  whole  a 
‘department’  means  an  executive  and  his  aids  who  are  responsible  to  a 
policy-forming  commission. 


DEPARTMENT  OR 
AGENCY 


1.  General  Secretariat 

2.  Faith  and  Order 

3.  Study  Department 

4.  Reconstruction  and 
Interchurch  Aid  (inch 
Refugee-division) 

5.  Youth 

6.  Ecumenical  Institute 

7.  International  Affairs 

8.  Ecumenical  Press 
Service 

9.  Finance  and  Business 


10.  Prisoners  of  War 


RESPONSIBLE 

COMMISSION 


Provisional  Committee 
Continuation  Committee 
of  Faith  and  Order 
Study  Dept.  Commission 
General  Committee  for 
Reconstruction  and 
Interchurch  Aid 
Youth  Department  Ctee 
Board  of  Ecumenical  Inst. 
Comm,  of  the  Churches 
on  Internat.  Affairs 
(with  I.M.C.) 

E.P.S.  Ctee.  (with  several 
other  organisations) 

Finance  Committee 


Chaplaincy  Commission 


R  I  G  I  N 

SUPPORT 

1938 

General  Budget 

I927 

F.  &  O.  Budget 

1926 

General  Budget 

1945 

Special  Budget 

1946 

General'  Budget 

1946 

Special  Budget 

1946 

Special  Budget 
with  Council 
contribution 

1933 

Special  Budget 
with  Council 
contribution 

1947 

General  Budget 
(contributions 
from  other 
budgets) 

I94O 

Special  Budget 

It  is  proposed  that  the  Assembly  should  not  concern  itself  with  detailed 
arrangements  concerning  the  programme,  support  and  staffing  of  each 
department,  but  that  it  should  deal  with  the  main  issues  of  policy,  and 
the  general  problems  of  structure,  finance  and  staff.  The  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  will  then  have  to  translate  these  general  decisions  into  more 
detailed  plans.  For  this  reason  this  report  confines  itself  to  a  broad 
outline  of  policy  and  does  not  discuss  matters  of  administration  in  detail. 


See  pp.  1 5  and  19. 
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2.  MEMBERSHIP-POLICY 


The  original  invitation  to  join  the  World  Council  was  only  sent  to 
Churches  which  had  participated  in  the  Life  and  Work  and  Faith  and 
Order  movements.  At  its  1939  meeting  the  Provisional  Committee 
decided  that  until  the  first  Assembly  further  invitations  should  only  be 
issued  to  those  Churches  recommended  by  the  Provisional  Committee, 
or  the  Administrative  Committee  acting  on  its  behalf.  In  the  following 
years  new  applications  for  membership  began  to  arrive,  and  the  Joint 
Commission  of  the  World  Council  and  the  International  Missionary 
Council  had  to  face  the  question  which  Churches  in  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America  should  be  invited  in  addition  to  the  relatively  few 
Churches  from  those  areas  which  had  already  received  invitations.  The 
Provisional  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  1946  had,  therefore,  to  consider 
what  criteria  should  be  applied  with  regard  to  membership.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  stated  that  no  action  with  regard  to  invitations  or  applications 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  should  be  taken  as  limiting  the 
freedom  of  the  Assembly  to  decide  on  the  policy  as  to  membership  which 
it  would  follow  thereafter.  It  decided  also  that,  pending  the  Assembly, 
five  criteria  among  others  should  be  applied.  These  criteria  deal  with 
acceptance  of  the  basis,  autonomy,  membership  in  confessional  families, 
stability  and  size. 

The  Assembly  will  have  to  decide  whether  it  desires  to  adopt  any 
criteria  and  if  so  which.  In  this  connection  the  Provisional  Committee 
submits  the  following  considerations  and  proposals. 

Experience  has  already  shown  that  a  policy  of  indiscriminate  accep¬ 
tance  of  all  Churches  which  desire  to  enter  the  Council  would  have  most 
undesirable  results.  The  total  number  of  bodies  which  call  themselves 
Churches  run  into  the  thousands.  But  very  many  of  these  are  in  reality 
very  small  sects  without  much  substance  or  stability.  Some  of  these 
would  like  to  join  the  World  Council  for  reasons  of  prestige.  Now  it  is 
quite  clear  that  the  Council  would  become  unmanagable  and  lose  the 
confidence  of  the  main  historic  confessions,  if  it  had  to  give  status  and 
representation  to  all  these  bodies.  But  even  more  important  is  the  con¬ 
sideration  that  by  its  very  nature  the  Council  must  discourage  rather 
than  encourage  separatism.  It  seems,  therefore,  quite  clear  that  certain 
criteria  of  membership  have  to  be  adopted  in  order  that  the  Council 
may  remain  a  council  of  Churches  rather  than  become  a  council  of 
Churches  and  sects. 

Now  the  choice  of  these  criteria  is  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty. 
It  is  self-evident  that  the  Council  cannot  take  its  stand  on  a  generally 
accepted  definition  of  the  Church.  Moreover  there  is  such  diversity  as 
between  the  situation  in  different  countries  that  no  criterion  or  set 
of  criteria  will  cover  all  possible  cases.  Even  more  important  are  the 
differences  in  practice  between  the  various  confessions.  What  can  and 
should  be  done  in  these  circumstances  is  to  elaborate  a  number  of  flexible 
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criteria  which  can  be  modified  and  improved  from  time  to  time  in  order 
to  arrive  at  a  body  of  precedents  which  will  act  as  a  guide  in  accepting 
new  Churches  into  the  membership.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  to  mention 
the  criteria  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations  rather  than  in  the  constitution. 
And  the  final  decision  in  each  case  should  not  merely  be  made  by 
mechanical  application  of  the  criteria,  but  by  a  decision  of  the  Assembly 
or  Central  Committee  taking  into  account  all  factors  in  the  situation. 

The  criteria  which  the  Provisional  Committee  proposes  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Assembly  appear  in  the  Draft  Rules  and  Regulations  *. 
No  comment  is  needed  on  the  criteria  concerning  stability  and  concerning 
size.  It  is  also  natural  that  a  church  which  is  recommended  by  one  of 
the  main  confessional  alliances  should  have  a  special  claim  to  be  favour¬ 
ably  considered.  The  most  difficult  point  is,  however,  the  question  of 
autonomy.  Since  this  question  concerns  the  younger  Churches  in  a  special 
way,  it  has  been  discussed  with  the  International  Missionary  Council. 
No  fully  satisfactory  solution  has  yet  been  found.  In  this  matter  the 
difference  between  the  various  types  of  Church-order  plays  a  con¬ 
siderable  role.  It  is,  therefore,  extremely  difficult  to  elaborate  a  policy 
which  is  equally  applicable  to  the  Church-families  which  put  strong 
emphasis  on  the  independence  of  national  or  regional  units  and  those 
which  emphasise  the  organic  relationship  of  such  units  to  the  mother- 
Churches.  It  is  clear  that  the  World  Council  should  not  admit  as  full 
members  Churches  which  are  as  yet  unable  to  accept  responsibility  for 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs.  On  the  other  hand  Churches  which 
have  accepted  that  responsibility,  though  they  may  not  be  self-supporting 
in  matters  of  personnel  and  finance  should  be  considered  for  member¬ 
ship.  But  in  all  cases  the  whole  situation  in  a  given  area  should  be  kept 
in  mind,  and  the  interests  of  all  confessions  represented  in  that  area 
should  be  considered.  It  must  be  added  that  Churches  which  do  not  yet 
fulfil  all  the  criteria  may  nevertheless  be  invited  to  participate  in  the 
activities  of  the  Council.  Special  provisions  should  also  be  made  to  allow 
such  Churches  to  send  observers  to  important  meetings  or  conferences 

of  the  Council,  f 

In  this  connection  the  fundamental  criterion  concerning  the  acceptance 
of  the  Council’s  basis  must  also  be  underlined.  The  recommendations  of 
the  Provisional  Committee  concerning  the  procedure  to  be  followed  with 
regard  to  the  basis  appear  in  the  document  on  the  Constitution.  The 
Provisional  Committee  desires  to  confirm  its  conviction  that  the  Council 
requires  a  definite  Christocentric  basis  and  that  the  present  basis  which 
is  ‘an  affirmation  of  the  Incarnation  and  the  Atonement  or  some  better 
expression  thereof  is  indispensable  for  the  life  and  development  of  the 
Council.  But  it  confirms  also,  that  it  must  remain  the  responsibility  of 
each  particular  Church  to  decide  whether  it  can  collaborate  on  this  basis. 


*  See  article  I:  3  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

See  article  II:  1:  d  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 
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3 .  THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL 

According  to  the  Utrecht-Constitution  the  main  general  function  of  the 
World  Council  is  ‘to  offer  counsel  and  provide  opportunity  of  united 
action  in  matters  of  common  interest5.  At  its  meeting  in  Buck  Hill  Falls 
(1947)  the  Provisional  Committee  has  given  a  more  explicit  definition. 
‘The  Council  seeks  to  promote  the  unity  in  Christ  among  its  members 
and  to  serve  them  as  an  organ  whereby  they  may  bear  witness  together  to 
their  common  faith  and  cooperate  in  matters  requiring  united  action. 
The  Council  does  not  aim,  however,  to  usurp  the  functions  which  belong 
to  its  constituent  bodies,  nor  in  any  way  to  control  or  legislate  for  these 
bodies.  Moreover,  while  earnestly  seeking  the  cooperation  and  unity  of 
all  the  Churches  that  accept  its  basis,  the  Council  disavows  any  thought 
of  becoming  a  single  unified  Church  structure  dominated  by  a  centralised 
administrative  authority5. 

The  Council  should,  therefore,  not  attempt  to  perform  tasks  which 
the  member  Churches  can  better  perform  for  themselves.  But  it  should 
concentrate  exclusively  on  activities  which  are  of  a  definitely  ecumenical 
character  and  which  the  Churches  desire  it  to  perform.  In  this  connection 
it  should,  however,  not  be  forgotten  that  smaller  and  weaker  Churches 
often  ask  the  World  Council  to  undertake  responsibilities  which  need 
not  be  undertaken  for  the  stronger  Churches. 

The  specific  tasks  which  the  World  Council  has  undertaken  or  which 
are  proposed  in  this  report  have  grown  out  of  the  Council’s  responsibility 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  two  world-movements  for  Faith  and  Order 
and  for  Life  and  Work  or  have  been  strongly  recommended  to  the 
Council  by  the  Churches. 

These  tasks  may  be  classified  under  the  following  four  headings:  the 
concern  for  Christian  Unity,  the  common  witness  to  the  world,  mutual 
service  and  ecumenical  education. 

The  World  Council  ‘owes  its  existence  to  the  desire  of  its  member 
Churches  to  express  their  unity  in  Christ5  (Statement  of  the  Provisional 
Committee  1947).  But  this  unity  is  a  partial  and  imperfect  unity  as  long 
as  the  Churches  remain  divided  in  the  realm  of  faith  and  order.  Only 
Churches  themselves  are  competent  to  take  actual  steps  towards  reunion 
but  the  World  Council  must  provide  opportunity  for  a  frank  discussion 
of  existing  differences  in  the  hope  that  such  discussion  may  lead  to  new 
common  insight  and  ultimately  to  full  unity. 

But  unity  is  not  an  aim  in  itself.  The  raison  d’etre  of  unity  is  first  of 
all  a  response  to  our  Lord  that  in  Him  we  may  be  one  for  the  full  glory 
of  God  and  secondly  a  united  witness.  The  Council  must,  therefore, 
seek  to  prepare  the  way  for  that  witness.  It  does  so  through  its  study- 
work  which  is  an  attempt  to  think  out  our  common  witness  in  face  of 
the  specific  needs  of  modern  society.  As  an  international  fellowship  of 
Churches  it  has  the  specific  duty  to  help  the  Churches  in  rendering  an 
effective  witness  in  the  realm  of  international  affairs.  It  should  also 
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perform  the  even  more  fundamental  task  of  helping  the  Churches  in 
their  work  of  evangelism. 

This  unity  and  this  witness  must  he  implemented  by  deeds.  The 
Council  desires,  therefore,  to  be  an  instrument  through  which  the 
Churches  may  serve  each  other  and  through  which  they  may  render  aid 
to  the  Churches  or  individuals  which  are  in  need.  The  work  of  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  Churches  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  the  material 
aid  given  to  the  hungry,  the  ministry  to  refugees  and  prisoners  of  war  are 
not  only  acts  of  philanthropy;  they  confirm  that  the  Church  is  funda¬ 
mentally  one  and  that  it  is  concerned  with  the  salvation  of  all  mankind. 

The  Council  can,  however,  not  fulfil  these  functions,  unless  the 
Churches  become  conscious  of  their  responsibility  to  and  participation 
in  the  ecumenical  fellowship.  It  must,  therefore,  concern  itself  with 
ecumenical  education.  Through  its  press-work,  through  its  leadership¬ 
training  and  through  its  youth- work  the  Council  seeks  to  make  Churches 
aware  of  their  privileges  and  duties  as  partners  in  the  cause  of  Christian 
Unity. 

These  various  aspects  of  the  Council’s  task  should  be  regarded  as  parts 
of  an  organic  whole.  Unity  is  not  to  be  sought  for  its  own  sake  but 
‘in  order  that  the  world  may  believe’.  But  the  content  of  the  witness 
depends  on  our  willingness  to  face  our  real  differences  and  to  find  the 
truth  which  unites.  Again  service  and  all  the  cooperative  tasks,  if  pursued 
in  isolation,  lead  to  shallow  activism,  which  does  not  build  the  Church. 
And  ecumenical  education  must  not  be  propaganda  for  an  organisation, 
but  substantial  teaching  about  the  unity  of  the  Church  and  the  disunity 
of  the  Churches. 

The  raison- d'etre  of  the  World  Council  consists  precisely  in  bringing 
together  the  ‘Life  and  Work’  approach  and  the  ‘Faith  and  Order’ 
approach  and  in  breaking  through  the  impasse  indicated  by  the  old 
slogan  ‘Doctrine  divides  but  service  unites’.  The  Council  must,  therefore, 
be  equally  concerned  with  the  fostering  of  practical  cooperation  and 
with  the  quest  for  full  Christian  Unity. 

The  above-mentioned  functions  of  the  Council  are  vital  functions 
without  which  it  cannot  live  and  grow.  To  fulfil  them  properly  the 
Council  needs  considerable  resources.  The  first  question  which  arises  in 
this  connection  is  whether  there  is  really  sufficient  awareness  of  and 
conviction  about  this  great  task  among  the  members  of  the  Churches  to 
provide  a  solid  foundation  for  the  Council’s  work  and  if  not,  whether 
the  member  Churches  are  willing  to  lay  that  foundation.  The  second 
question  is  whether  we  have  enough  men  and  v/omen  with  the  specific 
gifts  required  for  ecumenical  leadership,  men  and  women  who  have  the 
combination  of  strong  conviction  and  churchmanship  (without  which 
they  become  uprooted  beings)  with  the  capacity  of  understanding  other 
Churches  and  with  a  vision  of  the  ‘coming  great  Church’.  The  third 
question  is  whether  the  Churches  will  make  the  resources  in  men  and 
money  available  which  are  needed  to  carry  out  the  task  adequately. 
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As  long  as  these  questions  have  not  been  fully  answered  —  and  it  is 
clear  that  in  the  present  world  situation  it  will  be  extraordinarily  difficult 
to  give  adequate  answers  —  the  World  Council  will  have  to  be  very 
careful  that  it  does  not  accept  more  responsibilities  than  it  can  trly  bear. 
Precisely  because  the  Council  is  a  young  body  which  has  still  to  prove 
its  value,  it  must  be  more  concerned  with  the  quality  than  with  the 
quantity  of  its  work.  Unlimited  expansion  of  its  field  of  work  would 
surely  lead  to  the  lowering  of  its  standards  and  make  healthy  growth 
impossible.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  at  this  stage  the  Council  should 
concentrate  on  the  carrying  out  of  those  tasks  which  it  is  clearly  obliged 
to  undertake  by  virtue  of  the  manifest  needs  of  the  Churches  and  of 
the  world. 


4.  THE  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

According  to  the  Constitution  the  World  Council  discharges  its  functions 
through  the  Assembly,  the  Central  Committee,  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  commissions  responsible  for  each  special  department  (or  agency)  and 
the  staff.  The  functions  of  each  are  described  in  the  Constitution 
and  the  Rules  and  Regulations ,  but  several  important  questions  con¬ 
cerning  their  specific  responsibilities  require  fuller  discussion  by  the 
Assembly. 

The  Assembly  is  the  principal  authority  in  the  Council  and  it  is  the 
only  body  on  which  all  member  Churches  will  be  directly  represented. 
Its  function  is,  therefore,  to  decide  on  the  general  policy  of  the  Council. 
It  must  meet  sufficiently  often  so  as  to  enable  it  to  bear  the  main 
responsibility  for  the  Council’s  work  and  so  as  to  give  opportunity  to 
all  member  Churches  to  participate  in  its  life.  On  the  other  hand  it 
cannot  meet  too  often,  for  meetings  of  the  Assembly  make  very  high 
demands  on  time,  energy  and  financial  resources. 

The  problem  is  complicated  by  two  other  circumstances.  It  has  already 
become  clear  that  the  present  size  of  the  Assembly  is  insufficient,  if  all 
member  Churches  are  to  be  represented  adequately  and  if  the  provision 
concerning  laymen  and  women  is  to  be  taken  seriously.  A  larger  Assembly 
means,  however,  an  increase  in  expense.  Again  it  will  be  necessary  to  call 
world  conferences  on  specific  aspects  of  the  total  Christian  task  and  the 
personnel  of  these  conferences  will  largely  overlap  with  the  membership 
of  the  Assembly.  This  is  specially  true  with  regard  to  ‘Faith  and  Order’ 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council.  The  question  arises  whether 
one  of  these  World  Conferences  should  be  held  just  before  or  after  the 
second  Assembly  —  so  as  to  save  time  and  money. 

The  Assembly  will  have  to  decide  in  the  light  of  all  these  considera¬ 
tions  when  it  desires  to  meet  next,  how  large  the  next  Assembly  should 
be  and  what  should  be  the  nature  of  the  second  Assembly.  It  is  also 
most  desirable  that  tentative  agreement  should  be  reached  concerning  a 
schedule  of  world  conferences  in  the  coming  ten  years. 
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The  powers  of  the  Central  Committee  are  defined  in  the 
Constitution.  Its  function  is  to  supervise  the  activities  of  the  Council 
and  to  translate  the  policies  decided  upon  by  the  Assembly  in  terms  of 
concrete  plans  and  projects.  Since  it  will  have  90  members,  it  will  be 
a  most  representative  body.  The  great  question  is,  however,  whether  the 
Churches  which  are  represented  on  the  Committee  will  be  able  to  send 
these  representatives  each  year  to  a  meeting.  The  Assembly  will  have 
to  consider  what  this  means  in  terms  of  finance  and  what  arrangements 
should  be  made  about  the  attendance  of  proxies  (see  the  Rules  and 
Regulations ,  article  II:  1). 

The  Executive  Committee  will  have  to  meet  two  or  three 
times  each  year  in  order  to  deal  with  current  business.  Experience  shows 
that  unless  a  responsible  governing  body  of  the  Council  meets  once 
every  four  to  six  months,  the  departmental  committees  and  the  General 
Secretariate  are  practically  forced  to  take  decisions  which  ought  nor¬ 
mally  to  be  taken  by  one  of  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Council.  This 
situation  could  also  be  remedied  to  some  extent,  if  some  persons  who,  as 
‘Church  representatives’,  secretaries  or  in  other  capacities  are  working 
in  or  near  the  World  Council  Headquarters  and  who  have  the  full 
confidence  of  their  Churches  could  be  authorised  by  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  to  act  for  them  in  cases  of  emergency. 

The  General  Secretariat  is  responsible  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  decisions  of  the  governing  bodies  and  acts  as  a  link  between 
these  bodies  and  the  departmental  and  other  commissions.  The  specific 
duties  of  the  General  Secretariat  are  described  below. 

The  Departmental  Commissions  are  appointed  by  the 
Central  Committee  and  report  annually  to  that  committee.  They  should 
have  far-reaching  autonomy  within  their  own  realm  of  activity,  as  it  is 
defined  by  the  Assembly  and  the  Central  Committee.  But  they  should 
not  make  public  utterances  (see  below)  or  take  action  affecting  general 
World  Council  policy  without  previous  clearance  with  the  responsible 
bodies  of  the  Council  through  the  General  Secretariat. 

The  Executive  Heads  of  the  departments  or  agencies  are  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  decisions  of  the  commissions  and  for 
the  supervision  of  the  secretaries  who  work  in  their  department  or 
agency. 

The  Assembly  will  have  to  give  special  attention  to  the  question  how 
a  more  adequate  participation  of  lay  men  and  women  may  be  insured 
in  the  Assembly  and  in  the  governing  bodies.  Experience  shows  that  this 
can  only  be  done,  if  the  member  Churches  have  more  than  one  or  two 
places  on  the  Assembly.  The  Assembly  will,  therefore,  have  to  consider 
whether  the  number  of  places  on  the  Assembly  should  be  increased  and 
the  Churches  should  be  requested  to  assign  the  extra  place  or  places 
given  to  them  to  lay  men  or  women. 

In  this  connection  an  even  wider  question  had  to  be  faced.  Is  there  in 
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this  structure  sufficient  room  for  the  full  participation  of  men  and 
women,  lay  members  and  theologians  who  may  have  a  very  real  contri¬ 
bution  to  make  to  the  life  of  the  Council  and  who  are  not  directly 
appointed  by  their  Churches  or  one  of  the  governing  bodies?  It  is 
suggested  that  this  vital  question  should  be  answered  in  the  following 
ways:  first  by  continuing  the  present  practice  of  inviting  some  ‘consul¬ 
tants’  to  important  meetings,  if  and  when  their  counsel  is  needed;  second 
by  making  full  use  of  the  constitutional  provision  that  the  commissions 
may  add  to  their  membership  clerical  and  lay-persons  approved  for  the 
purpose  by  the  Central  Committee;  third  by  calling  from  time  to  time 
special  meetings  on  specific  issues  of  ecumenical  interest  which  will 
provide  opportunity  for  consultation  with  representative  lay  people  and 
theologians  from  the  member  Churches. 


ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE  INTERNATIONAL 
MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

At  its  meeting  in  1947  the  Provisional  Committee  adopted  for  sub¬ 
mission  to  the  Assembly  a  proposal  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council 
according  to  which  ‘the  effective  cooperation  in  close  association’  and 
‘their  identity  of  purpose  and  concern  for  the  evangelisation  of  the 
world’  should  find  expression  in  coordinaiton  of  their  activities  in 
various  realms  and  in  the  use  of  the  titles:  ‘The  World  Council  of 
Churches  (in  association  with  the  International  Missionary  Council)’ 
and  ‘The  International  Missionary  Council  (in  association  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’.  *)  These  proposals  are  the  result  of  a 
process  of  drawing  progressively  closer  which  began  in  1938  and  has 
been  steadily  growing. 

This  proposal  has  already  been  approved  by  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council  at  its  meeting  in  Whitby  (Canada)  in  1947.  The  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee  recommends  most  strongly  that  the  Assembly  should 
also  approve  it.  The  great  majority  of  member  Churches  of  the  World 
Council  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  are  participating  in  the 
activities  of  the  LM.C,  They  are  now  also  beginning  to  take  active  part 
in  the  various  activities  of  the  World  Council.  It  is  highly  desirable  that 
instead  of  giving  any  impression  of  competition  the  two  ecumenical 
bodies  should  coordinate  their  plans  in  all  respects.  Already  in  the 
matter  of  invitations  to  join  the  World  Council  (and  the  criteria  for 
such  invitations)  in  international  affairs,  in  study-work,  in  press-work, 
in  synchronising  meetings,  in  youth-work  there  has  been  effective 
cooperation  and  joint  planning.  It  is  now  proposed  that  the  existing 
interdependence  should  be  made  manifest  in  a  relationship  of  association 
between  the  two  councils.  Such  an  intimate  relationship  will  provide 


The  text  of  the  proposal  is  given  in  Chapter  11. 
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a  basis  for  further  joint  action  such  as  has  already  been  proposed  in 
relation  to  a  Far  Eastern  office  (see  below). 

It  is,  however,  not  only  for  practical  reasons  that  the  two  bodies  are 
increasingly  drawing  together.  The  strongest  motive  for  the  proposed 
association  is  that,  as  we  emphasised  in  another  session,  unity  and  wit¬ 
ness,  the  concern  for  the  one-ness  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
concern  for  its  extension  through  evangelisation  belong  together.  The 
older  Churches  need  to  be  constantly  reminded  of  their  evangelistic  and 
missionary  task.  The  younger  Churches  need  the  visible  demonstration 
of  their  full  partnership  in  the  world-wide  fellowship.  Thus  after  the 
flowing  together  of  the  two  streams  of  ‘Life  and  Work’  and  ‘Faith  and 
Order5  we  may  now  look  forward  to  the  flowing  together  of  the  stream 
of  missionary  cooperation  with  the  stream  of  the  ecumenical  movement 
of  the  Churches. 

The  association  between  the  World  Council  and  the  International 
Missionary  Council  implies  that  officers  and  general  staff-members  of 
the  I.M.C.  should  take  part  in  major  meetings  of  the  World  Council 
and  that  a  joint  committee  is  required  which  would  be  an  organ  of 
regular  consultation  and  which  would  administer  any  common  projects 
which  the  two  bodies  may  desire  to  assign  to  it. 

6.  RELATIONS  WITH  NATIO  N~W  IDE  ECUMENICAL 

BODIES 

The  World  Council  is  a  Council  of  Churches  and  desires  to  have  direct 
contact  with  its  member  Churches,  just  as  the  Churches  desire  to  have 
direct  contact  with  the  Council.  The  nation-wide  Christian  councils  or 
ecumenical  councils  in  and  through  which  the  Churches  cooperate  are, 
therefore,  not  a  part  of  the  organisational  structure  of  the  Council.  In 
this  connection  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  existing  national 
councils  differ  considerably  in  status  and  composition.  Some  of  them  are 
well  established,  others  of  them  have  just  come  into  existence;  some 
have  a  far-flung  programme  of  activities;  others  confine  their  activity 
to  occasional  consultation  between  the  Churches;  some  represent  all 
member  Churches  of  the  World  Council  in  their  country;  others  do  not 
represent  all  Churches  in  their  area  which  have  entered  the  World 
Council.  There  can,  however,  be  no  question  that  the  relation  of  these 
councils  to  the  World  Council  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance.  One  way 
in  which  the  question  becomes  acute  is  that  the  councils  in  most  countries 
of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  are  constituent  organisations  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council.  Close  coordination  with  the  I.M.C. 
means  necessarily  close  cooperation  with  the  national  Christian  councils 
affiliated  to  it. 

But  the  question  arises  also  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Since  many 
ecumenical  activities  such  as  the  work  of  reconstruction  (in  giving  and 
receiving  countries),  study-work,  youth-work  etc.  require  coordination 
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on  a  national  as  well  as  an  international  scale,  it  is  natural  that  in  many 
countries  the  member  Churches  look  to  these  councils  for  the  coordination 
of  ecumenical  activities  related  to  the  World  Council.  Thus  the  national 
councils  of  Churches  have  already  rendered  great  services  to  the  World 
Council. 

It  is,  therefore,  desirable  that  the  relationships  with  these  councils 
should  be  regularised.  A  proposal  to  insert  a  new  article  in  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  concerning  consultative  relationships  with  ‘such  constituent  bodies 
of  the  I.M.C.  and  such  nation-wide  councils  of  Churches  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  Central  Committee’  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Assembly.  This  article  does  not  imply  that  the  national  councils  become 
part  of  the  official  organisational  structure  of  the  World  Council.  The 
only  constituent  bodies  of  the  World  Council  are  and  remain  the 
member  Churches  and  these  continue  to  have  direct  relationships  with 
the  World  Council.  But  the  article  does  imply  that  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  may  establish  relationships  of  a  consultative  character  with  those 
national  councils  which  are  well  established  and  which  draw  together 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  member  Churches  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  in  their  area.  It  should  be  added  that  many  of  the  leaders  of  these 
councils  have  been  among  the  pioneers  of  the  ecumenical  movement  and 
can  bring  to  the  World  Council  a  rich  treasure  of  experience  in  inter- 
Church  cooperation. 

7.  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 

The  Provisional  Committee  proposes  the  following  definitions  concern¬ 
ing  the  task  of  the  General  Secretariat  (namely  the  General  Secretary, 
the  Associate  General  Secretaries  and  the  Assistant  General  Secretaries): 
the  General  Secretariat  is  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil;  it  is  to  carry  out  the  policies  decided  upon  by  the  Assembly,  the 
Central  Committee  or  the  Executive  Committee;  its  specific  responsi¬ 
bilities  are  the  conduct  of  the  day-by-day  business  of  the  Council, 
relations  with  member  Churches,  other  ecumenical  and  international 
bodies,  the  preparation  and  administration  of  conferences  and  meetings 
of  a  general  nature,  the  general  supervision  and  coordination  of  the 
activities  and  publications  of  the  commissions  and  departments  of  the 
Council,  the  interpretation  of  the  work  of  the  Council  to  the  Churches 
and  to  the  public,  the  publication  of  the  World  Council  magazine  and 
the  administration  of  activities  not  otherwise  assigned.  The  General 
Secretariat  is  furthermore  responsible  for  the  securing  and  appointment 
of  the  necessary  staff  to  carry  out  policies  decided  upon  by  the  govern¬ 
ing  bodies.  The  appointment  of  executive  heads  of  departments  is  to  be 
confirmed  by  he  Central  Committee.  Other  staff-members  with  the 
status  of  World  Council  secretaries  are  nominated  by  the  departmental 
commissions  to  the  General  Secretariat,  which  appoints  them  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  Executive  Committee. 
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The  General  Secretariat  must  remain  in  close  touch  with  the  work 
of  the  various  departments  so  as  to  ensure  that  their  policies  and  acti¬ 
vities  are  coordinated  with  each  other  and  with  the  total  programme  of 
the  Council.  If  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion  between  a  department 
and  the  General  Secretariate  or  if  problems  arise  which  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  bearing  on  the  general  policy  of  the  Council,  the  General 
Secretariat  shall  submit  such  matters  to  the  Central  Committee  or  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  General  Secretariat  shall  consult  the  Central  Committee  or  the 
Executive  Committee  on  all  major  matters  of  policy.  If  it  proves  im¬ 
possible  to  wait  for  a  meeting  of  one  of  these  committees,  it  shall  consult 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  or  call  a  meeting  of  such 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  can  be  brought  together  at 
short  notice.  In  this  connection  it  is  highly  desirable  that  in  so  far  as 
possible  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  should  authorise  persons 
in  or  near  the  headquarters  of  the  Council  to  represent  them  in  cases 
of  emergency.  Decisions  taken  in  such  circumstances  will  require  the 
confirmation  of  the  Executive  Committee  or  the  Central  Committee. 

Finally  a  small  Staf  f-c  ommittee  should  be  formed  whose 
members  should  be  chosen  among  heads  of  departments  and  ‘Church 
representatives’.  The  members  of  this  committee  would  assist  the  General 
Secretariat  in  major  questions  of  policy  and  administration. 

An  important  question  for  the  whole  organisation  of  the  Council  is 
in  how  far  the  General  Secretariat  should  be  centralised  and  in  how  far 
it  should  be  decentralised.  Experience  has  already  shown  the  great 
advantages  of  having  regional  offices  of  the  Council.  By  its  very  nature 
the  Council  must  desire  not  to  be  identified  too  strongly  with  any  one 
part  of  the  world.  And  it  can  manifest  its  universality  best  by  its  actual 
presence  through  responsible  full  time  officers  in  different  areas.  It  must 
of  course  be  recognised  that  this  form  of  decentralisation  might  also 
have  undesirable  consequences.  There  is  a  certain  danger  that  the  deve¬ 
lopment  of  regional  headquarters  may  lead  to  sectional  self  sufficiency. 
At  the  same  time  there  may  arise  some  confusion  as  to  whether  the 
officers  concerned  are  in  the  first  place  servants  of  the  Council  as  a 
whole  working  in  and  for  a  particular  area  or  servants  of  the  Churches 
in  an  area  representing  that  area  in  relation  to  the  Council.  The  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee  believes,  however,  that  these  difficulties  can  be  over¬ 
come,  if  they  are  recognised  from  the  outset.  It  considers  that  regional 
offices  of  the  Council  are  to  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
General  Secretariat  that  they  work  under  the  direction  of  the  World 
Council’s  governing  bodies  and  its  General  Secretary  and  that  their 
principal  task  is,  therefore,  to  carry  out  general  World  Council  policies 
in  their  area  rather  than  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  Churches  of  one  area 
alone.  It  is  with  this  understanding  that  the  Provisional  Committee 
recommends  the  continuation  and  extension  of  the  practice  of  having 
regional  offices. 
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The  Provisional  Committee  has  approved  in  principle  the  proposal  of 
the  joint  Committee  of  the  World  Council  and  the  I.M.C.  that  a  joint 
office  of  these  two  bodies  be  established  in  East  Asia.  This  proposal 
has  already  been  studied  by  a  special  committee  of  representatives  of  the 
national  Christian  councils  in  that  area,  on  which  the  I.M.C.  and  the 
World  Council  are  also  represented.  This  committee  has  recommended 
to  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  that  action  be  taken  which  will  make  it  possible  to  set  up 
a  joint  Eastern  Asia  Secretariat  of  the  I.M.C.  and  the  W.C.C.  for  an 
experimental  period  of  not  less  than  three  years.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  secretary  is  not  to  be  concerned  with  regional  departmental 
administration,  but  with  liaison  work  among  the  Churches  and  Christian 
Councils,  and  also  with  the  establishing  of  closer  contact  than  now 
exists  between  the  East  Asian  Churches  and  Councils  and  the  world¬ 
wide  movement  of  the  Church.  The  whole  proposal  will  be  further  dis¬ 
cussed  at  the  Christian  Conference  of  Eastern  Asia  to  be  held  in  China 
in  1949.  The  Provisional  Committee  recommends  that  the  Assembly 
authorise  the  Central  and  Executive  Committee  to  go  forward  with  this 
plan,  if  and  when  it  is  accepted  by  the  member  Churches  and  national 
Christian  councils  in  East  Asia. 

8.  FAITH  AND  ORDER 

The  Provisional  Committee  considers  that  the  paramount  task  of  the 
Council  is  ‘to  witness  to  the  unity  of  the  Body  of  Christ’.  All  activities 
of  the  Council  should  help  in  making  that  witness  effective.  It  remains, 
however,  the  special  privilege  and  duty  of  ‘Faith  and  Order’  to  con¬ 
centrate  its  attention  and  energy  exclusively  on  this  fundamental  task. 

The  Provisional  Committee  confirms  the  resolution  which  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  of  Faith  and  Order  (Clarens,  1947)  has  adopted 
concerning  the  specific  function  of  Faith  and  Order :  ‘The  task  of  Faith 
and  Order  within  the  World  Council  has  two  equally  important  aspects: 
The  first  task  is  to  continue  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  those  differen¬ 
ces  in  the  faith  and  order  of  the  Churches  which  are  obstacles  to  their 
full  unity  and  of  the  possible  ways  to  overcome  these  differences.  This 
task  must  be  carried  out  through  the  work  of  theological  commissions 
composed  of  specialists  appointed  by  the  Commission  on  Faith  and 
Order  who  prepare  carefully  the  material  to  be  submitted  to  World 
Conferences  on  Faith  and.  Order. 

The  second  task  is  to  proclaim  the  essential  oneness  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  and  the  obligation  of  the  Churches  to  manifest  that  unity,  so  that 
the  Churches  may  not  only  cooperate  together,  but  live  together  as 
members  of  the  one  Body  of  Christ.  This  task  implies  that  through  the 
spoken  and  written  word  the  challenge  of  unity  should  be  kept  con¬ 
stantly  before  the  Churches,  and  that  they  should  be  kept  fully  informed 
concerning  all  developments  relating  to  the  union  of  Churches  in  all 
parts  of  the  world’. 
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In  order  to  fulfil  adequately  these  functions  the  department  should 
contain  at  least  one  member  giving  full  time  service  to  ‘Faith  and  Order’ 
work.  The  functions  of  the  department  have  been  described  by  the 
Continuation  Committee  in  the  following  manner:  ca)  to  assist  and  to 
coordinate  the  work  of  the  Taith  and  Order’  theological  commissions; 
b)  to  keep  the  challenge  of  Christian  Unity  before  the  Churches  and 
the  World  Council;  c)  to  follow  all  developments  in  the  matter  of  the 
union  of  Churches  and  to  keep  all  the  Churches  informed  of  these 
developments;  d)  to  coordinate  the  work  of  Taith  and  Order’  with  the 
work  of  the  various  departments  of  the  World  Council.’ 

The  Provisional  Committee  recommends  that  this  proposal  be  adopted 
in  order  that  there  may  be  a  true  interpenetration  of  the  two  traditions 
out  of  which  the  World  Council  has  grown  and  that  the  main  goal  of 
all  ecumenical  activity  may  be  presented  continuously  to  the  Council 
and  to  the  member  Churches. 

With  regard  to  the  integration  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  into  the  World  Council  the  Provisional  Committee  recommends 
the  adoption  of  the  following  proposals  of  the  Continuation  Committee: 

a)  In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  1937  Edinburgh  Con¬ 
ference,  and  in  accordance  with  the  proposed  programme  for  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  agreed  upon  at  the  meeting  of  the  Provisional 
Committee  in  April  1947,  the  Continuation  Committee  of  Faith  and 
Order  shall  become  the  World  Council’s  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Assembly  of  delegates 
from  the  Churches  in  August  1948.  The  officers  and  the  Executive 
Committee  shall  continue  as  at  present  and  in  accordance  with  the 
terminology  adopted  by  the  World  Council  its  secretariat  shall  be 
known  as  the  Taith  and  Order’  department  of  the  World  Council. 

b)  When  in  the  judgment  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  the 
studies  of  the  theological  commissions  have  reached  the  point  where 
they  are  ready  for  consideration  by  the  Churches,  the  Taith  and  Order’ 
Commission  shall  ask  the  World  Council  to  invite  the  Churches  to  send 
chosen  representatives  to  a  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  the 
sessions  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  these  subjects. 
The  date  and  place  will  be  decided  by  the  World  Council  Assembly  or 
by  its  Central  Committee  and  the  invitations  will  be  issued  in  the  name 
of  the  World  Council.  The  Conference  shall  send  its  report  directly  to 
the  Churches  and  their  replies  shall  be  sent  to  the  Taith  and  Order’ 
Commission,  which  shall  consider  them  and  decide  what  next  steps  are 
to  be  taken. 

c)  Until  such  another  World  Conference  be  held,  vacancies  in  the 
World  Council’s  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Assembly  or  by  its  Central  Committee,  with  due  regard  to  adequate 
representation  of  confessional  viewpoints  and  of  the  Churches  concerned. 
When  a  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  is  held,  it  shall  nominate 
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to  the  World  Council  the  list  of  those  to  be  appointed  to  the  Council’s 
post-Conference  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order. 

d)  The  work  of  the  department  shall  be  carried  on  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  and  its  Executive  Committee, 
in  cooperation  and  consultation  with  the  Study  Department  of  the 
World  Council. 

e)  The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  shall  prepare  its  budget  and 
shall  submit  it  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  World  Council’s  budget. 

9.  STUDY 

The  significance  of  the  process  of  ecumenical  study  which  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  Study  Department  and  its  Commission  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  has  enabled  Christian  thinkers  of  many  Churches  and  nations  to 
face  together  the  crucial  issues  in  the  life  of  the  Church  and  the  world. 
Practically  for  the  first  time  in  Church-history  since  the  Reformation 
theologians  and  laymen,  who  had  done  their  work  largely  in  isolation 
from  each  other,  were  brought  in  vital  and  continuous  contact  with 
each  other,  had  to  listen  to  each  other,  and  were  thus  given  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  carry  on  their  thinking  in  an  ecumenical  frame-work. 

In  this  way  a  definite  contribution  has  been  made  to  the  clarification  | 
of  important  aspects  of  the  message  and  life  of  the  Church.  Even  if  the 
area  of  agreement  is  still  relatively  restricted,  at  the  present  stage  of 
ecumenical  development  it  makes  a  very  great  difference  whether  the 
spokesmen  of  the  Church  in  theology  and  ethics  speak  after  having 
listened  to  each  other,  or  whether  they  speak  without  any  reference  to 
each  other.  It  is  clear  that  this  study-work  must  not  only  be  continued 
but  intensified.  The  ecumenical  task  of  the  Council  cannot  be  fulfilled, 
unless  by  thorough  discussion  of  the  basic  questions  the  Churches  seek 
to  learn  from  each  other  and  to  arrive  at  common  answers.  Even  if  the 
study-work  does  not  show  quick  tangible  results,  its  importance  is  clear 
to  all  who  think  of  the  ecumenical  task  in  terms  of  decades  rather  than 
of  years.  It  should  be  added  that  we  owe  it  to  the  study-work  more 
than  to  any  other  phase  of  ecumenical  activity  that  many  spiritual 
leaders  in  the  Churches  have  identified  themselves  with  the  ecumenical 
cause. 

The  Study  Department  is  the  Study  Department  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  therefore,  it  cannot  regard  as  outside  its  scope  any  subject 
with  which  the  World  Council  is  concerned.  These  subjects  include  the  • 
faith  by  which  the  Churches  live,  the  expression  of  that  faith  in  the  life, 
organisation,  worship,  practical  service  and  expansion  of  the  Churches,  j 
social,  political  and  international  problems,  in  so  far  as  these  affect  and 
are  affected  by  the  Christian  faith  and  the  Biblical  revelation. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  time  will  never  come  when  the  World  Council 
will  have  a  Study  Department  strong  enough  to  deal  itself  with  all  this  « 
vast  range  of  subjects.  Much  of  its  work  must  be  done  by  delegation 
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and  in  cooperation  with  other  bodies  engaged  in  study  and  research. 
For  example,  many  subjects  concerned  with  the  faith  and  order  of  the 
Church  are  covered  by  Faith  and  Order.  If  the  Study  Department  finds 
it  necessary  to  initiate  study  on  any  related  subject,  it  will  do  so  only 
after  full  consultation  with  Faith  and  Order.  The  first  task  of  the  Study 
Department,  therefore,  is  to  maintain  close  contacts  with  the  other 
departments  of  the  World  Council  and  the  Ecumenical  Institute  at 
Bossey,  with  the  Study  and  Research  Department  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  with  the  national  ecumenical  study  committees 
which  are  growing  up  in  many  countries,  with  theological  faculties, 
and  with  secular  agencies  engaged  in  the  study  of  subjects  of  interest 
to  the  Churches. 

Its  own  continuing  programme  must  be  considered  in  the  five  following 
aspects: 

1.  The  initiation  of  studies  on  questions  which  are  of  vital  concern 
to  the  Churches  in  the  present  world  situation  and  which  require 
ecumenical  consultation.  In  order  to  ensure  effective  results,  it  is  essential 
that  these  studies  should  be  sharply  focussed  on  one  or  two  outstanding 
issues.  Among  the  subjects  already  proposed  are  the  following:  The  Bible 
and  the  Church’s  message  to  the  world;  Freedom  and  Order  in  modern 
society;  Training  for  the  Ministry;  The  Church’s  attitude  to  nationalism. 
The  final  choice  of  the  subject  and  of  its  formulation  will  have  to 
depend  very  largely  on  the  outcome  of  the  Assembly  and  should,  there¬ 
fore,  be  left  to  the  Study  Commission  and  the  Central  Committee. 

2.  The  study  preparations  for  the  Assembly  and  other  ecumenical 
gatherings.  Experience  shows  that  the  value  of  such  conferences  depends 
largely  on  the  thoroughness  of  the  preparation,  and  for  that,  if  it  is  to 
be  effectively  carried  out,  a  period  of  five  years  is  not  too  long.  The 
Central  Committee  should,  therefore,  decide  as  soon  as  possible  what 
is  to  be  the  main  emphasis  in  the  programme  of  the  second  Assembly. 

3.  A  service  of  information  and  of  the  collection  and  classification 
of  material  on  subjects  of  common  concern  to  the  Churches.  This 
material  can  be  made  accessible  through  the  ‘Ecumenical  Review’, 
through  the  documentary  volumes  in  the  series  ‘Ecclesia  Militans’  and 
by  direct  contact  with  related  bodies  and  agencies. 

4.  The  coordination  of  ecumenical  study  and  research.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  should,  besides  undertaking  such  enquiries  as  may  be  remitted  to 
it  by  other  departments  or  commissions,  also  serve  as  coordinator 
between  the  particular  study  processes  carried  out  by  them. 

Close  relationships  should  thus  be  maintained  with  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  which  through  its  conferences  for  members  of  various  profes¬ 
sional  groups  is  naturally  also  drawn  into  the  field  of  study.  In  the 
international  field  the  Department  will  obviously  work  closely  together 
with  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs.  While 
the  latter  will  be  primarily  concerned  with  specific  study  projects  of 
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immediate  interest  for  the  policy  and  action  of  the  parent  bodies,  the 
former  should  primarily  deal  with  long-term  studies  of  basic  issues. 

5.  Ecclesia  Militans.  It  is,  furthermore,  suggested  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  should  continue  the  series  of  Ecclesia  Militans  studies.  These  are 
surveys  of  the  attitude  and  action  of  the  Churches  in  specific  practical 
areas  and  provide  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  Churches  to  learn 
from  each  other.  An  important  special  project  under  this  heading  is  the 
inquiry  into  Life  and  Work  of  Women  in  the  Church  which  has  met 
with  a  very  widespread  and  encouraging  response  and  about  which  a 
preliminary  report  is  being  submitted  to  the  Assembly. 

The  Study  Department  needs  a  nucleus  of  staff-members  with  con¬ 
siderable  ecumenical  experience.  But  this  nucleus  will  probably  never  be 
large  enough  to  cope  with  the  whole  task.  It  is,  therefore,  highly 
desirable  that  the  Churches,  theological  colleges  and  other  bodies  should 
make  available  temporary  collaborators.  Such  temporary  collaboration 
keeps  the  Department  in  vital  touch  with  the  Churches  and  enriches 
the  Churches  to  which  those  collaborators  return. 

Those  who  have  been  engaged  in  ecumenical  study-work  have  become 
convinced  that  the  time  has  come  to  begin  thinking  about  a  more 
adequate  and  thorough  approach  to  the  whole  problem.  What  has  been 
done  and  is  being  done  is  worth  while.  But  is  a  department  with  a  few 
secretaries,  who  must  give  practically  all  their  time  to  the  organisation 
of  study,  sufficient  as  the  centre  of  common  thought  for  the  World 
Council  with  all  its  opportunities  and  responsibilities?  Do  we  not  need 
a  study-centre  or  institute  which  will  carry  on  research  on  the  questions 
which  are  of  vital  interest  to  the  Churches?  If  we  think  of  the  time, 
energy  and  money  which  secular  organisations  spend  on  study  and 
research,  it  would  seem  that  the  ecumenical  cause  which  is  so  largely  a 
pioneering  cause  and  the  future  of  which  depends  so  largely  on  fearless 
thinking  through  of  our  common  problems  deserves  to  be  supported  by 
an  adequate  instrument  for  study  and  research.  At  its  meeting  in 
February  1946,  the  Provisional  Committee  recorded  its  desire  that  ‘an 
Ecumenical  Centre  of  Study  and  Research,  which  in  its  intellectual 
calibre  and  its  material  resources  would  be  worthy  of  the  World  Council, 
be  established  at  the  earliest  possible  moment’.  The  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  expresses  the  hope  that  the  Assembly  will  face  this  challenge. 

IO.  RECONSTRUCTION  AND  INTER-CHURCH  AID 

The  significance  of  the  work  of  reconstruction  and  inter-Church  aid 
which  the  Council  has  been  allowed  to  do  since  the  end  of  the  war  lies 
not  only  in  the  actual  help  which  has  been  given  to  the  Churches  but 
in  the  tangible  and  practical  witness  which  has  thus  been  rendered  to 
the  reality  of  ecumenical  solidarity. 

At  the  very  outset  the  policy  of  the  Council  in  this  realm  was  defined 
in  the  following  terms:  the  task  of  reconstruction  is  to  be  conceived  as 
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an  ecumenical  task  in  which  all  Churches  participate  and  the  common 
objective  is  to  rebuild  the  life  of  the  whole  fellowship  of  Churches;  this 
should  mean  that  the  Churches  in  the  Council  agree  to  coordinate 
their  policies  and  activities  and  that  they  will  not  confine  their  help 
exclusively  to  the  Churches  belonging  to  the  same  denomination.  Conse¬ 
quently  both  in  giving  and  receiving  countries  inter-Church  committees 
for  reconstruction  were  set  up  and  the  Reconstruction  Department  be¬ 
came  the  intermediary  between  these  committees. 

In  the  light  of  the  general  policy  of  the  World  Council,  coordination 
must  not  be  taken  to  mean  centralised  control  of  the  reconstruction 
process.  Coordination  means  that  each  member  Church  of  the  Council 
agrees  to  inform  the  Reconstruction  Department  of  its  needs  or  of  its 
plans  for  help  to  other  Churches,  that  these  needs  and  plans  are  studied 
in  the  light  of  the  total  need  and  the  total  resources  available  and  that 
the  Chrurches  agree  to  reconsider  their  askings  and  their  reconstruction 
plans  in  the  light  of  this  study.  This  form  of  collaboration  is  essential, 
if  ecumenical  fellowship  is  to  be  a  reality. 

Another  less  essential  but  useful  function  of  the  Department  is  to  offer 
to  'the  giving  Churches  facilities  for  the  carrying  out  of  reconstruction 
projects.  A  large  part  of  the  funds  made  available  have  actually  passed 
through  its  hands. 

Ecumenical  collaboration  on  this  scale  was  unprecedented  and  it  was, 
therefore,  hardly  to  be  expected  that  it  would  be  wholly  successful. 
It  was,  however,  undertaken  because,  as  it  was  stated  at  that  time:  ‘the 
reconstruction  work  will  become  the  great  test  of  the  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment/  The  outcome  of  this  test  is  not  wholly  clear.  On  the  one  hand 
it  can  be  stated  with  gratitude  that  there  has  been  remarkable  cooper¬ 
ation  between  the  Churches  both  in  giving  and  receiving  countries  and 
that  it  is  owing  to  that  cooperation  that  no  Church  in  need  has  been 
overlooked  and  that  there  has  been  no  overlapping  or  waste  of  money 
and  effort.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  recognised  that  there  is  practi¬ 
cally  no  country  —  giving  or  receiving  —  where  the  plan  of  coordin¬ 
ation  has  not  met  with  very  real  difficulties.  And  it  must  be  added  that 
some  Churches  have  never  accepted  the  invitation  to  join  in  a  plan  of 
ecumenical  coordination. 

There  are,  therefore,  two  major  questions  to  be  faced.  Should  the 
reconstruction  work  be  continued  at  all?  And  should  it  be  continued 
along  the  same  lines  of  joint  planning  and  cooperation? 

There  can  be  little  doubt  about  the  answer  to  the  first  question.  In  some 
countries,  where  economic  and  social  conditions  have  not  improved  in 
the  last  two  years,  the  process  of  exhaustion  of  former  resources  makes 
itself  felt  in  its  full  force  to-day.  In  other  countries  where  the  process 
of  reconstruction  is  slow,  there  are  still  very  considerable  needs  to  be 
met.  In  this  connection  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  need  of  the  refugees,  many  of  which  are  worse  off  to-day  than 
they  were  two  years  ago.  But  in  many  other  realms  such  as  youth-work, 
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theological  education,  pastors’  salaries,  equipment  of  institutions,  very 
much  remains  to  be  done.  And  some  of  the  most  hopeful  new  develop¬ 
ments  which  have  taken  place  since  the  war,  would  surely  collapse,  if 
no  further  help  is  forthcoming.  The  Assembly  should,  therefore,  con¬ 
sider  whether  a  new  vigorous  appeal  to  the  Churches  should  not  be 
made  to  continue  their  work  of  solidarity  and  of  salvaging  Churches 
which  are  faced  by  grave  perils  but  also  with  great  opportunities. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question  the  policy  of  the  Council  must 
continue  to  be  to  encourage  and  exhort  the  Churches  to  cooperate  as 
much  as  possible.  It  is  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  two  years  ago  that  the 
reality  of  ecumenical  fellowship  is  at  stake.  It  has  never  been  the 
intention  of  the  Council  or  of  its  Reconstruction  Department  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  existing  relationships  between  Churches  or  to  contribute  their 
funds  to  one  large  pool  which  would  make  all  giving  anonymous  and 
impersonal.  But  the  Council  would  not  be  true  to  its  nature,  if  it  did  not 
ask  the  Churches  to  consider  that  the  lack  of  cooperation  means  auto¬ 
matically  overlapping,  competition  and  the  forgetting  of  real  needs, 
while  true  coordination  means  help  to  all  according  to  their  need  and 
the  building  of  the  ecumenical  community.  The  Provisional  Committee 
expresses,  therefore,  the  hope  that  the  very  real  value  of  coordination 
will  be  recognised  and  that  the  Reconstruction  Department  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  strategic  centre  of  a  general  ecumenical  plan  of  recon¬ 
struction. 

In  order  to  perform  its  complicated  task  which  requires  prompt 
decisions,  the  Reconstruction  Department  needs  considerable  autonomy. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Department  must  remain  in  the  closest  touch  with 
the  giving  and  receiving  Churches.  A  new  constitution  *  has,  therefore, 
been  worked  out  which  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  a  representative  ‘General  Reconstruction 
Committee’  which  should  lay  down  the  general  policy.  The  current 
work  should  be  supervised  by  the  Department’s  Executive  Committee 
and  its  Business  Committee. 

The  reconstruction  work  covers  a  wide  area  and  overlaps  to  some 
extent  with  the  field  of  work  of  most  other  departments.  It  is,  therefore, 
desirable  to  give  the  spokesmen  of  these  other  departments  a  recognised 
place  in  the  structure  of  reconstruction  work  and  to  give  the  Recon¬ 
struction  Department  representation  in  the  other  departments. 

Similarly  in  the  giving  and  receiving  countries  the  dualism  between 
reconstruction-bodies  and  inter-Church  bodies  dealing  with  general 
ecumenical  policy  must  be  avoided.  In  one  sense  all  ecumenical  activities 
in  this  post-war  era  are  aspects  of  reconstruction-work.  And  recon¬ 
struction  activities  worthy  of  that  name  must  include  all  concerns  of  I 
the  Churches.  It  will,  therefore,  never  be  possible  to  draw  a  clear  line 
of  distinction  between  reconstruction  activities  and  other  forms  of 
ecumenical  interchange.  But  what  can  and  should  be  done  is  to  establish  \ 

*  See  Chapter  8. 
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such  close  integration  between  the  work  of  reconstruction  committees, 
of  other  inter-Church-bodies  and  of  the  Churches  themselves  that  all 
ecumenical  activities  are  seen  as  parts  of  one  total  work  of  Christian 
solidarity  and  that  the  available  funds  are  used  for  all  constructive  tasks 
in  which  the  Churches  can  help  each  other. 

Two  special  divisions  of  the  Reconstruction  Department  must  be 
mentioned  separately.  The  Refugee-division  with  its  committee  has 
an  urgent  task  to  perform  as  it  ministers  to  the  spiritual  and  other  needs 
of  the  millions  of  refugees,  many  of  whom  belong  to  member  Churches 
of  the  World  Council  and  many  of  whom  are  classed  as  ‘non-eligible’ 
for  help  by  the  International  Refugee  Organisation.  This  division  will 
also  have  to  give  much  time  and  energy  to  the  very  difficult  problem 
of  re-settlement  and  to  enlist  the  help  of  the  Churches  in  different  parts 
of  the  world  for  this  purpose.  The  Churches  have  a  clear  obligation 
to  help  these  fellow-Christians  who  need  more  than  anyone  else  the 
active  encouragement  of  a  visible  and  tangible  ecumenical  fellowship. 

The  other  division  is  the  Ecumenical  Loan  Foundation,  which  has 
been  set  up  to  help  Churches  to  help  themselves.  Its  purpose  is  to  give 
short  term  loans  to  Churches  and  Christian  institutions  which  are  in 
need,  but  can  reconstruct  their  own  existence,  if  they  get  temporary 
help.  The  policy  of  the  Foundation  is  to  ensure  that  the  funds  circulate 
as  rapidly  as  possible  within  each  particular  nation,  so  that  the  money 
may  render  the  greatest  possible  service  to  the  Christian  cause.  This  type 
of  service  is  increasingly  important  as  the  needy  Churches  pass  on  to  the 
stage  of  ‘self-help5.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  the  ‘Eclof5  fund 
may  be  greatly  strengthened. 

The  Provisional  Committee  expresses  the  hope  that  the  possibility  of 
setting  up  one  or  more  coordinating  centres  for  reconstruction  work  in 
Asia  will  be  examined  by  the  Churches  and  organisations  most  directly 
concerned.  And  it  would  suggest  to  these  bodies  that  such  a  centre  (or 
centres)  should  be  related  both  to  the  International  Missionary  Council 
and  to  the  World  Council.  In  this  manner  the  world-wide  solidarity  of 
the  Churches  would  be  more  clearly  manifested. 


II.  YOUTH 

Much  of  the  pioneering  work  in  ecumenical  relations  has  been  done 
by  Christian  youth.  It  is,  therefore,  not  astonishing  that  the  Stockholm 
Conference  of  1925  set  up  a  special  commission  for  youth-work  and 
that  the  various  branches  of  the  ecumenical  movement  have  all  sought 
to  encourage  the  participation  of  youth  in  ecumenical  activities.  But  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Ecumenical  Youth  Commission  in  the  years 
before  the  second  world-war  had  to  concentrate  all  its  energy  on  the 
preparation  of  the  World  Conference  of  Christian  It  outh  (1939)  an^ 
that  after  that  war  another  World  Conference  had  to  be  organised 
(Oslo,  1947)  the  actual  organisation  of  Church  youth  on  the  ecumenical 


level  has  never  had  sufficient  attention.  The  result  is  that  until  recently 
the  Church-related  youth  bodies  have  had  no  common  centre  of  in¬ 
spiration  and  clearing-house. 

In  the  meantime  the  demand  of  the  younger  Church  membership  for 
such  ecumenical  fellowship  and  collaboration  has  become  increasingly 
insistent.  This  became  especially  clear  at  the  World  Conference  of 
Christian  Youth  at  Oslo,  where  strong  spontaneous  expression  was  given 
to  the  desire  for  an  ecumenical  movement  of  Church-youth  within  the 
framework  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  first  task  of  the  Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council  is 
precisely  to  meet  that  manifest  need.  The  statement  of  policy  of  the 
Youth  Department  *,  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  says,  therefore:  ‘The  primary  task  of  the  Youth  Department  is 
to  help  the  Churches  and  in  particular  the  youth  organisations  of  the 
Churches  in  giving  to  their  youth  a  sense  of  participation  in  and  res¬ 
ponsibility  to  the  Church  Universal,  as  it  finds  its  provisional  expression 
in  the  ecumenical  movement.’  It  is  not  proposed  that  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  should  affiliate  Church  youth-movements,  since  in  the  setting  of 
the  World  Council-structure  the  youth-movements  or  youth-departments 
of  the  member  Churches  of  the  Council  are  organically  related  to  the 
Council  through  their  Churches.  For  the  same  reason  the  principle  is 
maintained  that  the  members  of  the  Youth  Department  Commission  are 
to  be  appointed  by  the  governing  bodies  of  the  World  Council. 

The  Youth  Department  will,  however,  not  succeed  in  gaining  the 
confidence  and  in  receiving  the  full  collaboration  of  the  younger 
Church-members  unless  it  encourages  in  the  largest  possible  measure  the 
participation  by  young  people  themselves  in  the  formulation  of  policy 
and  direction  of  activities  at  the  local,  national,  regional  and  world 
levels.  This  has  become  very  clear  when  the  plans  concerning  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  department  were  discussed  with  the  delegates  of  the  Church- 
youth  movements  at  Oslo  and  at  the  following  leaders  meeting  at 
Lund  (1947).  The  Lund  meeting  has,  therefore,  worked  out  a  plan 
according  to  which  the  35  members  of  the  Youth  Department  Commis¬ 
sion  would  be  nominated  by  the  Church  youth  movements  themselves 
and  according  to  which  at  least  ten  should  be  under  the  age  of  27  and 
at  least  ten  of  the  remainder  should  be  under  the  age  of  32.  It  is  stipul¬ 
ated  that  in  making  up  the  final  list  of  nominations  to  be  submitted  to 
the  governing  bodies  of  the  Council  due  regard  shall  be  given  to  such 
factors  as  numerical  size,  adequate  confessional  representation  and  ade¬ 
quate  geographical  distribution.  The  help  of  regional  area  councils  of 
Christian  youth  should  be  enlisted  in  this  process  of  choosing  the 
nominees. 

The  present  Youth  Department  Committee  and  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  express  the  hope  that  the  Asembly  will  approve  this  procedure 


*  See  Chapter  9. 
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which  would  ensure  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  Youth  Department 
remains  an  integral  part  of  the  World  Council  and  on  the  other  hand 
that  the  youth  of  the  Churches  will  consider  the  department  as  an 
expression  of  their  desire  for  ecumenical  fellowship  and  cooperation. 

The  tasks  of  the  Department  will  in  the  first  instance  be  mainly  in 
five  realms: 

1.  It  will  increase  opportunities  for  international  contact  between 
Christian  Youth.  The  department  will  have  to  set  up  processes  for 
developing  the  exchange  of  young  people  and  youth  leaders  for  camps 
and  conferences  and  the  exchange  of  literature  and  ideas. 

2.  It  will  seek  to  assist  the  youth-work  of  the  Churches  which  need 
and  request  help  for  this  purpose.  In  this  it  will  collaborate  closely  with 
the  Reconstruction  Department  which  has  already  given  very  consider¬ 
able  help  in  this  respect  and  has  made  the  appointment  of  a  special 
secretary  for  reconstruction  in  the  youth  field  possible. 

3.  It  will  encourage  international  study  and  discussion  on  methods 
of  youth  work  and  particularly  of  the  evangelisation  of  young  people 
who  have  lost  contact  or  have  never  had  contact  with  the  Churches. 
The  training  of  youth  leaders  at  the  Ecumenical  Institute  and  elsewhere 
is  an  important  feature  which  must  be  developed. 

4.  It  must  interpret  the  convictions  and  concerns  of  Youth  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  interpret  the  ecumenical  movement  in 
all  its  aspects  to  young  people.  The  tradition  established  by  ‘Faith  and 
Order’  and  ‘Life  and  Work’  for  young  people  to  follow  closely  the  work 
of  important  ecumenical  conferences  and  committees  must  be  carried  on. 

5.  It  must  extend  its  contacts  with  international  organisations  of 
Christian  Youth. 

It  is  proposed  that  especially  close  relationships  should  be  established 
with  the  Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council  of  Christian  Educ¬ 
ation,  so  that  the  two  youth  department  committees  should  be  very 
largely  overlapping  in  membership  and  that  each  should  be  known  as 
being  ‘in  association  with’  the  other.  This  is  all  the  more  important  since 
experience  has  already  shown  that  the  contacts  of  these  two  bodies  are 
complementary  and  that  in  some  countries  they  work  with  and  through 
the  same  Church  youth  agencies.  It  is  also  due  to  the  close  collaboration 
with  the  W.C.C.E.  through  the  ‘Joint  Commission  on  Christian  Educ¬ 
ation’  that  it  has  become  possible  to  begin  a  survey  of  all  Church-youth 
work,  which  will  have  a  considerable  bearing  on  the  future  policies  of 
the  Youth  Department. 

In  the  history  of  ecumenical  youth  work  there  has  always  been  close 
collaboration  between  the  ecumenical  movement  of  the  Churches  and 
the  Y.M.C.A.,  the  Y.W.C.A.  and  the  W.S.C.F.  This  collaboration  has 
found  its  clearest  manifestation  in  the  World  Conferences  at  Amsterdam 
and  Oslo.  The  formulation  of  policy  of  the  Youth  Department  states, 
therefore,  that  collaboration  with  these  movements  is  one  of  the  main 
functions  of  the  department.  The  Provisional  Committee  recommends, 
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therefore,  that  the  Youth  Department  should  participate  in  the  setting 
up  of  a  World  Christian  Youth  Commission  in  which  the  ecumenical 
bodies  concerned  with  youth  may  be  able  to  develop  their  cooperation. 
It  is  proposed  that  a  member  of  the  Youth  Department  staff  shall  serve 
as  the  secretary  of  the  staff-group  which  will  be  appointed  to  make  this 
cooperation  effective. 

If  the  Youth  Department  is  to  carry  out  the  above-mentioned  tasks, 
its  staff  will  have  to  be  strengthened.  And  it  will  need  a  considerable 
increase  of  its  resources.  In  this  connection  the  problem  arises  how 
Church  youth  groups  can  support  the  work  of  the  department  without 
interfering  with  the  general  contributions  of  their  Churches  to  the 
general  budget  of  the  Council.  It  is  recommended  that  this  problem 
be  studied  in  each  country  and  that  a  solution  be  sought  which  will 
allow  Church  youth  groups  to  give  specific  earmarked  gifts  for  the  work 
of  the  department  which  is  and  must  be  an  expression  of  their  sense 
of  ecumenical  responsibility. 

12.  THE  ECUMENICAL  INSTITUTE 

The  Ecumenical  Institute  was  set  up  in  1946  with  the  generous  help  of 
Mr  John  D.  Rockefeller  Jr  in  order  to  meet  the  need  for  Christian 
leadership,  especially  in  the  countries  which  had  suffered  so  greatly 
during  the  war.  The  plan  was  to  arrange  courses  for  younger  Churchmen 
which  would  give  them  an  ecumenical  vision  of  the  task  of  the  Church 
In  our  modern  world  and  enable  them  to  take  their  place  as  leaders  in 
the  renewal  of  the  Church.  The  original  plan  provided  for  three  full 
terms  (of  about,  three  months)  each  year,  while  the  summer  months  were 
to  be  devoted  to  shorter  conferences  and  meetings. 

The  experiences  of  the  first  two  years  have,  however,  led  the  Board 
to  modify  the  original  plan  to  some  extent.  The  general  courses  which 
have  been  held  have  been  more  than  worth-while  and  have  indeed  given 
the  students  a  new  conception  of  the  Church  and  of  their  own  respon¬ 
sibility.  But  it  was  discovered  that  the  greatest  need  and  opportunity 
was  to  be  found  in  a  more  specialised  approach  namely  in  helping 
laymen  in  thinking  through  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian  layman  in 
their  particular  secular  calling  and  in  acting  on  this  insight  so  that  the 
Christian  message  may  become  truly  relevant  to  modern  society.  Thus 
the  Board  would  now  formulate  the  aim  of  the  Institute  as  follows: 
The  Institute  is  an  ecumenical  and  evangelistic  centre  where  younger 
Churchmembers  are  helped  to  understand  what  the  renewal  of  the 
Church  means  for  the  Church  itself  and  for  its  relation  to  the  world. 
It  seeks  to  realise  this  aim  1)  by  organising  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
stimulating  laymen  to  discover  their  responsibility  as  Christian  laymen 
in  their  particular  area  of  life,  2)  by  coordinating  similar  activities  in 
different  countries,  3)  by  helping  to  start  such  activities  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  4)  by  general  courses  for  leadership-training,  5)  by  periods  of 
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intensive  common  study  on  common  problems  for  experienced  Church- 
leaders. 

Thus  the  main  emphasis  would  be  placed  on  the  specialised  approach 
on  the  professional  level.  Experience  shows  that  there  is  to-day  no  other 
field  of  evangelistic  activity  where  the  doors  are  more  widely  open. 
Men  and  women  in  many  secular  professions  have  come  to  realise  that 
it  is  not  enough  to  live  the  Christian  life  privately  and  that  they  are 
called  to  relate  their  Christian  faith  to  their  professional  work.  But 
since  the  Churches  have  given  so  little  guidance  with  regard  to  the 
problems  of  Christian  responsibility  in  secular  callings,  these  men  and 
women  are  at  a  loss  as  to  the  concrete  meaning  of  Christian  discipleship 
in  their  area  of  life.  Thus  they  are  fager  to  meet  together  as  Christian 
doctors,  Christian  educators,  Christian  businessmen,  Christian  politicians, 
etc.  etc.  and  in  discussion  with  theologians  and  with  each  other  to  explore 
this  largely  unexplored  territory.  In  a  number  of  countries  national 
institutes  or  centres  have  grown  up  in  recent  years  which  are  pioneering 
in  this  direction.  The  task  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  is  to  coordinate 
the  work  of  these  centres  and  to  complete  their  work  by  its  international 
and  ecumenical  approach  to  the  problem  of  Christian  vocation  in 
secular  life.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  staff  of  the 
Institute  one  person  whose  main  function  will  not  be  in  the  first  place 
to  teach  at  the  Institute  but  rather  the  preparation  and  following  up  of 
these  specialised  courses,  which  will  involve  travel,  editing  of  reports, 
preparation  of  documentation  etc.  Since,  however,  this  type  of  activity 
is  of  course  closely  related  to  the  work  of  the  Study-Department  and 
since  the  Reconstruction  Department  is  also  deeply  interested  in  the 
training  of  laymen,  an  inter-departmental  committee  on  lay-training 
under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Director  of  the  Institute  is  to  supervise 
this  work  and  to  relate  it  to  the  other  activities  of  the  Council.  This 
particular  committee  with  its  secretary  would  seek  at  the  same  time  to 
develop  the  relationships  between  the  World  Council  and  the  laity  of 
the  Churches. 

This  assistance  in  the  spiritual  mobilisation  of  the  laity  is  the  greatest 
service  which  the  Institute  can  render  to  the  Churches  and  to  the  world. 
There  is,  however,  the  further  task  to  give  pastors,  theological  students, 
youth-leaders  and  other  categories  of  Christian  workers  that  ecumenical 
training  which  enables  them  to  see  their  own  task  in  the  wider  setting 
of  the  ecumenical  fellowship  and  to  become  responsible  and  creative 
builders  of  that  fellowship  in  their  own  countries.  The  Institute  should, 
therefore,  continue  its  programme  of  courses  for  these  groups.  Once 
a  year  a  general  course  of  eight  weeks  duration  should  be  held  for 
laymen.  A  very  special  attempt  will  have  to  be  made  to  ensure  that  such 
courses  are  attended  by  young  men  and  women  of  all  parts  of  the  world 
and  of  all  groups  of  member  Churches  of  the  Council.  It  is  also  highly 
desirable  to  create  similar  institutes  in  some  other  parts  of  the  world, 
particularly  in  Asia  or  at  least  to  organise  courses  in  different  countries. 
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In  order  to  accomplish  these  manifold  tasks  the  permanent  teaching 
staff  which  has  at  present  only  two  members  should  be  increased  with 
one  or  two  persons. 

The  Institute  is  at  present  supported  by  the  special  fund  put  at  its 
disposal  by  Mr.  Rockefeller  and  also  by  scholarship-grants  from  the 
Reconstruction  Department.  The  original  plan  was  to  spread  the  main 
fund  over  ten  years.  Since,  however,  so  very  few  of  the  students  are 
able  to  pay  the  fees  or  to  transfer  money  from  their  country  to  Switzer¬ 
land,  it  has  not  proved  possible  to  hold  strictly  to  this  plan.  Unless  new 
sources  of  income  are  found,  the  funds  will,  therefore,  be  exhausted  at 
an  earlier  date.  The  Board  of  the  Institute  and  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  believe  that  the  Institute  should  normally  be  supported  by  the 
Churches  in  the  Council  and  that  the  period  of  transition  should  begin 
immediately.  They  propose,  therefore,  that  a  contribution  to  the  Institute 
be  included  in  the  budget  of  the  Council  and  hope  that  the  Churches 
will  provide  scholarships,  preferably  permanent  scholarships  for  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  their  own  or  other  Churches.  In  this  manner  the  Institute 
will  become  in  fact  what  it  is  already  in  principle:  an  instrument  of  the 
Churches  and  for  the  Churches  which  trains  Christian  leaders  for  their 
task  of  ecumenical  renewal. 

13.  INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on 
International  Affairs,  which  was  set  up  in  1946  as  a  joint  agency 
of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  according  to  its  charter  *  to  serve  the  Churches  ‘as  a 
source  of  stimulus  and  knowledge  in  their  approach  to  international 
problems,  as  a  medium  of  common  counsel  and  action,  and  as  their 
organ  in  formulating  the  Christian  mind  on  world  issues  and  in 
bringing  that  mind  effectively  to  bear  upon  such  issues’.  The  setting 
up  of  the  commission  is  based  on  the  realisation  that  the  Churches 
have  not  done  what  they  ought  to  have  done  in  this  realm,  that  they 
have  especially  failed  in  demonstrating  that  unity  in  Christ  which  is 
their  clearest  witness  to  a  disunited  world  and  that  in  the  present 
critical  period  the  judgment  and  guidance  of  the  Christian  conscience 
upon  international  problems  must  find  a  clear  expression. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  extremely  difficult  task  of  focussing, 
clarifying  and  expressing  Christian  opinion  on  international  issues 
two  conditions  must  be  fulfilled.  The  first  is  that  the  Churches  them¬ 
selves  show  true  concern  for  their  witness  in  this  field  and  that  they 
set  up  effective  organs  on  the  national  level,  which  will  provide  the 
C.C.I.A.  with  the  relevant  information  and  which  will  be  channels 
for  the  transmission  to  the  Church-members  and  the  public  of  the 


*  Sec  Chapter  10. 
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results  of  the  study  and  research  done  by  the  C.C.I.A.  Although  we 
now  have  such  bodies  in  a  few  countries  the  work  of  the  commission 
is  still  hampered  by  the  fact  that  many  Churches  have  not  yet  taken 
any  action  on  this  vital  matter.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  that  the 
Assembly  should  appeal  to  all  Churches  to  set  up  national  inter- 
Church  organs  composed  of  Church-members  —  both  laymen  and 
theologians  —  who  are  specially  conversant  with  international  affairs. 

The  second  condition  to  be  fulfilled  is  that  the  commission  should 
have  a  staff  of  persons  who  can  give  their  full  time  to  the  assembling 
of  the  relevant  facts  and  to  the  appraisal  of  these  facts  in  the  light 
of  Christian  conviction.  The  problems  to  be  faced  today  are  so 
complicated  and  the  expression  of  a  Christian  judgment  on  these 
problems  is  so  largely  a  pioneering  task,  that  the  World  Council  and 
International  Missionary  Council  must  set  apart  some  specially 
qualified  leaders  for  this  purpose. 

The  Commission  should  in  the  first  place  seek  to  work  through 
the  Churches  and  especially  through  its  members  and  cooperating 
bodies  in  the  different  countries.  For  the  most  urgent  task  is  the  task 
of  awakening  and  enlightening  the  membership  of  the  Churches  in 
respect  of  their  duties  and  in  working  toward  the  creation  of  a 
common  Christian  opinion  on  vital  international  issues.  But  if  and 
when  the  commission  is  convinced  that  on  some  vital  question  it  can 
and  must  speak  and  that  its  word  will  to  the  best  of  its  knowledge 
represent  the  mind  of  the  Churches,  then  it  should  make  a  public 
pronouncement.  In  such  cases  it  should  clear  with  one  or  more 
officers  of  its  parent  bodies.  And  it  should  make  it  evident  that  it 
does  not  speak  officially  on  behalf  of  the  membership  of  those  bodies. 

But  concrete  problems  cannot  be  boldly  and  constructively  tackled 
unless  there  is  a  measure  of  common  agreement  on  the  principles 
which  Christians  should  bring  to  bear  on  them,  and  in  the  light  of 
wdiich  Christians  must  examine  them.  It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the 
Commission  to  contribute  to  a  formulation  of  such  principles.  It  is 
equally  necessary  that  it  should  express  the  Christian  protest  against 
the  flagrant  violations  of  the  elementary  demands  of  our  common 
humanity  which  only  too  often  occur  today. 

The  Commission  has  a  special  function  to  fulfil  with  regard  to  the 
United  Nations.  It  has  already  been  given  consultative  status  (under 
category  B).  It  is  registered  with  the  U.N.  Department  of  Public 
Information  and  thus  may  send  an  observer  to  all  meetings  of  all 
organs,  and  receives  complete  and  unrestricted  documentation.  It 
maintains  continuous  and  informal  consultations  with  delegates  and 
officers,  and  with  U.N.  bodies  handling  questions  in  which  the 
Churches  have  a  particular  interest.  It  is,  therefore,  the  organ  through 
which  the  World  Council  and  the  I.M.C.  maintain  relations  with  the 
United  Nations.  In  this  field  its  main  task  is  to  follow  the  work  of  the 
United  Nations  and  to  make  representations  on  specific  questions 
which  are  of  special  importance  to  the  Churches  such  as  the  question 
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of  Human  Rights.  The  Commission  should  also  maintain  the  rela¬ 
tionships  which  it  has  established  with  other  U.N.  specialized  agencies. 

The  programme  of  work  of  the  Commission  should  include  one  or 
two  general  questions  of  world-wide  interest  and  of  concern  to  all 
Churches.  On  such  questions  the  Commission  should  prepare  reports 
for  submission  to  the  Churches.  In  this  matter  it  should  make  full 
use  of  the  ecumenical  resources  at  its  disposal  and  attempt  to  arrive 
at  a  judgment  which  transcends  any  merely  national  or  regional 
judgment.  Thus  it  would  help  the  Churches  to  see  international 
problems  in  the  light  of  the  total  Christian  situation.  At  the  same 
time  the  Commission  should  be  ready  to  give  advice  and  guidance 
on  the  many  international  issues  which  the  World  Council  and  the 
LM.C.  have  to  face  in  the  course  of  their  normal  activities.  It  should 
very  especially  seek  to  solve  problems  which  cause  or  may  cause 
tension  or  conflict  between  the  Churches  of  different  countries. 

The  Assembly  should  consider  what  type  of  commission  will  most 
effectively  perform  these  various  functions.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
relatively  large  committee  which  has  been  formed  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  body  of  collaborators  and  local  representatives  who  will 
participate  in  the  work  through  correspondence  and  who  will  be 
called  together  for  consultation  once  every  three  or  four  years;  but 
that  a  smaller  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to  carry  on  the 
current  business  and  to  take  action  on  urgent  matters. 

With  regard  to  the  support  of  the  Commissions’  work  it  is  suggested 
that  its  normal  activities  should  be  included  in  the  general  budgets  of 
the  parents  bodies,  while  for  special  projects  of  study  and  research 
special  gifts  should  be  secured. 

14.  PRESS  AND  PUBLICITY 

The  main  organ  of  publicity  of  the  World  Council  is  the  Ecumenical 
Press  Service.  This  service,  which  appears  every  week  in  English, 
French  and  German,  is  placed  under  the  auspices  of  nine  international 
Christian  organisations  and  is,  therefore,  the  most  widely  represen¬ 
tative  ecumenical  undertaking  that  exists  to-day.  Begun  in  1933  it  has 
gradually  made  its  way  so  that  it  is  now  widely  recognised  as  an 
objective  and  reliable  source  of  ecumenical  information.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  service  is  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Council 
and  that  the  Council  contributes  a  very  large  share  of  its  support, 
its  relations  with  the  Council  are  specially  close. 

The  purpose  of  the  service  is  to  give  a  current  account  concerning 
the  life  of  the  Churches  and  of  the  ecumenical  movement.  Its  con¬ 
stituency  is  extremely  varied  since  its  news  items  are  used  by  Christian 
papers  and  periodicals  (including  many  Roman  Catholic  publications), 
by  the  secular  press  in  several  countries,  by  radio-speakers,  by  Church- 
leaders  and  by  interested  individuals.  This  very  great  variety  in  its 
constituency  means,  however,  that  it  cannot  serve  the  needs  of  all 
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exactly  in  the  way  in  which  they  desire  to  have  them  met.  The 
question  arises,  therefore,  whether  the  time  has  not  come  to  expand 
the  service  in  such  a  way  that  it  can  serve  more  adequately  the  specific 
needs  of  different  types  of  subscribers. 

The  basic  distinction  to  be  made  is  that  between  the  information 
given  to  the  press  and  the  information  given  to  individual  subscribers. 
The  former  require  short,  factual  news  items  passed  on  as  rapidly  as 
possible  (for  overseas  countries  by  telegraph);  the  latter  desire  sub¬ 
stantial  information  including  often  the  full  text  of  statements  and 
declarations  or  items  describing  important  trends  of  thought.  Both 
types  of  service  are  important.  The  ecumenical  movement  must  be 
interpreted  to  the  public  at  large.  But  it  is  also  essential  that  Church- 
leaders  and  collaborators  of  the  ecumenical  movement  be  fully 
acquainted  with  developments  in  the  life  of  the  Churches  and  the 
Christian  movements.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  the  present 
service  be  continued  as  a  service  to  individuals  and  to  such  Christian 
periodicals  as  desire  the  present  type  of  information;  but  that  a  special 
service  be  organised  for  the  secular  press  and  for  such  other  religious 
periodicals  as  desire  the  short  and  more  ‘journalistic’  type  of  infor¬ 
mation. 

If  this  solution  is  adopted,  the  staff  of  the  E.P.S.  will  have  to  be 
increased  and  funds  will  have  to  be  set  aside  to  develop  an  efficient 
system  of  correspondents  who  feed  the  centre  and  an  equally  efficient 
system  of  distribution  of  news  through  national  agencies.  Thus  only 
can  we  hope  to  get  the  secular  press  (which  in  most  countries  gives 
little  or  no  attention  to  news  concerning  the  ecumenical  movement 
and  the  member  Churches  of  the  Council)  to  take  our  press-work 
seriously. 

Another  form  of  expansion  which  could  be  organised  relatively 
easily,  but  which  also  makes  demands  on  the  time  of  staff-members 
would  be  an  article-service  through  which  the  messages  of  ecumenical 
leaders  could  reach  the  great  multitude  of  readers  of  Christian  perio¬ 
dicals  in  all  countries  and  which  could  thus  become  a  powerful 
instrument  of  ecumenical  education. 

In  this  connection  the  question  of  audio-visual  aids  (radio  and  film) 
must  be  mentioned.  Both  radio  and  film  are  specifically  international 
media  of  communication.  In  both  realms  Church  leaders  of  many 
countries  are  active  and  have  taken  important  initiatives.  But  so  far 
their  activities  have  not  been  coordinated  and  neither  radio  nor  film 
has  been  used  to  any  large  extent  for  ecumenical  exchange  on  the 
international  level.  Moreover,  the  World  Council  should  make  use  of 
these  aids  for  the  interpretation  of  its  own  life  and  work. 

Most  departments  of  the  Council  have  some  form  of  publicity.  But 
so  far  the  only  department  which  has  employed  specialists  in  this  field 
is  the  Reconstruction  Department.  The  next  step  which  should  now  be 
taken  is  to  coordinate  all  publicity-work  under  one  general  publicity- 
expert  who  would  serve  all  departments  and  be  responsible  for  the 
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interpretation  of  the  total  work  of  the  Council  to  the  Churches  and  to 
the  public. 

It  is,  therefore,  proposed  that  a  department  of  publicity  should  be 
set  up  which  would  have  the  following  sub-divisions  or  services: 

a)  Press.  Ecumenical  Press  Service,  Ecumenical  Newspaper  Service, 
Article  Service. 

b)  Radio  and  Film  Service. 

c)  General  Publicity  of  the  Council. 

If  this  plan  is  adopted,  the  agencies  now  cooperating  in  the  E.P.S. . 
might  be  asked  whether  they  would  also  be  willing  to  cooperate  with 
the  Council  in  some  or  all  of  the  other  services. 


15.  FINANCE  AND  BUSINESS 

The  considerable  expansion  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  World 
Council  —  very  particularly  in  the  realm  of  reconstruction  work  which 
involves  the  passing  on  of  millions  of  francs  —  has  necessitated  the 
setting  up  in  1947  of  a  special  department  of  Finance  and  Business.  This 
department  is  the  accounting  unit  for  all  other  departments  of  the 
Council  (except  the  Ecumenical  Institute  which  has  its  own  treasurer 
and  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs  which 
has  its  offices  in  London  and  New  York).  In  addition  to  the  accounting 
section,  the  department  has  also  a  purchasing  section,  which  handles  1 
all  purchasing  for  aid  given  in  the  form  of  food,  clothing,  medicaments,  I 
building  materials,  paper,  office-supplies  etc.,  etc.  and  also  a  transport 
section  which  coordinates  the  sending  of  goods  to  the  needy  countries. 

The  centralising  of  these  various  services  is  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  organisation  of  the  Council.  The  total  income  and  expense 
of  the  Council  can  now  be  presented  in  a  consolidated  statement.  And 
the  total  amount  asked  from  the  Churches  for  the  various  types  of 
activity  of  the  Council  can  be  presented  in  one  integrated  budget. 

The  question  arises  how  far  this  unification  of  the  budget  should  go. 
Up  to  the  present  moment  a  definite  distinction  has  been  made  between 
the  departments  which  receive  funds  for  transmission  and  the  depart¬ 
ments  which  use  their  funds  themselves.  Thus  the  Reconstruction 
Department  (with  the  Refugee-division)  and  the  Prisoners  of  War 
Department  have  had  their  fully  autonomous  budgets  and  their  expen¬ 
ses  of  administration  do  not  appear  in  the  general  budget.  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  now  that  the  finance-department  has  been  created 
the  general  budget  should  include  the  administrative  expenses  of  all 
departments.  It  is  evident  that  the  budgets  for  aid  to  be  passed  on  to  the 
Churches  or  movements  will  not  appear  in  this  budget. 

The  function  of  the  Finance  Department  will,  therefore,  be  to  prepare 
the  annual  budget  in  consultation  with  the  General  Secretary  and  the 
heads  of  the  different  departments,  and,  once  the  budget  has  been 
adopted,  to  supervise  the  spending  of  the  budgeted  income.  It  will  also 
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be  responsible  for  the  correspondence  with  the  Churches  about  their 
contributions.  In  all  these  matters  it  will  be  responsible  to  the  Finance 
Committee  and  report  through  that  committee  to  the  governing  bodies 
of  the  Council.  The  Finance  Committee  should  have  a  chairman  who 
lives  near  the  Council’s  headquarters  and  several  of  its  members  ought 
to  be  chosen  from  among  persons  who  can  keep  in  close  touch  with  the 
work  of  the  department. 

16.  PRISONERS  OF  WAR 

At  its  meeting  in  January  1940  the  Provisional  Committee  approved 
the  constitution  of  the  ‘Ecumenical  Commission  for  the  Chaplaincy 
Service  to  Prisoners  of  War’.  Since  that  time  this  Commission  has  acted 
for  the  World  Council  and  many  of  its  member  Churches  in  ministering 
to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  many  countries.  The 
great  significance  of  this  service  has  been  that  at  a  time  when  the 
prisoners  of  war  were  largely  or  wholly  cut  off  from  the  ministrations 
of  their  own  Churches,  they  discovered  the  ecumenical  Church. 

Since  the  repatriation  of  prisoners  of  war  will  soon  be  completed,  this 
type  of  service  will  no  longer  be  required.  In  so  far  as  the  prisoners  of 
war  are  transformed  into  civil  workers  they  will  be  served  by  local 
Church  bodies  and  these  will  in  turn  be  supported,  if  necessary  and  if 
possible  by  the  Reconstruction  Department.  The  one  remaining  task  of  the 
Commission  for  Prisoners  of  War  will  then  be  to  make  recommendations 
concerning  the  revision  of  the  Red  Cross  Convention.  But  even  when 
that  task  will  be  completed  the  Commission  should  remain  in  existence, 
so  that  it  may  be  ready  for  service,  whenever  needed.  The  confidence 
which  it  has  created  and  the  experience  which  it  has  gained,  should  not 
be  lost.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  that  the  Commission  should  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  a  specialised  agency  of  the  Council  which  can  take  action  within 
the  terms  of  its  mandate,  whenever  the  necessity  arises. 

17.  EVANGELISM 

At  its  1947  meeting  the  Provisional  Committee  decided  to  propose  to 
the  Assembly  that  a  department  of  evangelism  should  be  set  up  in  order 
‘to  stimulate  and  assist  the  Churches  in  meeting  more  adequately  their 
responsibilities  for  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  all  men 
everywhere  in  all  their  individual  and  social  relationships’.  The  proposal 
is  based  on  the  conviction  that  to-day  more  than  ever  evangelism  is  the 
supreme  task  of  the  Churches  and  that  in  this  task  they  should  assist 
each  other  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  There  are  many  smaller  or 
needy  Churches  which  ask  for  assistance  in  this  field.  It  should  be 
emphasised  that  in  the  thought  of  the  Provisional  Committee  this  depart¬ 
ment  is  not  to  organise  evangelistic  campaigns  in  any  country,  unless  it 
has  been  definitely  invited  to  do  so  by  the  member  Churches  in  that 
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country.  Its  main  purpose  would  rather  be  to  discover  what  approaches 
to  and  forms  of  evangelism  prove  to  be  adequate  in  our  present  situa¬ 
tion.  Rather  than  studying  or  stimulating  evangelism  in  general,  it 
should  concentrate  on  the  concrete  problems  of  evangelism  among  speci¬ 
fic  groups.  And  it  should  make  available  the  results  of  significant  studies 
and  of  pioneering  activities  in  such  definite  areas  to  all  Churches  which 
desire  to  evangelise  but  which  need  further  help  on  the  baffling  problem 
of  communicating  with  the  unchurched. 

At  the  present  time  very  few  Churches  succeed  in  reaching  the  large 
dechristianised  sections  of  their  nations.  The  situation  is  particularly 
serious  with  regard  to  the  working  classes  with  which  most  Churches 
have  lost  contact.  Recent  surveys  in  so-called  Christian  countries  show 
that  owing  to  sociological  and  ideological  developments  (with  which  the 
Churches  have  not  dealt  in  time)  the  masses  of  workers  are  completely 
estranged  from  the  Christian  faith,  that  they  do  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  Church  and  do  not  feel  at  home  in  the  (largely  bour¬ 
geois)  forms  of  life  of  the  Christian  community.  There  are,  however, 
examples  of  effective  new  approaches,  which  should  be  known  more 
widely.  The  situation  is  somewhat  more  hopeful  among  the  intellectuals, 
many  of  whom  turn  to  the  Churches  with  a  sense  of  expectancy.  In  this 
field  of  evangelism  new  ground  has  been  broken,  but  the  Churches  have 
not  yet  to  any  considerable  extent  shared  their  experiences  with  each 
other.  The  time  has,  therefore,  come  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  the 
specific  problems  arising  in  tlrs  field,  to  stimulate  the  Churches  by  in¬ 
forming  them  of  the  advance  made  on  other  Churches  and  to  assist  the 
Churches  which  have  great  opportunities  but  which  demand  help  from 
outside. 

The  department  will  have  to  hold  rigorously  to  the  principle  under¬ 
lying  all  World  Council  activity,  that  nothing  is  to  be  imposed  on  the 
Churches  against  their  will  and  that  the  Council  exists  ‘to  serve  the 
Churches  not  to  control  them’.  In  the  matter  of  ecumenical  evangelism, 
that  is  evangelistic  activities  carried  on  by  representatives  of  different 
Churches  together,  it  will  have  to  be  particularly  mindful  of  this  prin¬ 
ciple  and  to  proceed  only  after  thorough  consultation  with  the  Churches 
concerned.  On  the  other  hand  the  need  is  so  crying  and  the  call  to  the 
Churches  so  clear,  that  a  courageous  and  imaginative  initiative  is 
required. 

This  new  department  will  have  to  work  with  and  through  several 
other  departments.  Evangelism  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  a  con¬ 
cern  of  the  Reconstruction  Department.  The  ministry  to  the  refugees 
mus  be  largely  evangelistic  in  character.  The  Youth  Department  will 
constantly  need  help  in  this  area.  And  the  Ecumenical  Institute  will 
often  have  occasion  to  consult  the  Evangelism  Department  with  regard 
to  its  courses  for  laymen  and  professional  workers  in  many  areas.  Close 
collaboration  will  also  have  to  be  developed  with  the  International 
Missionary  Council.  There  is  no  other  area  in  which  the  older  Churches 
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have  so  much  to  learn  from  the  younger  Churches.  And  the  situation  in 
the  West  becomes  increasingly  similar  to  that  in  the  East.  The  common 
concern  for  evangelism  should  prove  a  uniting  force  binding  the 
Churches  of  all  parts  of  the  world  close  together.  The  World  Council 
should  also  accept  a  share  of  the  responsibility  for  the  work  of  the 
International  Committee  on  the  Christian  Approaches  to  the  Jews. 

1 8.  THE  ECUMENICAL  REVIEW 

At  its  meeting  in  1939  the  Provisional  Committee  decided  to  publish 
an  ecumenical  quarterly  ‘which  should  serve  as  a  means  for  furthering 
discussion  on  a  fully  ecumenical  and  international  scale’,  which  would 
‘contain  both  material  of  general  ecumenical  interest  and  material 
growing  out  of  the  Study  Work  of  ‘Faith  and  Order’  and  ‘Life  and 
Work’  and  most  numbers  of  which  ‘would  be  conceived  as  ecumenical 
symposia  on  one  particular  subject’,  though  ‘there  would  also  be 
numbers  of  a  more  general  character’.  An  editorial  board  was  set  up 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Bishop  Brilioth.  Owing  to  the  outbreak 
of  war  it  proved  impossible  to  launch  the  quarterly  at  that  time.  At  its 
first  post-war  meeting  the  Provisional  Committee  confirmed  its  earlier 
decision  but  asked  the  Administrative  Committee  to  study  the  financial 
problems  involved.  This  study  led  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the 
present  circumstances  the  magazine  could  not  live  unless  it  would 
succeed  in  getting  an  adequate  number  of  subscriptions  in  the  U.S.A. 
The  American  Committee  for  the  World  Council  has,  however,  its 
own  national  ecumenical  quarterly  ‘Christendom’.  The  main  problem 
to  be  solved  was,  therefore,  what  the  relationship  should  be  between 
Christendom  and  the  international  World  Council  quarterly.  As  a 
result  of  discussions  with  those  responsible  for  ‘Christendom’  a  pro¬ 
posal  was  worked  out  which  was  accepted  by  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Board  of  ‘Christendom’.  The  proposal  is  that  every 
other  issue  of  ‘Christendom’  should  include  the  entire  material  of  the 
ecumenical  quarterly.  The  duplicatory  issues  would  carry  the  joint 
title  of  the  two  periodicals  and  joint  promotional  and  subscriptional 
arrangements  would  be  made.  This  somewhat  unusual  arrangement, 
which  is  to  be  reconsidered  after  a  first  experimental  period  means 
that  the  projected  new  quarterly  will  have  a  basis  for  departure,  such 
as  is  greatly  needed  in  the  present  international  situation.  In  view  of 
this  same  situation  it  will  be  necessary  to  publish  the  magazine  at  first 
only  in  English.  It  goes  without  saying  that  as  soon  as  feasible  French, 
German  and  possibly  Spanish  and  Russian  editions  should  appear. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  ecumenical  quarterly  it  is  not  suggested 
that  it  should  be  a  ‘popular’  magazine.  A  magazine  can  hardly  be 
truly  ecumenical  or  international  and  at  the  same  time  popular.  For 
the  very  variety  of  its  contents  and  style  appeals  only  to  those  who 
are  willing  to  make  a  special  effort  to  understand  other  points  of 
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view  than  their  own.  Moreover  the  ecumenical  movement  needs  at 
the  present  time  first  of  all  an  organ  which  gives  thorough  and  sub¬ 
stantial  information  on  ecumenical  developments  and  which  represents 
as  it  were  a  permanent  study-and-discussion-conference  on  the  great 
issues  confronting  the  leaders  of  the  Churches  as  well  as  all  those 
Church-members  who  reflect  on  the  nature  of  the  Church  and  its 
task  in  the  world. 

19.  RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  INTERNATIONAL 

CHRISTIAN  BODIES 

According  to  its  Constitution  the  World  Council  should  maintain 
relations  with  denominational  federations  of  world-wide  scope  and 
with  other  ecumenical  movements. 

a)  Relations  with  denominational  federations 

The  Constitution  of  the  Council  authorises  the  Council  to  establish 
consultative  relationships  with  denominational  federations  (world 
confessional  associations)  and  to  invite  such  federations  to  send  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  the  Assembly  and  the  General  Committee  in  a  consul¬ 
tative  capacity.  The  Provisional'  Committee  recommends  that  these 
bodies  should  be  especially  consulted  with  regard  to  membership 
of  Churches  of  their  confession.  In  so  far  as  they  enter  into  the  field 
of  inter-Church  aid  and  reconstruction  they  should,  furthermore,  be 
invited  to  relate  their  activities  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  Council’s 
Reconstruction  Department.  It  is  inevitable  that  in  their  manifold 
approaches  to  the  Churches  the  activities  of  the  Council  and  of  the 
confessional  federations  overlap  to  some  extent.  It  is,  therefore,  most 
desirable  that  regular  personal  contacts  be  maintained  between  the 
executive  officers  concerned.  And  the  most  appropriate  solution  would 
be  that  as  many  of  the  federations  as  possible  should  follow  the 
example  of  those  which  have  set  up  offices  in  Geneva  or  sent  special 
‘representatives’  to  Geneva. 

b)  The  World  Council  for  Christian  Education 

Relations  with  the  W.C.C.E.  have  already  been  mentioned  in  the 
section  on  youth-work.  There  is,  however,  also  a  more  general  and 
inclusive  relationship  through  the  Joint  Commission  on  Christian 
Education  which  has  been  formed  by  the  W.C.C.E.,  the  I.M.C.  and 
the  World  Council.  The  purpose  of  this  commission  is  to  undertake 
common  studies  and  projects  in  the  realm  of  Christian  education.  The 
Provisional  Committee  recommends  that  World  Council  participation 
in  this  joint  approach  be  continued  and  expresses  the  hope  that  in  this 
and  other  ways  the  W.C.C.E.  and  the  World  Council  may  be  led  to 
cooperate  more  and  more  closely.  It  is  proposed  that  the  W.C.C.E. 
should  be  invited  to  send  a  representative  in  a  consultative  capacity  to 
the  meetings  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Central  Committee. 
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c)  The  Y.M.C.A.,  Y.W.C.A.  and  W.S.C.F. 

Relations  with  these  bodies  have  also  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  youth-work.  But  cooperation  with  these  bodies  transcends 
the  realm  of  youth-activities.  In  matters  of  reconstruction,  of  work 
for  refugees,  of  ecumenical  training,  of  theological  scholarships  and  in 
fact  in  the  whole  realm  of  ecumenical  policy  there  are  points  of 
contact,  common  concerns  and  opportunities  for  cooperation  and 
consultation.  The  General  Secretaries  have,  therefore,  met  together 
regularly,  especially  in  time  of  war  in  the  Emergency  Committee  of 
Christian  Organisations.  It  is  proposed  that  this  form  of  cooperation 
be  maintained  and  that  these  three  bodies  be  invited  to  send  each  one 
representative  in  a  consultative  capacity  to  the  meeting  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  and  the  Central  Committee. 

d)  United  Bible  Societies 

Now  that  the  Bible  Societies  have  formed  their  international  federation 
the  close  collaboration  which  began  in  time  of  war  with  the  A.B.S.  and 
the  B.F.B.S.  should  take  the  form  of  relationships  between  the  Council 
and  the  U.B.S.  The  fact  that  the  European  Continental  office  of  the 
U.B.S.  has  been  set  up  in  a  building  which  is  the  joint  property  of  the 
U.B.S.  and  the  World  Council,  and  the  many  opportunities  for  colla¬ 
boration  in  reconstruction  work  and  the  prisoners  of  war  service  bring 
the  two  bodies  in  close  contact  with  each  other.  It  is  recommended  that 
the  U.B.S.  be  invited  to  send  a  representative  in  a  consultative  capacity 
to  the  meetings  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Central  Committee  and  that 
the  European  representative  of  the  U.B.S.  be  given  the  privileges  of  a 
staff-member  of  the  World  Council. 

20.  RELATIONS  WITH  INTERNATIONAL 
GOVERNMENTAL  BODIES 

Since  the  World  Council  together  with  the  International  Missionary 
Council  has  a  specialised  agency  for  the  study  of  international  affairs, 
it  has  been  considered  preferable  to  entrust  the  relationships  with  the 
United  Nations  to  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International 
Affairs.  This  Commission  has  been  given  consultative  status  under 
category  B.  in  relation  to  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United 
Nations.  Category  B.  includes  organisations  with  ‘a  special  competence 
but  concerned  specifically  with  only  a  few  of  the  fields  of  activity  of 
the  Economic  and  Social  Council’.  Moreover,  the  fact  of  registration 
with  the  U.N.Department  of  Public  Information  (see  Section  13)  confers 
the  right  not  only  to  send  an  observer  to  all  open  meetings  of  all  organs, 
but  also  to  receive  unrestricted  documentation. 

Through  the  C.C.I.A.  the  World  Council  is,  therefore,  able  to  keep 
in  contact  with  the  work  of  the  United  Nations.  The  officers  of  the 
C.C.I.A.  have  so  far  concentrated  especially  on  the  vital  issues  connected 


with  the  drafting  of  the  International  Declaration  on  Human  Rights 
and  the  Convention  on  Human  Rights  and  Freedoms.  It  will  certainly 
be  necessary  to  follow  the  work  in  this  field  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
very  particularly  with  regard  to  the  provisions  for  Religious  Liberty. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  Assembly  should  approve  the  establishment  of 
relationships  with  the  United  Nations  and  instruct  the  C.C.I.A.  to  make 
representations  to  the  United  Nations  whenever  a  major  issue  arises 
which  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  Churches  and  on  which  the  member 
Churches  in  the  Council  can  speak  with  a  common  mind. 

The  World  Council’s  relations  with  U.N.E.S.C.O.  are  less  definite. 
The  World  Council  was  invited  to  send  an  observer  to  UNESCO’s  last 
plenary  meetings  and  the  Reconstruction  Department  is  represented  in 
the  Temporary  Council  for  Educational  Reconstruction  of  international 
non-governmental  bodies  associated  with  UNESCO.  The  Commission 
of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs  (representing  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council)  also  maintains 
its  own  contacts  with  this  Specialised  Agency  of  the  United  Nations. 
But  it  is  not  yet  clear  in  how  far  UNESCO  with  its  concern  for  culture 
and  education  will  recognise  the  fundamental  role  which  the  Churches 
have  played  and  still  play  in  these  fields.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that 
the  World  Council  committees  and  staff  be  instructed  to  emphasise  in 
their  dealings  with  UNESCO  that  a  purely  secular  approach  to  culture 
and  education  is  not  in  keeping  with  that  ‘positive  neutrality’  which 
should  characterise  governmental  organisations  and  that  opportunities 
should  be  provided  for  the  representative  organs  of  the  different  faiths 
to  make  their  full  contribution  to  the  activities  of  UNESCO. 

Close  and  helpful  relationships  have  also  been  established  with  the 
International  Refugee  Organisation.  These  have  found  their  expression 
in  a  formal  agreement.  While  the  World  Council  regrets  that  the  I.R.O. 
is  only  allowed  to  include  a  part  of  the  total  number  of  refugees  in  its 
field  of  work,  it  should  render  full  assistance  to  the  I.R.O.  in  its 
difficult  task  of  assistance  to  refugees  and  especially  in  its  efforts  to 
settle  refugees  in  new  countries. 

Relationships  should  also  be  maintained  with  the  International  Labour 
Organisation. 


21.  PUBLIC  UTTERANCES 

During  the  period  when  the  Council  was  in  process  of  formation  the 
question  of  public  pronouncements  has  had  to  be  faced  on  many 
occasions.  Public  pronouncements  have  been  made  usually  by  the 
Provisional  Committee,  sometimes  by  the  Administrative  Committee  or 
by  the  Officers  and  sometimes  by  commissions  of  the  Council.  In  view 
of  the  provisional  character  of  the  organisation,  the  general  policy  has, 
however,  been  to  reduce  such  utterances  to  the  strict  minimum  and  to 
speak  only  when  there  were  exceptionally  strong  reasons  to  do  so.  Now 
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that  the  Council  comes  into  being  officially,  the  Assembly  will  have  to 
decide  just  what  policy  it  desires  to  follow  in  this  matter. 

The  Provisional  Committee  desires  to  make  the  following  recom¬ 
mendations  on  this  subject: 

a)  ‘In  the  performance  of  its  functions,  the  Council  in  its  Assembly 
or  its  Central  Committee  may  make  pronouncements  as  it  may  feel 
itself  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  any  situation  or  issue  with  which  it 
or  its  constituent  Churches  may  be  confronted’. 

It  is  certainly  undesirable  that  the  Council  should  speak  out  very 
often  and  on  many  subjects.  The  Council’s  voice  will  only  be  taken 
seriously,  if  it  confines  its  interventions  to  situations  of  crucial  signi¬ 
ficance  for  the  life  of  the  Church  and  of  the  world.  On  the  other  hand 
the  significance  of  a  common  word  from  a  body  representing  such  a 
large  part  of  Christendom  is  such  —  and  there  is  particularly  in  the 
smaller  Churches  and  among  isolated  Christians  such  a  desire  for  a 
word  of  guidance  and  inspiration  from  the  ecumenical  fellowship  as  a 
whole  —  that  it  is  a  clear  obligation  for  the  Council  to  speak  out,  when 
vital  issues  concerning  all  Churches  and  the  whole  world  are  at  stake. 

b)  ‘While  such  statements  may  have  great  significance  and  influence 
as  the  expression  of  the  judgment  or  concern  of  so  widely  representative 
a  Christian  body,  yet  their  authority  will  consist  only  in  the  weight 
which  they  carry  by  their  own  truth  and  wisdom,  and  in  making  them 
the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  assumes  no  constitutional 
authority  over  the  constituent  Churches.’ 

It  is  necessary  to  repeat  this  important  point,  which  is  fundamental 
for  the  whole  conception  of  the  Council  and  which,  though  it  is  clearly 
stated  in  the  Constitution,  is  still  being  misunderstood  by  many.  The 
implication  is  that  no  Church  is  bound  by  any  utterance  of  the  Council, 
until  and  unless  it  has  confirmed  such  an  utterance  and  made  it  its  own. 

c)  ‘The  Executive  Committee  or  any  commission  of  the  Council 
may  recommend  statements  to  the  Assembly  or  to  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  for  its  consideration  and  action.’ 

The  implication  is  that  normally  the  Assembly  and  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  are  the  spokesmen  for  the  Council. 

d)  ‘No  committee  or  commission  of  the  Council  shall  publish  any 
pronouncement  or  make  any  public  statement  until  it  has  been  approved 
by  the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee,  except  that  in  cases  of 
urgent  immediacy  statements  may  be  published  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  or  by  any  Commission  of  the  Council  on  matters  within  its  own 
field  of  concern  and  action  if  approved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  and  the  General  Secretary,  and  in  these  cases  the  Com¬ 
mittee  or  Commission  shall  make  it  clear  that  it  speaks  for  itself  only.’ 

There  are  cases  when  it  is  impossible  to  wait  for  the  approval  of 
a  body  which  meets  only  once  a  year.  In  such  cases  a  public  statement 
can  be  made,  not  in  the  name  of  the  Council  as  a  whole,  but  of  a 
particular  committee  or  commission  and  after  consultation  with  the 
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Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  General  Secretary  who  will 
consider  such  statements  in  the  light  of  general  World  Council  policy. 

e)  ‘In  cases  of  exceptional  emergency  statements  may  be  issued  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  after  consultation  with  the 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  General  Secretary, 
provided  that  they  are  satisfied  that  such  statements  are  not  contrary 
to  the  established  policy  of  the  Council/ 

This  type  of  statement  should  only  be  issued,  when  everything 
depends  on  immediate  action  and  when  it  is  clear  that  the  Churches 
stand  behind  such  action. 

/ 

22.  LIBRARY  AND  HISTORY 

‘Ecumenism’  has  now  become  an  important  branch  of  theology.  The 
study  of  the  whole  realm  of  problems  concerning  the  relations  of  the 
Churches  and  the  meaning  of  Church  Unity  deserves  to-day  to  be  taken 
as  seriously  as  any  other  aspect  of  Church-life.  But  so  far  little  has  been 
done  to  gather  the  relevant  literature  in  a  systematic  manner.  The 
World  Council’s  Library  seeks  to  meet  this  need.  It  attempts  to  collect 
all  books,  periodicals  and  documents  dealing  with  the  history  of  the 
ecumenical  idea,  with  inter-Church  relationships  and  with  the  ecumen¬ 
ical  movement.  Its  purpose  is  to  become  a  useful  means  of  research  for 
students  of  ecumenical  questions.  In  this  it  desires  to  cooperate  with 
such  other  ecumenical  centres  of  ecumenical  documentation  as  exist  in 
Upsala  and  in  the  William  Adams  Brown  Library  in  New  York.  The 
World  Council’s  library  has  already  received  generous  support  through 
gifts  of  important  collections.  It  is  hoped  that  Churches  and  individuals 
will  make  it  a  practice  to  provide  this  central  international  library  with 
the  ecumenical  publications  (old  or  new)  which  they  may  be  able  to 
procure.  The  library  will  also  include  the  archives  of  the  World 
Council  itself. 

Another  need  which  is  yet  to  be  met  is  that  for  a  thorough  and 
comprehensive  history  of  the  ecumenical  idea  and  of  its  manifestations 
in  the  history  of  the  Church.  The  Provisional  Committee  has,  therefore, 
authorised  the  setting  up  of  a  special  commission  for  this  purpose. 
A  general  plan  for  the  work  has  been  drawn  up.  This  plan  provides  for 
collaboration  between  a  number  of  Church-historians,  each  of  whom 
will  describe  ecumenical  developments  in  a  special  period  or  area,  but 
all  of  whom  will  keep  in  close  contact  with  each  other,  so  as  to  arrive 
at  a  balanced  whole.  If  sufficient  funds  can  be  secured  from  special 
gifts,  the  authors,  several  of  whom  have  already  agreed  to  collaborate, 
will  hold  one  or  more  conferences  to  achieve  the  necessary  integration. 
It  is  hoped  that  such  an  authoritative  ecumenical  history  may  help 
greatly  in  giving  the  present  ecumenical  movement  that  knowledge  of 
its  own  roots  and  that  historical  perspective  which  it  will  need  for  its 
healthy  development. 
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23.  THE  STAFF  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


The  Provisional  Committee  began  its  activities  in  1938  with  four 
secretaries.  During  the  war  the  staff  grew  slowly.  After  the  war  a  very 
considerable  expansion  became  necessary,  so  that  the  executive  staff 
(appointed  by  the  Provisional  Committee  or  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee)  now  numbers  33  secretaries  and  that  the  total  number  of  full¬ 
time  workers  of  the  World  Council  (not  including  field- workers  of  the 
Reconstruction  Department)  numbers  about  no  persons. 

This  increase  in  the  number  of  workers  obliges  us  to  face  some  basic 
questions  concerning  the  composition  and  status  of  the  Council’s  staff. 

One  of  our  most  experienced  leaders  has  written:  ‘The  crux  of  the 
successful  functioning  of  ecumenical  organisations  lies  here.  If  you  have 
a  large  enough  staff  and  if  they  are  people  possessing  the  right  qualities 
—  and  only  if  both  these  conditions  are  fulfilled,  so  that  the  staff  are 
in  fact  in  effective  touch  with  the  leaders  of  the  Churches  or  at  least 
of  a  large  proportion  of  them  —  you  can  have  action  taken  which  you 
can  be  fairly  confident  will  commend  itself  to  the  Churches  concerned.’ 
This  advice  cannot  be  taken  too  seriously.  It  implies  that  the  Churches 
should  allow  some  of  their  strongest  men  and  women  to  serve  on  the 
World  Council  staff. 

But  how  can  we  secure  an  adequate  and  competent  secretariat  with¬ 
out  building  up  a  bureaucratic  machinery  which  instead  of  serving  the 
Churches  might  become  an  aim  in  itself?  The  main  answer  to  this  ques¬ 
tion  must  be  a  spiritual  rather  than  an  organisational  answer.  For  the 
only  effective  means  to  counteract  bureaucratic  tendencies  is  a  sense  of 
mission  and  of  devotion  to  a  great  cause  which  demands  consecrated 
and  unselfish  devotion.  Full  time  work  for  the  Council  should  never 
become  a  ‘job’  but  always  remain  a  pioneering  task  which  implies  sacri¬ 
ficial  service.  In  order  to  maintain  this  principle  and  to  keep  in  close 
contact  with  the  Churches  the  World  Council  staff  should  be  extremely 
flexible.  It  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  ecumenical  experience  (which 
is  only  acquired  after  a  longer  period  of  service)  is  not  wasted  and  that 
continuity  is  maintained;  but  the  general  policy  should  be  that  most 
appointments  are  for  a  period  of  a  few  years  only. 

It  is  extremely  important,  that  an  equitable  balance  be  kept  between 
the  confessions  and  nationalities.  A  Council  secretary  serves  all  member 
Churches  and  does  not  represent  the  interests  of  one  confession  or  nation. 
But  he  is  not  and  must  not  be  de-confessionalised  or  denationalised,  for 
a  secretariat  composed  of  men  who  try  to  suppress  their  own  convictions, 
could  hardly  be  called  ecumenical  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  The 
Secretariat  must,  therefore,  as  far  as  possible  reflect  both  the  divergences 
and  the  unity  which  exist  among  the  member  Churches.  If  it  does, 
the  secretariat  becomes  itself  a  significant  experiment  in  ecumenical 
relationships.  In  this  connection  it  must  also  be  stressed  that  women 
should  be  given  a  larger  place  in  the  staff  than  they  have  had  so  far. 
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It  is  recommended  (see  the  draft  ‘Rules  and  Regulations’  that  all 
staffmembers  who  as  executive  agents  or  as  travelling  secretaries  repre¬ 
sent  the  World  Council  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  or  Central 
Committees.  The  General  Secretary,  the  Associate  and  Assistant  General 
Secretaries  and  the  heads  of  departments  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Central  Committee  since  they  are  in  a  special  way  responsible  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  policy  to  be  determined  by  that  committee.  The 
other  secretaries  should  be  nominated  by  the  Departmental  Committees 
and  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee.  Only  persons  thus  appoint¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  governing  bodies  should  be  designated  as  World  Coun¬ 
cil  secretaries.  The  appointment  of  staff-members  in  other  categories 
(administrative,  stenographical,  accountancy,  etc.)  should  be  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  General  Secretariat  after  consultation  with  the  depart¬ 
ment  concerned. 

It  is  most  desirable  that  the  member  Churches  should  strengthen  the 
staff  of  the  World  Council  by  offering  to  make  men  or  women  available 
for  a  period  of  service  with  the  Council,  for  such  loans  of  personnel 
help  to  link  the  Council  more  closely  to  the  member  Churches.  The 
form  in  which  this  should  be  done  is  that  the  actual  appointment  of  such 
men  and  women  should  take  place  in  the  same  way  as  other  Council 
secretaries  —  for  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Council  must  be  able  to 
decide  who  is  to  work  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Council.  For  the 
same  reason  it  is  recommended  that  such  secretaries  should  be  paid 
according  to  the  standards  agreed  upon  in  the  Council,  that  they  should 
be  paid  through  the  Council’s  treasury  and  that  their  salary  should 
appear  as  a  special  contribution  from  the  Church  concerned. 

While  such  staff-members  contributed  by  the  member  Churches  work 
wholly  under  the  direction  of  the  Council’s  organs,  ‘Church-represent¬ 
atives’  (formerly  called  ‘ambassadors’)  sent  by  the  Churches  to  repre¬ 
sent  their  specific  concerns  and  policies  are  only  responsible  to  the 
Church  which  has  sent  them.  The  value  of  having  such  special  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  some  of  the  major  confessions  has  been  proved  —  especially 
in  the  realm  of  reconstruction  work.  It  is  recommended  that  in  case 
member  Churches  or  groups  of  member  Churches  desire  such  represent¬ 
ation  they  should  make  specific  proposals  to  the  Executive  Committee 
and  ask  this  Committee  to  consider  the  wisdom  and  practicability  of 
such  representation. 


24.  HEADQUARTERS 

The  World  Council  has  had  its  main  headquarters  at  Geneva  ever 
since  its  process  of  formation  began.  This  proved  a  blessing  during  the 
time  of  war,  since  Geneva  was  in  that  period  in  a  unique  position 
with  regard  to  the  belligerant  nations.  But  in  time  of  peace  also 
Geneva  has  great  advantages  in  that  it  is  the  headquarters  of  a  large 
number  of  Christian  and  other  international  organisations  and  an 
important  centre  of  international  life. 
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At  the  same  time  the  Swiss  government  and  the  Geneva  authorities 
have  shown  much  understanding  for  the  work  of  the  Council.  The 
Council  does  not  enjoy  any  privileges  which  are  not  also  granted  to 
other  non-governmental  bodies.  But  since  under  the  present  regime  it 
can  carry  on  its  work  in  full  independence  the  Council  does  not  claim 
any  such  privileges.  World  Council  offices  have  also  been  maintained 
in  New  York  and  London.  In  New  York  the  offices  of  the  Council 
are  in  the  Federal  Council  building  where  the  question  of  space  is  a 
constant  problem.  In  London  the  office  has  found  only  temporary 
quarters,  but  it  is  hoped  that  space  may  be  found  in  the  building  which 
the  British  Council  of  Churches  hopes  to  acquire  in  the  near  future. 

In  Geneva  the  war-time  headquarters  of  the  Council  proved  quite 
inadequate  for  post-war  needs.  In  1945  the  Council  bought,  therefore, 
one  large  and  one  small  house  at  Malagnou  17.  The  original  mortgage 
could  be  paid  off  through  the  help  of  a  number  of  American  Churches. 
In  1946  the  United  Bible  Societies  and  the  World  Council  bought 
together  the  house  next  door  (Malagnou  19).  The  funds  made  available 
for  this  purchase  of  property  were  sufficient  to  permit  the  building 
of  another  storey  on  this  house  when  further  space  was  found  to  be 
essential.  Moreover,  two  wooden  huts  with  twenty-three  rooms  were 
placed  in  the  garden.  Thus  the  present  situation  is  that  the  complex  of 
buildings  consists  of  three  permanent  and  two  temporary  buildings, 
that  these  buildings  are  free  of  mortgage  and  that  four  belong  to  the 
Council,  while  one  is  the  joint  property  of  the  Council  and  the  U.B.S. 

The  buildings  contain  two  meeting  rooms,  a  library  and  71  office- 
rooms.  It  should,  however,  be  remembered  that  in  addition  to  the 
offices  of  the  World  Council  itself  the  offices  of  the  World  Lutheran 
Federation,  the  European  office  of  the  U.B.S.  and  the  offices  of  several 
‘Church-representatives’  are  located  in  these  buildings.  It  its,  therefore, 
not  astonishing  that  the  question  of  space  remains  acute  and  that  it 
is  practically  impossible  to  increase  the  staff,  unless  measures  are  taken 
immediately  to  provide  additional  space. 

The  logical  and  practical  solution  is  to  add  another  wing  to  the 
building  Malagnou  19.  This  would  give  us  another  fourteen  rooms  and 
cost  about  $  60.000.  Three  other  needs  which  should  be  met,  if  at  all 
possible,  are  those  for  a  large  meeting  room,  for  a  chapel  large  enough 
to  hold  those  who  work  at  headquarters,  and  for  adequate  space  for 
the  library. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Ecumenical  Institute  has  bought 
the  property  of  Petit-Bossey  just  behind  the  Chateau  de  Bossey 
(which  has  been  rented  for  five  years).  The  acquisition  of  this  property 
had  become  necessary  in  order  to  have  sufficient  room  for  the  accomo¬ 
dation  of  students  and  conference-delegates. 

In  this  connection  the  question  of  incorporation  should  be  men¬ 
tioned.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Council  should  seek  official  incorpo¬ 
ration  in  the  countries  where  it  maintains  offices.  At  the  same  time 
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it  may  be  necessary  to  have  separate  incorporation  for  some  of  its 
departments  in  order  that  the  general  assets  of  the  Council  will  not 
be  involved  in  the  operations  of  these  departments. 

25.  BUDGET 

The  nature  of  the  growth  of  the  World  Council  has  resulted  in  the 
fact  that  many  departments  and  associated  bodies  have  had  separate 
budgets  and  sources  of  income.  Thus  ‘Faith  and  Order’  has  so  far  had 
its  own  treasury  and  several  departments  have  been  wholly  or  largely 
supported  by  special  gifts  outside  the  regular  contributions  of  the 
Churches  to  the  Council.  The  ‘general  budget’  of  the  Council  as  drawn 
up  in  the  last  years  does  not  give  a  full  picture  of  the  Council’s  income 
and  expense.  It  is  now  possible  for  the  first  time  to  present  a  consoli¬ 
dated  budget  covering  all  of  the  operations  falling  within  the  field 
of  responsibility  of  the  World  Council.  It  is  proposed  that  in  the  future 
the  expenses  of  all  departments  and  agencies  of  the  Council  should 
appear  in  the  general  budget,  except  that  funds  to  be  passed  to 
the  Churches  for  purposes  of  relief  and  reconstruction  should  be 
budgeted  for  separately.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  all  the 
funds  required  for  all  departments  should  come  out  of  direct  contri¬ 
butions  from  the  Churches,  for  in  several  cases  the  departments  may 
continue  to  receive  money  from  special  sources  which  will  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Budget.  This  means  that  the  budgets  of  the  following 
existing  departments  will  have  to  be  included  in  the  general  budget: 
Reconstruction  Department  (only  administrative  expenses),  ‘Faith  and 
Order’,  Ecumenical  Institute  (a  grant  which  would  be  increased 
annually  so  that  the  Council  would  take  over  full  support  when  the 
present  funds  of  the  Institute  are  exhausted),  and  that  the  World 
Council  share  in  the  cost  of  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  will  have  to  appear  in  the  budget. 

If  the  proposals  contained  in  this  report  are  adopted,  the  following 
additional  items  will  also  appear  in  the  general  budget:  Department 
of  Evangelism,  Department  of  Publicity,  share  in  cost  of  a  Far  Eastern 
Office. 

This  rearrangement  of  the  budget  does  not  by  itself  represent  a 
considerable  increase  in  expense  for  —  except  the  last  three  items  — 
all  others  have  been  supported  directly  or  indirectly  by  funds  given 
for  Church-purposes.  It  will,  however,  also  be  necessary  to  increase 
the  amounts  under  each  heading.  The  reasons  for  these  increases  are 
given  in  the  various  sections  of  this  report.  Now  that  the  provisional 
stage  in  the  life  of  the  Council  is  over  and  the  Churches  accept  full 
responsibility  for  the  life  of  the  Council  as  their  permanent  instrument 
of  cooperation,  the  Council  must  be  able  to  meet  the  varied  needs 
of  its  members  and  to  use  the  opportunities  which  arise  on  all  sides. 

The  main  financial  foundation  of  the  Council  must  be  the  contri¬ 
butions  from  its  member  Churches.  Unfortunately  the  launching  of 
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the  Council  takes  place  in  a  period  in  which  —  owing  to  financial 
restrictions  —  many  Churches  which  would  be  glad  to  contribute, 
cannot  do  so.  As  long  as  these  restrictions  are  maintained  the  only 
possibility  is  that  the  Churches  in  the  few  countries  which  can  contri¬ 
bute  larger  amounts,  agree  to  bear  a  disproportionately  large  share  of 
the  common  burden. 

The  ultimate  objective  remains,  however,  to  reach  the  position  that 
all  Churches  will  bear  their  fair  share  in  the  Budget. 

The  following  draft  budget  presents  the  1948  situation  and  then  gives 
what  (on  the  basis  of  this  report)  seems  the  ‘desirable’  figure  which 
represents  the  minimum  amount  which  (in  the  judgment  of  the  Provi¬ 
sional  Committee)  is  needed  to  carry  out  the  proposed  activities.  This 
figure  is  a  translation  in  terms  of  expense  of  the  plans  which  the 
Provisional  Committee  recommends  to  the  Assembly  for  adoption  and 
which  include  provision  for  a  real  advance  and  definite  expansion.  The 
total  amount  under  this  heading  is  not  large  if  it  is  remembered  that 
the  World  Council  is  the  organ  of  cooperation  and  fellowship  of 
140  Church  bodies  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

During  the  ten  years  of  its  ‘provisional’  existence  the  World  Council 
has  received  remarkable  blessings.  There  is  reason  for  profound  gratitude 
in  the  fact  that  during  the  war  the  Council’s  life  and  structure  could  be 
maintained  and  that  after  the  war  it  was  allowed  to  seize  great  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  ecumenical  service.  But  the  Council  is  not  yet  an  adequate 
instrument  for  the  performing  of  the  common  tasks  of  the  Churches  in 
the  present  world  situation.  A  too  rapid  growth  of  the  Council  must  be 
avoided.  But  a  healthy  development  of  its  work,  its  staff,  and  its 
resources  should  be  encouraged.  The  word  which  was  spoken  to  the 
delegates  of  the  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  Conferences  in  1937  is  also 
addressed  to  the  Assembly  of  1948:  ‘Let  them  go  forward’. 
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CONSOLIDATED  BUDGET  FOR  1948  AND 
SUCCEEDING  YEARS  —  EXPENDITURE 


See 

Note 

(pages 

77l7S) 

1948 

1949  and  following 

No.  of 
Secretaries 

Budget 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Secretaries 

Budget 

Geneve  Headquarters 

(see  detailed 

statement 

on  page  75) 

3i 

$  384,100 

38 

$  420,200 

New  York  Office 

Note  1 

4 

1 16,000 

4 

120,600 

London  Office 

1 

6,800 

1 

6,800 

Far  Eastern  Office 

— 

— 

1 

10,000 

Faith  and  Order 

Note  2 

3  (part- 

20,800 

r  +  2  (part- 

25,500 

time) 

time) 

Grants  to: 

Commission  of  the 

Churches  for  Inter- 

2  +  2  (part- 

6,400 

3 

b 

0 

0 

national  Affairs 

Note  3 

time) 

Ecumenical 

Press  Service 

Note  4 

— 

600 

— 

600  * 

38 

$  534>7°o 

48 

$  608,700 

5  (part- 

2  (part- 

time) 

time) 

Geneva ,  March ,  1948. 
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CONSOLIDATED  BUDGET  FOR  GENEVA  HEAD¬ 
QUARTERS  FOR  1948  AND  FOLLOWING  YEARS 

EXPENDITURE 

See 

1948 

1949  and 

following 

Note 

(pages 

77/7S) 

No.  of 
Secretaries 

Budget 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Secretaries 

Budget 

General  Secretariat 

2 

'O 

\l 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

T 

'F 

Study  Department 

4 

20,500 

5 

25,200 

Youth  Department 

2 

12,600 

3 

17,300 

Evangelism 

— ■ 

—  ■ 

2 

9,400 

Publicity 

Note  5 

1 

2,900 

2 

7,600 

Library 

— 

3,000 

- - 

3,000  \r 

Ecumenical  Review 

— ■ 

2,400 

- * 

4,700 

Ecumenical  Institute 

Reconstruction  Dept. 

Note  6 

3 

50,000 

4 

65,000 

(including  $45,500  for 
Refugee  Division 

with  4  Secretaries) 

Note  7 

U 

134,200 

U 

134,200 

Prisoners  of  War  Comm. 

Note  7 

— • 

10,600 

- . 

1,200 

Finance  and  Business  Dept. 

Note  7 

4 

47,000 

4 

47,000 

Maintenance,  Heating  and 

1 1,800 

Cleaning  of  Buildings 

Note  8 

— 

1 1,800 

- ■ 

Office  Expenses  (Postage, 
Telephone,  Telegrams, 

Office  Supplies  and 
Multigraph,  Furniture 

37,600 

\i 

ON 

O 

O 

and  Equipment) 

Note  8 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  (Accident 
insurance,  unforeseen, 

II,800 

etc.) 

Note  8 

— • 

1 1,800 

* 

31 

$  384,100 

38 

$  420,200 

Geneva,  March,  1948. 
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CONSOLIDATED  BUDGET  FOR  1948  AND  FOLLOWING 
YEARS  —  TOTAL  REQUIRED  REVENUE 


See 
Note 
on  page 

77/78 

1948 

1949 

and 

following 

From  Rockefeller  Fund  for  Ecumenical  Institute 

Note  6 

$  50,000 

$  40,000 

From  Reconstruction  Committees  of  giving  coun¬ 
tries  for  budget  of  Reconstruction  Department 
and  Prisoners  of  War  Commission,  including 
their  share  of  the  costs  of  Finance  and  Business 
Department  and  other  general  expenses,  and  other 
contributions  to  Departmental  budgets 

Note  7 

238,700 

229,300 

Revenue  needed  for  General  Budget 

Note  9 

246,000 

339,400 

$  534,700 

$  608,700 

Geneva,  March ,  1948. 
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NOTES  ON  CONSOLIDATED  BUDGET 


1.  Up  to  and  including  1948  the  New  York  office  operated  on  an 
independent  budget. 

2.  Up  to  and  including  1948  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  is  a 
separate  organisation  and  operates  on  its  own  budget. 

3.  The  Commission  of  the  Churches  for  International  Affairs  is  a 
joint  organ  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  is  supported  jointly  by  the  two  organisations. 
It  has  also  received  revenue  from  individual  donors. 

4.  In  addition  to  its  contribution  of  $  600,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  supports  the  Ecumenical  Press  Service  by  providing  the  services 
of  one  of  its  secretaries  as  director  of  the  service. 

5.  The  budget  for  1948  represents  wholly  the  expense  of  the  director 
of  the  Ecumenical  Press  Service. 

6.  Up  to  the  end  of  1948  the  administrative  budget  of  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  will  have  been  supported  entirely  by  Rockefeller  funds  but 
from  1949  onwards  other  supplementary  income  will  be  needed. 

7.  The  Reconstruction  Department  (including  its  Refugee  Division) 
is  supported  entirely  from  funds  provided  for  reconstruction  work  by 
the  Churches  of  the  giving  countries.  This  applies  also  to  the  Prisoners 
of  War  Commission.  The  Finance  and  Business  Department  is  largely 
occupied  on  the  affairs  of  these  departments  and  to  that  extent  is 
financed  from  their  budgets.  The  budget  of  the  Reconstruction  Depart¬ 
ment  does  not  include  any  valuation  of  the  services  of  Secretaries  who 
are  paid  by  their  own  Churches  and  placed  at  the  service  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

8.  The  expenditures  for  maintenance,  heating  and  cleaning  of 
buildings,  office  expenses  and  miscellaneous  expenses  are  shown  in  total 
but  the  financial  burden  is  divided  over  the  various  departments  and 
therefore  in  large  measure  borne  from  the  monies  raised  for  the  budgets 
of  the  Reconstruction  Department  and  the  Prisoners  of  War  Com¬ 
mission.  In  addition  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  buildings  is  paid 
by  independent  bodies  having  office  accommodation  at  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Geneva  Headquarters,  such  as  the  United  Bible 
Societies  and  the  Lutheran  World  Federation. 

9.  The  figure  for  1948  represents  the  total  which  will  be  needed 
for  the  as  yet  independent  budgets  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
the  New  York  office  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  the  Faith 
and  Order  Movement. 


GENERAL  NOTES 

The  foregoing  statements  must  be  regarded  as  provisional.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  various  organisations  concerned  are  not  integrated  and 
controlled  from  one  office,  the  task  of  preparing  a  consolidated  budget 
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is  a  difficult  one.  It  may  be  necessary  to  present  to  the  Assembly  a 
revised  series  of  statements  based  on  further  consultations  with  the 
officers  of  the  various  organisations,  but  it  is  believed  that  no  major 
changes  will  be  involved  and  that  the  foregoing  statements  present  a 
reasonably  accurate  picture. 

The  above  budget  includes  no  provision  for  the  addition  of  the  needed 
extra  wing  to  the  house  at  19  Route  de  Malagnou,  Geneva,  the  cost  of 
which  has  been  estimated  at  $  60.000,  nor  for  the  desirable  additions 
of  a  chapel  and  adequate  accommodation  for  the  library. 
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THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT 

OF  RECONSTRUCTION 


[with  explanatory  notes] 

I 

The  Department  shall  be  guided  by  a  General  Committee,  the  members 
of  which  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the  World 
Council.  The  General  Committee  shall  consist  of  one  member  from 
each  country,  giving  and  receiving,  the  Provisional  Committee  being  at 
liberty  to  increase  the  membership  of  any  particular  country  from  one 
to  more  than  one. 

The  General  Committee  shall  ordinarily  meet  once  a  year,  and  if 
convenient,  in  the  month  of  March. 

The  members  shall  be  such  persons  as  are  likely  to  be  able  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting,  and  as  are  able  to  interest  their  country  and  its 
Churches  in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  General  Committee  shall  receive  a  full  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Department,  shall  determine  the  policies  to  be  pursued,  and  shall  deleg¬ 
ate  duties  as  it  thinks  advisable. 

NOTES  ON  I 

(a)  There  is  a  prima  facie  case  for  choosing  the  membership  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  from  the  membership  of  the  Reconstruction  Committee  of  the  various  countries. 

(b)  Travelling  expenses,  including  board  and  lodging,  should  ordinarily  be  paid 
by  the  national  Reconstruction  Committee  of  the  country  represented  by  the  member; 
but  the  Department  will  consider  an  application  to  meet  the  expenses  of  one  delegate 
from  a  country,  the  Reconstruction  Committee  of  which  cannot  afford  to  do  so. 

(c)  The  system  of  alternates  of  members  is  abolished.  Nevertheless,  if  a  member 
cannot  attend  for  some  unexpected  reason,  he  will  be  at  liberty  to  send  someone  to 
take  his  place  and  that  substitute  shall  have  the  voting  and  speaking  rights  of  the 
member. 


II 

The  General  Committee  shall  appoint  an  Executive  Committee,  which 
shall  consist  of  the  following,  the  names  being  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  Administrative  Committee  of  the  World  Council: 

(1)  One  member  from  each  of  U.S.A.,  Great  Britain,  Sweden  and 
Switzerland. 

(2)  One  member  from  each  of  the  following  divisions  of  Europe  — 
Northern,  Western,  Southern,  Eastern,  Central;  these  members  shall  be 
appointed  annually,  and  none  of  them  shall  hold  office  for  more  than 
three  years. 

(3)  Members,  other  than  those  mentioned  in  II  (2)  above,  may  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Committee. 

(4)  These  members  ex  officiis:  (a)  The  Chairman  of  the  General 
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Committee,  who  may  be  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  (b)  The  Director  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Department,  (c)  The 
General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  (d)  The  Assistant 
General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  duties  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be: 

(1)  To  work  as  directed  by  the  General  Committee. 

(2)  To  appoint  and  supervise  the  Business  Committee  (for  which  see 
below). 

(3)  Generally  to  direct  the  Department  between  the  annual  meetings 
of  the  General  Committee. 


NOTES  ON  II 

(a)  The  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  ordinarily  be  held  in  June, 
September,  and  December. 

(b)  For  the  payment  of  expenses,  the  same  rules  apply  as  are  outlined  for  the 
General  Committee  in  I  Note  (2). 


Ill 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  appoint  a  Business  Committee,  consist¬ 
ing  of: 

(1)  The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

(2)  The  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

(3)  The  Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

(4)  The  Director  of  the  Department. 

(5)  The  Assistant  Director  of  the  Department. 

(6)  The  Director  of  the  Material  Aid  Division. 

(7)  The  Director  of  the  Refugee  Division. 

(8)  The  Director  of  the  Bible  and  Literature  Division. 

(9)  The  Treasurer  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

(10)  The  Director  of  any  Division,  which  may  be  formed  within  the 
Department. 

The  Business  Committee  shall  carry  out  work  specifically  remitted  to 
it.  It  shall  also  carry  out  work  on  its  own  initiative,  but  always  within 
the  limits  of  money  available  in  Geneva  for  any  given  project.  It  shall 
keep  the  work  of  the  Department  in  motion,  between  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  have  authority  in  case  of  need  to  validate 
projects,  duly  validated  by  national  Reconstruction  Committees,  to  fix 
priorities  and  to  allocate  requests  to  giving  countries. 

NOTES  ON  III 

(a)  The  Business  Committee  will  meet  ordinarily  each  month,  preferably  on  a  fixed 
date,  the  same  for  each  month,  except  in  the  months  when  the  meetings  of  the 
General  or  the  Executive  Committees  are  held. 

(b)  The  Business  Committee  will  inform  giving  countries  of  their  meetings  in 
sufficient  time,  to  allow  a  representative  to  be  sent  if  so  desired. 
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IV 


The  Director  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Department  shall  meet,  if  pos¬ 
sible  at  least  weekly,  preferably  on  a  regular  day  and  at  a  fixed  hour, 
for  general  consultation  and  information. 


v 

The  Director  shall  have  powers  on  his  own  initiative  and  judgment  to 
meet  immediately  urgent  requests,  duly  validated  by  national  commit¬ 
tees,  and  other  urgent  needs,  even  if  not  validated,  if  the  money  is 
available  in  Geneva,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Staff  Conference,  as 
detailed  in  IV  above. 


VI 

An  annual  conference  of  secretaries  of  Reconstruction  com¬ 
mittees  and  reconstruction  workers  shall  be  held  immediately  after  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Committee  in  March. 

NOTES  ON  VI 

(a)  Two  delegates  may  be  appointed  by  each  country,  giving  and  receiving,  the 
appointments  being  such  as  will  preserve  continuity  and  yet  introduce  new  members 
from  time  to  time. 

(b)  The  general  plan  of  the  Presinge  Conference,  1945,  will  be  followed,  though 

the  subjects  should  vary.  Time  will  be  given  for  intimate  fellowship  and  for  devo¬ 
tional  exercises.  , 

(c)  For  the  payment  of  expenses,  the  same  rules  apply  as  are  outlined  for  the 

General  Committee  in  I  Note  (2). 

(d)  The  objects  of  the  Conference  are  to  build  up  friendship  and  understanding 
between  the  various  Churches  and  countries,  to  study  national  problems  and  to  discuss 
the  best  means  of  meeting  them. 
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STATEMENT  OF  POLICY  OF  THE  YOUTH 

DEPARTMENT 


[Note]  This  statement  was  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  of  the 
World  Council’s  Youth  Department  at  its  meeting  at  Bossey  in 
August  1946  and  approved  by  the  Provisional  Committee  at  its  meeting 
in  Buck  Hill  Falls  (Pa.)  in  1947- 

1.  The  Youth  Department  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  owes 
its  origin  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  its  meeting  in  Geneva  from  February  21st 
to  February  23rd,  1946.  The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

cThe  Provisional  Committee  approves  the  setting  up  of  a  Youth 
Department  of  the  World  Council  with  a  special  Committee.  The  task 
of  this  Committee  and  Department  will  be: 

(a)  to  serve  as  the  centre  of  ecumenical  contact  and  inspiration  for 
the  youth  movements  directly  related  to  the  Churches; 

(b)  to  collaborate  with  the  international  Christian  youth  movements 
and  other  Christian  agencies  concerned  with  youth  in  ecumenical  youth 
activities. 

The  Provisional  Committee  authorises  the  Youth  Department  and  its 
committee  to  represent  the  World  Council  of  Churches  on  the  Ecumen¬ 
ical  Youth  Commission  which  is  the  organ  of  collaboration  between  the 
various  international  Christian  movements  and,  agencies  concerned  with 
youth  work.’ 

2.  The  primary  task  of  the  Youth  Department  is  to  help  the 
Churches  and  in  particular  the  youth  organisations  of  the  Churches  in 
giving  to  their  youth  a  sense  of  participation  in  and  responsibility  to, 
the  Church  Universal  as  it  finds  its  provisional  expression  in  the  ecumen¬ 
ical  movement. 

The  Youth  Department  fulfils  this  function  in  the  following  ways: 

(a)  By  providing  an  avenue  for  co-operative  study  of  the  needs  of 
youth  throughout  the  world  and  for  the  planning  of  programmes  for 
meeting  their  needs  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  Christian  faith 
among  youth. 

(b)  By  providing  a  medium  for  fellowship  and  exchange  of  expe¬ 
rience  among  the  leaders  of  the  Church  youth  organisations  and  move¬ 
ments  of  the  world. 

(c)  By  organising  international  and  ecumenical  meetings  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  Church  youth  movements. 

d)  By  publishing  studies  and  ecumenical  programmes  and  material 
for  the  constituent  organisations  and  movements.  A  first  undertaking 
of  the  Department  should  be  a  survey  of  all  the  existing  national  and 
international  Church  or  Church-related  youth  organisations  and  move¬ 
ments. 

(e)  By  assisting  member  Churches  anywhere  in  the  world  in  the 
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development  of  national  ecumenical  youth  organisations  where  such 
organisations  do  not  already  exist  and  where  such  help  is  requested. 

(f)  By  interpreting  the  convictions  and  concerns  of  Church  youth 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  its  constituent  bodies  and  by 
arranging  opportunities  for  young  Church  leaders  to  follow  closely  the 
work  of  important  ecumenical  committees  and  conferences  thus  carry¬ 
ing  forward  traditions  established  by  the  conferences  on  Faith  and 
Order  and  Life  and  Work. 

(g)  By  interpreting  the  life  and  work  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  ecumenical  movement  to  the  youth  of  the  Churches. 
This  could  be  facilitated  through  visits,  conferences  and  publications. 

(h)  By  stimulating  and  co-ordinating  financial  and  other  types  of 
assistance  by  Church  youth  groups  for  the  Church  youth  agencies  and 
movements  in  countries  which  need  outside  help. 

(i)  By  collaborating  with  independent  international  Christian  youth 
agencies  and  movements  which  are  concerned  with  youth,  in  ecumenical 
activities  which  are  of  common  concern. 

3.  The  Youth  Department  shall  be  directed  by  a  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  responsible  bodies  of  the  World  Council,  including  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  main  confessional  families  and  the  main  types  of  national 
or  regional  youth  organisations  and  movements  which  are  participating 
in  the  ecumenical  youth  movements. 

4.  The  Youth  Department  shall  sustain  close  working  relationships 
with  youth  departments  of  its  member  Churches  and  with  national 
ecumenical  youth  agencies.  Since  the  World  Council  is  a  World  Council 
of  Churches,  the  youth  movements  of  the  Churches  are  organically 
related  to  the  Council  through  their  respective  Churches.  The  Youth 
Department  of  the  Council,  therefore,  does  not  ask  youth  movements 
to  affiliate  themselves  directly  with  the  Youth  Department. 

5.  In  accordance  with  its  statement  of  functions  (Section  2  above) 
and  on  the  basis  of  the  resolution  of  the  Provisional  Committee  (Sec¬ 
tion  1  above),  the  Youth  Department  will  collaborate  with  the  inter¬ 
national  Christian  youth  movements  which  are  concerned  with  ecumen¬ 
ical  activities. 

In  doing  so  it  takes  its  stand  on  the  two  following  principles: 

(a)  that  the  Christian  youth  movements  which  are  organised  inde¬ 
pendently  have  made  and  are  making  special  contributions  in  such 
realms  as  evangelism,  ecumenical  education  and  lay  initiative; 

(b)  that,  in  recognition  of  those  special  contributions  it  is  desirable 
that  close  collaboration  be  encouraged  between  the  independent  youth 
movements  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Churches  and  Church  youth  move¬ 
ments  on  the  other  hand. 

This  collaboration  between  the  Youth  Department  of  the  World 
Council  and  the  independent  youth  movements  finds  its  expression  in: 

(a)  their  common  responsibility  for  the  organising  and  following 
up  of  the  World  Conference  of  Christian  Youth; 
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(b)  the  organisation  of  the  Ecumenical  Youth  Commission  as  their 
common  organ  for  consultation  and  planning. 

6.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  independent  Christian  youth  move¬ 
ments  have  among  their  affiliated  movements  a  certain  number  which 
are  in  close  organic  relationship  with  member  Churches  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  these  movements  are  invited  to  accept  a  consult¬ 
ative  relation5hip  to  the  Youth  Department  and  its  committee. 
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CHARTER  OF  THE  COMMISSION  OF  THE 
CHURCHES  ON  INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS 


[Note]  This  statement  was  drawn  up  by  a  Conference  called  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil  and  held  at  Cambridge  in  August  1946.  It  was  endorsed  by  the 
Provisional  Committee  of  the  World  Council  at  its  meeting  in  Buck 
Hill  Falls  in  1947  and  by  the  enlarged  Committee  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council  at  its  meeting  in  Whitby  in  1947. 

CHARTER 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the  Commission  on  International  Affairs 
shall  be  to  serve  the  Churches,  Councils  and  Conferences  which  are 
members  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  the  International 
Missionary  Council  as  a  source  of  stimulus  and  knowledge  in  their 
approach  to  international  problems,  as  a  medium  of  common  counsel 
and  action,  and  as  their  organ  in  formulating  the  Christian  mind  on 
world  issues  and  in  bringing  that  mind  effectively  to  bear  upon  such 
issues.  More  particularly,  it  shall  be  the  aim  of  the  Commission: 

1.  To  encourage  the  formation,  in  each  country  and  in  each  Church 
represented  in  the  parent  bodies  of  commissions  through  which  the 
consciences  of  Christians  may  be  stirred  and  educated  as  to  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  in  the  world  of  nations. 

The  influence  of  Christians  upon  international  problems  must  be  made  effective 
mainly  through  individual  governments  and  inasmuch  as  the  relations  of  public 
opinion  to  official  action  varies,  the  methods  of  expressing  this  influence  will  vary. 
It  must  be  a  major  purpose  of  the  Commission  to  assist  churches  in  the  several  lands 
to  express  their  judgments  on  world  issues  to  their  governments. 

2.  To  gather  and  appraise  materials  on  the  relations  of  the  Churches 
to  public  affairs,  including  the  work  of  various  Churches  and  Church 
Councils  in  these  fields  and  to  make  the  best  of  this  material  available 
to  its  constituent  Churches. 

Thus  the  Commission  will  draw  spiritual  sustenance  from  our  Christian  people. 
If  the  Commission  is  to  be  an  effective  body,  there  must  be  channels  through  which 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  Christian  people  can  flow  into  the  Commission,  and  through 
it  to  Christians  in  other  lands. 

3.  To  study  selected  problems  of  international  justice  and  world 
order,  including  economic  and  social  questions,  and  to  make  the  results 

of  such  study  widely  known  among  all  the  Churches. 

Only  a  limited  number  of  carefully  chosen  problems  can  be  given  the  thorough 
study  required.  Such  study  should  utilise  the  best  available  thought  from  any  quarter, 
should  seek  counsel  of  informed  experts,  and  should  bring  to  bear  on  the  problems 
insights  derived  from  Christian  faith. 

4.  To  assign  specific  responsibilities  and  studies  to  sub-committees 
or  special  groups,  and  to  claim  for  them  the  assistance  of  persons  espe¬ 
cially  expert  in  the  problems  under  consideration. 

Much  of  the  Commissions  most  important  work  will  have  to  be  done  through 
groups,  smaller  and  more  readily  accessible  than  the  Commission  as  a  whole.  Special 
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effort  should  be  directed  to  assure  that  such  sub-committees,  while  necessarily  limited 
in  scope  of  membership,  shall  be  as  fully  representative  as  possible. 

5.  To  organise  study  conferences  of  leaders  of  different  Churches 
and  nations. 

Through  such  conferences,  meeting  in  an  atmosphere  of  Christian  fellowship,  signi¬ 
ficant  Christian  judgment  on  international  issues  may  be  reached,  and  the  work  of  the 
churches  in  the  several  nations  may  be  guided  and  advanced. 

6.  To  call  the  attention  of  the  Churches  to  problems  especially 
claimant  upon  the  Christian  conscience  at  any  particular  time  and  to 
suggest  ways  in  which  Christians  may  act  effectively  upon  these  pro¬ 
blems,  in  their  respective  countries  and  internationally. 

7.  To  discover  and  declare  Christian  principles  with  direct  relevance 
to  the  relations  of  nations,  and  to  formulate  the  bearing  of  these  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  immediate  issues. 

In  preparing  and  issuing  public  declarations,  the  Commission  should  build  upon  the 
results  of  earlier  work  by  the  parent  bodies  in  this  field,  such  as  the  Stockholm, 
Jerusalem,  Oxford  and  Madras  Conferences.  In  general,  the  character  and  scope  of 
such  declarations  may  well  follow  the  general  lines  thus  established.  More  specifically: 

a)  When  the  World  Council  of  Churches  or  the  International  Missionary  Council 
as  a  whole  is  meeting,  in  an  Assembly,  conference,  or  committee,  the  Commission 
might  recommend  statements  which,  if  adopted,  would  have  importance  as  represent¬ 
ative  of  Christian  opinion  (outside  Roman  Catholicism)  all  over  the  world. 

b)  Since  the  Councils  meet  infrequently,  the  Commission  on  International  Affairs 
would,  in  the  interim,  have  liberty  to  speak  in  its  own  name,  making  clear  that  the 
Councils  had  not  endorsed  the  statement. 

c)  If  occasions  arise  in  which  the  officers  or  sub-committees  of  the  Commission 
feel  impelled  to  speak  without  waiting  for  consultation  with  the  Commission  as 
a  whole,  they  should  make  clear  that  they  are  not  committing  any  group  other  than 

themselves. 

8.  To  represent  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council  in  relations  with  international  bodies  such 
as  the  United  Nations  and  related  agencies. 

The  Commission  should  maintain  such  contacts  with  these  bodies  as  will  assist  in: 

a)  the  progressive  development  and  codification  of  international  law; 

b)  the  encouragement  of  respect  for  and  observance  of  human  rights  and  funda¬ 
mental  freedoms;  special  attention  being  given  to  the  problem  of  religious  liberty; 

c)  the  international  regulation  of  armaments; 

d)  the  furtherance  of  international  economic  cooperation; 

e)  acceptance  by  all  nations  of  the  obligation  to  promote  to  the  utmost  the  well¬ 
being  of  dependent  peoples,  including  their  advance  toward  self-government  and  the 
development  of  their  free  political  institutions; 

f)  the  promotion  of  international  social,  cultural,  educational  and  humanitarian 

enterprises. 

9.  To  concert  from  time  to  time  with  other  organisations  holding 
similar  objectives  in  the  advancement  of  particular  ends. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  AND  THE 
INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 


[Note]  The  Joint  Committee  as  appointed  at  Madras  (1938)  and 
St  Germain  ( 1939 )  met  for  the  first  time  in  Geneva  in  February  1946 
and  for  the  second  tim-e  in  Buckhill  Falls  (Pa.)  in  April  1947  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Dr  John  R.  Mott.  The  following  sections  of  the  report 
of  its  second  meeting  ( which  has  appeared  in  full  in  the  Minutes  of  the 
Provisional  Committee  meeting  at  Buckhill  Falls)  are  submitted  to  the 
Assembly  for  its  approval: 


COLLABORATION  ON  SPECIFIC  MATTERS 

A.  East  Asia  Office 
Resolved: 

1.  That  the  Joint  Committee  approve  in  principle  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  joint  office  in  East  Asia  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council  the  need  for  which  has  been 
strongly  expressed  by  the  National  Christian  Councils  of  India  and 
China.  As  interpreted  by  these  Councils  the  proposal  is  designed  to 
help  the  Churches  in  East  Asia  to  develop  a  sense  of  their  interdepen¬ 
dence,  to  provide  them  with  an  agency  for  pooling  their  experience  and 
for  sharing  both  spiritual  inspiration  and  practical  technique,  and  to 
help  them  to  participate  fully  in  the  life  of  the  ecumenical  Church. 

2.  To  recommend  that  the  budget  for  the  office  should  be  met 
from  three  sources,  namely,  the  Churches  of  East  Asia,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council,  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

3.  To  recommend  that  the  proposal  be  further  studied  by  the 
enlarged  meeting  of  the  East  Asia  Regional  Committee  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council  at  Whitby,  Canada,  which  will  include 
the  delegates  from  Eastern  Asia  together  with  such  representatives  as 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  may  appoint.  It  hopes  that  as  soon  as 
possible  concrete  proposals  will  be  submitted  to  the  responsible  bodies 
of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  for  their  prompt  and  favourable  action. 

B.  Study  and  Research 

The  Joint  Committee  has  discussed  the  problem  of  possible  greater 
co-ordination  of  study  and  research  activities,  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  General  Secretaries,  together  with  the  research  staffs, 
should  plan  ways  and  means  of  utilising  their  joint  resources  for  the 
study  of  the  most  important  problems  and  adding  in  due  course 
Younger  Church  member(s)  of  staff. 
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The  Joint  Committee  stresses  its  sense  of  the  importance  of  such 
further  integration,  wherever  it  becomes  possible  without  detriment  to 
the  vital  interests  of  both  organisations. 

C.  Youth 

The  Joint  Committee  rejoices  in  the  definite  setting  up  of  the  Youth 
Department  of  the  World  Council  in  which  the  youth  leaders  of  the 
Younger  Churches  are  represented.  It  expresses  satisfaction  also  in  the 
fact  that  the  Younger  Churches  will  send  strong  delegations  to  the 
second  World  Conference  of  Christian  Youth  in  Oslo  and  recommends 
that  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  look  to  the  Youth  Department  to  take  care  of  all  their  youth 
interests. 

D.  Reconstruction  and  Inter-Church  Aid 

The  Joint  Committee  records  the  gratification  of  both  organisations 
in  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  co-ordination  of  relief  and 
reconstruction,  in  particular  through  the  formation  in  the  United 
States  of  Church  World  Service.  Because  of  the  manifest  value  of  the 
co-ordination  thus  achieved,  the  Joint  Committee  urgently  recom¬ 
mends  such  further  efforts  by  both  agencies  and  their  related  bodies 
as  will  present  the  task  of  reconstruction  and  inter-Church  aid  in  Asia 
and  Europe  as  one  to  be  accomplished  by  all  Churches  for  the 
Churches  in  need. 

Resolved: 

1.  To  confirm  the  action  taken  by  the  ad  hoc  committee  in 
Cambridge  (in  1946)  in  the  formation  of  the  Commission  of  the 
Churches  on  International  Affairs; 

2.  To  endorse  the  statement  of  principles  and  objectives  adopted 
at  the  Cambridge  conference; 

3.  To  draw  the  attention  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  International  Missionary  Council  to  the  serious  financial  obligations 
involved  in  this  undertaking.  An  income  considerably  beyond  anything 
which  can  be  provided  by  the  two  organisations  from  their  normal 
resources  is  demanded  if  the  Commission  is  to  fulfil  its  purpose.  The 
co-operating  bodies  are  therefore  urged  to  render  all  assistance  possible 
in  discovering  additional  sources  of  income; 

4.  To  urge  that  the  work  of  the  Commission  shall  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  all  national  ecumenical  councils  and  that  relationships 
shall  be  effected  through  which  the  maximum  collaboration  of  these 
councils  may  be  secured. 

F.  Correlation  of  Conferences 

The  Joint  Committee  recalls  that  at  its  meeting  in  Geneva  in  1946,  it 
was  recommended  that  the  two  bodies  should  consult  about  the  dates 
of  conferences  that  they  desire  to  call  and  that  each  should  send 
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delegates  to  the  other  body;  and  now  notes  with  satisfaction  that  this 
consultation  and  exchange  of  representatives  has  become  a  part  of  the 
procedure  of  the  two  Councils.  We  recommend  that  this  practice 
be  maintained. 

G.  Ecumenical  Press  Service 

The  Joint  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  1946  recommended  that  the 
co-operation  already  in  force  between  the  two  bodies  in  the  publication 
of  I.C.P.I.S.  be  developed  so  that  it  might  become  a  recognised  organ 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary 
Council  for  the  distribution  of  ecumenical  news  and  information.  We 
have  now  heard  with  gratification  that  the  I.C.P.I.S.  and  the  Bulletin 
of  the  International  Missionary  Council  have  been  amalgamated  in  the 
Ecumenical  Press  Service ,  and  that  this  Ecumenical  Press  Service  is  now 
being  published  under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  these  two  bodies  and 
other  world-wide  Christian  organisations  and  that  further  matters 
regarding  it  are  being  studied  with  a  view  to  making  it  an  increasingly 
effective  medium  for  the  dissemination  of  ecumenical  news.  We  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Ecumenical  Press  Service  be  commended  to  all  the 
constituent  members  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

H.  Ecumenical  Institute 

The  Joint  Committee  has  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Ecumenical  Institute  and  of  the  good  beginning  already  made  in 
its  work  of  training  Christian  leadership  with  an  ecumenical  spirit  and 
outlook.  The  Committee  draws  attention  to  the  fact  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  desires  to  serve  the  Churches  in  all  parts  of  the  world  and 
recommends  that  all  the  Churches  associated  with  the  International 
Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  especially 
the  Younger  Churches,  be  urged  to  avail  themselves  of  its  services. 

I.  Christian  Evangelism 

The  Joint  Committee  is  conscious  of  the  fact  that  there  is  especial 
need  today  to  proclaim  to  the  world  all  that  the  Gospel  means  both 
for  the  individual  and  for  the  social  and  political  order.  It  notes  there¬ 
fore  with  special  gratitude  that  both  the  International  Missionary 
Council  and  the  ^T^orld  Council  of  Churches  use  the  term  evangelism 
in  its  full  sense  as  meaning  both  personal  evangelism  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel  to  social  life  and  that  both  these  aspecs  are  being 
emphasised  in  the  programme  for  the  Assembly  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  for  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council.  The  Committee  expresses  the  hope  that  out  of  these 
meetings  will  come  constructive  proposals  for  further  common  effort 
to  evangelise  the  whole  of  human  life. 
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RELATIONSHIPS  BETWEEN  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF 

CHURCHES  AND  THE  INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONARY 

COUNCIL 

The  Joint  Committee  has  had  before  it  certain  recommendations  from 
the  International  Missionary  Council’s  Committee  on  Programme, 
Structure  and  Staffing  from  its  meeting  April  14th  and  15th,  1947  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  as  well  as  the  memoranda  which  has  been  circulated  to 
members  of  the  Joint  Committee.  It  was  recognised  that  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Committee  on  Programme,  Structure  and  Staffing 
were  subject  to  approval  by  the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council. 

The  Joint  Committee  amended  the  pertinent  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  on  Programme,  Structure  and  Staffing  and  adopted 
them  as  follows: 

A.  The  Joint  Committee  reaffirms  the  convictions  which  it  stated  in 
the  following  terms  at  Geneva  in  February  1946  and  which  were 
accepted  by  the  ad  interim  Committee  of  the  International  Missionary 
Council  and  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches: 

‘We  deem  necessary  that  the  International  Missionary  Council  and 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  shall  make  clear  to  all  their  identity 

j 

of  purpose  and  concern  for  the  evangelisation  of  the  world,  shall 
co-operate  in  every  possible  way,  and  shall  draw  progressively  closer 
together  in  all  their  undertakings  for  Christian  fellowship,  witness 
and  service. 

‘It  is  our  judgement  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches  cannot 
leave  outside  its  purview  the  missionary  enterprises  of  the  Churches; 
that,  at  the  same  time,  the  Churches  need  a  functional  agency  in  this 
field  such  as  the  International  Missionary  Council,  with  its  wider  basis 
of  membership  and  its  particular  responsibilities;  and  that  the  growing 
tasks  of  both  these  ecumenical  bodies,  and  their  common  Christian 
interests  and  purposes,  will  require  that  they  be  increasingly  united  in 
vision,  plan  and  sacrifical  action.’ 

1.  The  Committee  would  emphasise  the  fact  that  what  is  involved 
in  this  association  is  a  process,  not  a  single  event  in  the  field  of  organi¬ 
sation.  Indeed  this  process  of  drawing  progressively  closer  together 
began  at  the  International  Missionary  Council  meeting  at  Madras  in 
December  1938  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  meeting  at 
St.  Germain  in  January  1939,  and  has  been  steadily  growing. 

2.  The  Committee  believes  that  for  the  time  being  the  distinctive 
responsibilities  and  functions  of  the  two  bodies  require  the  existence  of 
tnem  both  as  autonomous  organisations.  In  particular,  immediate  oblig¬ 
ations  of  the  world  missionary  task  today  demand  the  minimum  of 
organisational  changes  which  might  result  in  interrupting  the  present 
work  of  the  International  Missionary  Council. 
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3.  The  Committee  is  convinced  that  the  interdependence  of  these 
two  organisations  is  as  vital  as  their  autonomy.  Structural  integration  is 
not  deemed  to  be  immediately  desirable,  but  what  is  needed  is  further 
effective  co-operation  in  close  association.  They  are  complementary 
ecumenical  councils.  Both  of  them  are  Church  and  missionary  in  charac¬ 
ter  and  together  they  are  seeking  ends  which  are  essentially  common. 
While  the  most  powerful  expressions  of  this  relationship  are  to  be 
sought  in  the  field  of  action,  the  Committee  urges  that  the  principle  of 
interdependence  should  also  find  acknowledgment  in  the  use  by  both 
of  the  following  titles: 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

in  Association  with 

THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

and 

THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

in  Association  with 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

It  is  recognised  that  this  recommendation  cannot  become  effective 
until  approved  by  the  Committee  of  the  International  Missionary 
Council,  which  will  meet  at  Whitby  in  July  1947,  and  by  the  Assembly 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  which  will  meet  at  Amsterdam  in 
1948. 

4.  It  is  recommended  that  in  the  further  working  out  of  principles 
and  policies  affecting  co-ordination  and  common  action  there  should  be 
a  joint  committee  which  should  be  consultative  and  not  administrative 
in  character  except  for  such  specific  tasks  as  the  two  bodies  may  assign 
to  it;  that  each  of  the  organisations  should  provide  one  of  its  secretaries 
to  serve  this  joint  committee  or  make  such  other  arrangement  as  may 
be  mutually  agreed  upon. 

B.  The  Joint  Committee  recommends  that  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  consider  ways  by  which  the  constituent  organisations  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council  may  find  a  recognised  place  in  the 
functioning  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


[Note]  —  At  its  meeting  in  Whitby  (Ontario)  in  July  1947,  the  enlarged  Committee 
of  the  International  Missionary  Council  received  the  section  on  ‘  Collaboration  on 
specific  matters”  and  accepted  the  section  on  Relationship  betv/een  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBER  CHURCHES 


[Note]  This  list  includes  the  names  of  all  Churches  which  on 
May  i st,  1948  had  officially  notified  the  General  Secretariat  that 
they  accepted  the  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  establishment  of  a 
World  Council  of  Churches. 


AUSTRALASIA 

METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  AUSTRALASIA 

General  President:  The  Rev.  H.  G.  Secomb,  430  Little  Collins  Street, 
Melbourne.  Victoria. 

AUSTRALIA 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  IN  AUSTRALIA  AND  TASMANIA 

Church  House,  St.  Andrew’s  Cathedral,  George  Street,  Sydney. 

CONGREGATIONAL  UNION  OF  AUSTRALIA 

General  Secretary:  The  Rev.  Walter  Albiston,  Independant  Hall, 
Collins  Street,  Melbourne.  Victoria. 

FEDERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN 
AUSTRALIA 

Mr  A.  W.  Stephenson,  M.A.,  530  Elizabeth  Street,  Melbourne. 
C.  1. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  AUSTRALIA 

Moderator-General’s  Office,  Assembly  Hall,  156  Collins  Street,  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Victoria. 

AUSTRIA 

EVANGELISCHE  KIRCHE  A.U.H.B.  IN  OESTERREICH 
(EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  OF  THE  AUGSBURGIAN  AND 
HELVETIC  CONFESSION) 

Evangelischer  Oberkirchenrat,  Schellinggasse  12,  Vienna  I 

BELGIUM 

EGLISE  CHRETIENNE  MISSIONNAIRE  BELGE 
(BELGIAN  CHRISTIAN  MISSIONARY  CHURCH) 

Secretariat:  1 19,  avenue  Coghen,  Uccle-Bruxelles. 

UNION  DES  EGLISES  EVANGELIQUES  PROTESTANTES 
DE  BELGIQUE 

(UNION  OF  PROTESTANT  EVANGELICAL  CHURCHES  OF 

Belgium) 

President:  Pasteur  M.  Schyns,  93,  Chaussee  de  Vleurgat,  Bruxel¬ 
les. 
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BRAZIL 


IGREJA  METODISTA  DO  BRASIL 
(METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  BRAZIL) 

The  Rev.  Dr  Charles  Wesley  Clay,  Rua  Misael  Pena  ioo,  Vitoria. 
Estado  do  Espirito  Santo. 

IGREJA  CRISTA  P  R  E  S  B  I  T  E  R  I  A  N  A  DO  BRASIL 
(PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  BRAZIL) 

Stated  Clerk:  Dr  Benjamin  Moraes  Jr.  Rua  Buenos  Aires  135-8° 
Caixa  Postal  809,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  D.F. 

CANADA 

CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  (DISCIPLES) 

General  Secretary:  The  Rev.  O.  W.  McCully,  332  Bloor  St.  W. 
Toronto  5. 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  IN  CANADA 

Church  House,  604,  Jarvis  Street,  Toronto  5. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  CANADA 

100,  Adelaide  Street  West,  Toronto  i. 

UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CANADA 

General  Secretary:  Dr  Gordon  A.  Sisco,  299,  Queen  Street  West, 
421  Wesley  Buildings,  Toronto  2  B. 

YEARLY  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS 

Mr  Arthur  G.  Dorland,  914,  Colborne  Street,  London  Ont. 

CHINA 

CHINA  BAPTIST  COUNCIL 

169  Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road,  Shanghai 

CHUNG-HUA  CHI-TU  CHIAO-HUI 
(CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA) 

Dr  H.  H.  T s u  1,  128  Museum  Road,  Shanghai. 

CHUNG  HUA  SHENG  RUNG  HUI 
(ANGLICAN  CHURCH  IN  CHINA) 

General  Secretary:  The  Rt.  Rev.  Y.  Y.  Tsu,  209  Pai  Hsia  Lu.  Nan¬ 
king. 

NORTH  CHINA  RUNG  LI  HUI 

(north  china  congregational  church) 

The  Rev.  Earle  H.  Ballou,  29  Teng  Shih  K’ou,  Peiping. 

i 

CZECHOSLO VAKIA 

CESKOBRATRSK A  CIRKEV  EVANGELICKA 
(EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  OF  CZECH  BRETHREN) 

Dr  Josef  K  re  nek,  Synodical  Senior,  Jungmannova  9,  Praha  II. 
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EVANGELICKA  CIRKEV  A.  V.  N  A  SLOVENSKU 

('EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  IN  SLOVAKIA,  AUGSBURGIAN 

\ 

confession) 

Evangelical  Bishop’s  Office,  Liptovsky  Sv.  Mikulas. 

REF.  CIRKEV  NA  SLOVENSKU 

(reformed  church  in  Slovakia) 

Nam.  Janka  Krala  C  ii/i,  Kosice. 

DENMARK 

DEN  EVANGELISKLUTHERSKE  FOLKEKIRKE  I  DANMARK 

(church  of  Denmark) 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  H.  Fuglsang-Damgaard,  Norregade  1 1, 
Copenhagen. 

EGYPT 

COPTIC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH 

His  Holiness  Amba  Yousab,  Patriarch  of  the  Coptic  Church, 
Cairo. 

PATRIARCHATE  OF  ALEXANDRIA 

His  Beatitude  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  Mgr.  Christophoros, 
Alexandria. 


ESTONIA 

EESTI  EV.  LUT.  USU  KIRIKU 

(EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  ESTHONIA) 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Toom, 
T  ALLINN. 

FINLAND 

SUOMEN  EVANKELIS-LUTERILAINEN  KIRKKO 
(EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  FINLAND) 

The  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  A.  Lehtonen,  Turku. 

FRANCE 

EGLISE  DE  LA  CONFESSION  d’a  UGSBOURG  d’A  L  S  A  C  E 
ET  DE  LORRAINE 

(EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  OF  THE  AUGSBURGIAN  CON¬ 
FESSION  IN  ALSACE  AND  LORRAINE) 

i,  quai  St.  Thomas,  Strasbourg. 

EGLISE  EVANGELIQUE  LUTHERIENNE  DE  FRANCE 
(EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  FRANCE) 

Inspecteur  H.  Boury,  i 6,  rue  Chauchat,  Paris  IXeme. 
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EGLISE  REFORMEE  d’a  LSACE  ET  DE  LORRAINE 
(REFORMED  CHURCH  OF  ALSACE  AND  LORRAINE) 

Commission  Synodale,  4,  me  Blessig,  Strasbourg. 

EGLISE  REFORMEE  DE  FRANCE 

(reformed  church  of  France) 

President  Marc  Boegner,  47,  rue  de  Clichy,  Paris  IXeme. 

GERMANY 

ALTKATHOLISCHE  KIRCHE  IN  DEUTSCHLAND 

(old  catholic  church  in  Germany) 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Erwin  Kreuzer,  Schumannstr.  49,  Bonn  am 
Rhein.  Brit.  Zone. 

EVANGELISCHE  bruder-unitat 
(MORAVIAN  CHURCH) 

Bischof  D.  V.  Baudert,  Herrnhiiter  Briidergemeine,  Bad  Boll 
Wiirtt.  (14a)  U.S.A.  Zone. 

EVANGELISCHE  KIRCHE  IN  DEUTSCHLAND 

(evangelical  churches  of  Germany  (represented  by  the 
Council  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Kanzlei  der  Evangeli- 
schen  Kirche  in  Deutschland)) 

Oberbettringerstr.  19,  Schwabisch  Gmund  (14)  U.S.A.  Zone. 
vereinigung  der  deutschen  mennonitengemein- 

D  E  N 

(mennonite  church) 

Dr  Ernst  Crous,  Calsowstr.  4,  Gottingen  (20b)  Brit.  Zone. 

GREECE 


CHURCH  OF  GREECE 

His  Beatitude  the  Archbishop  of  Athens  and  all  Greece  Mgr.  D  A  mas- 
kin  o  s.  Athens. 

GREEK  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH 

Moderator:  The  Rev.  G.  A.  Hadjiantoniou,  M.A.,  LL.  B,  24, 
Odysseos  Androutsou  Street,  Athens. 

HOLLAND 

algemene  doopsgezinde  societeit 
(general  mennonites  society) 

Doopsgezinde  Kerk,  Singel  452,  Amsterdam  C. 

evangelisch  lutherse  kerk 

(EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH) 

President:  The  Rev.  J.  P.  van  Heest,  Frans  van  Mierisstr.  i2o> 
Amsterdam  Z. 


95 


HERSTELD  EVANGELISCH  LUTHERS  K E R K G E N O O T S C H A P 
(RESTORED  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH) 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  W.  F.  tenRouw  elaar,  Gerrit  van  der  Veen- 
straat  42,  Amsterdam  Z. 

NEDERLANDS  HERVORMDE  KERK 

(dutch  reformed  church) 

Secretariate:  Carnegielaan  9,  The  Hague. 

OUD-K  ATHOLIEKE  KERK 

(old  catholic  church) 

Secretary:  Mgr.  E.Lagervey,  Bisschop  van  Deventer,  Mariahoek  14, 
Utrecht. 

REMONSTRANTSE  BROEDERSCHAP 

(arminian  church) 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  F.  Kleijn,  Gentschestraat  125,  Schevenin- 

g  e  n. 

UNIE  VAN  BAPTISTEN 

(union  OF  baptists) 

do  The  Rev.  K.  R e i l i n g,  Claes  de  Vrieselaan  69b,  Rotterdam. 

VRIJ  EVANGELISCHE  GEMEENTEN 

(free  EVANGELICAL  congregations) 

c/o  The  Rev.  P.  van  Vliet,  H.  de  Keyzerplein  8,  Amsterdam  Z. 

I 

HUNGARY 

A  M AGY ARORSZ AGI  EVANGELIKUS  EGYHAZ 
(LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  HUNGARY) 

General-Inspector:  Baron  Adalbert  Radvansky,  Ulloi  utca  24, 
Budapest  VIII. 

A  MAGYARORSZAGI  REFORMATUS  EGYHAZ 

(reformed  church  of  Hungary) 

General  Conventus,  Abonyi  u.  21,  Budapest  XIV. 

INDIA 

CHURCH  OF  INDIA,  BURMA  AND  CEYLON 

The  Most  Rev.  the  Metropolitan  of  India,  Bishop’s  House,  Chowringhee, 

Calcutta. 

FEDERATION  OF  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCHES 
IN  INDIA 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  H.  W.  Mayer,  Renigunta.  Chittoor  Dist. 

MAR  THOMA  SYRIAN  CHURCH  OF  MALABAR 

P.  O.  Philip  Esq.  B.A.,  Sabha  Secretary,  Mar  Thom  a  Sabha  Office,  1 
Tiruvella.  P.O.  Travancore  State. 
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ORTHODOX  SYRIAN  CHURCH  O  F  MALABAR 

Father  K.  Phi  lip  os,  Veloor,  Kottayam.  Travancore  S.  India. 

SOUTH  INDIA  UNITED  CHURCH 

c/o  The  Rev.  J.  S.  Hooper,  Concordia,  Association  Hill,  Kodai- 
k  a  n  a  l.  S.I. 

UNITED  CHURCH  OF  NORTHERN  INDIA 

Stated  Clerk:  The  Rev.  Kenneth  Yohan  M  a  s  i  h,  U.C.C.  Mission, 
N  e  e  m  u  c  h.  Central  India. 

INDONESIA 

HOERIA  KRISTEN  BATAK  PROTESTANT 

(Batakse  Kerk  Sumatra) 

(battak  church  Sumatra) 

Taroentoeng.  Sumatra. 

PROTESTANTSE  KERK  IN  INDONESIE 
(PROTESTANT  CHURCH  IN  INDONESIA) 

Koningsplein  Oost  No.  io,  Batavia. 

gredja  masehi  indjili  di  timoer  (Protestantse  Timorkerk) 

(PROTESTANT  CHURCH  OF  TIMOR) 

Secretary  Mr.  E.  F.  Toko  h,  K  o  e  p  a  n  g. 

ITALY 

CHIESA  EVANGELICA  METODISTA  D’lTALIA 
(EVANGELICAL  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  ITALY) 

Chairman  and  General  Superintendent:  Pastore  Emanuele  Sbaffi, 
Via  Firenze  38,  Rome. 

CHIESA  EVANGELICA  VALDESE 
(f  ALDENSIAN  CHURCH) 

Moderator:  Past.  Virgilio  Sommani,  Via  IV  Novembre  107,  Roma. 

JAPAN 

NIPPON  KIRISUTO  KYODAN 
(CHURCH  OF  CHRIST) 

Kyodan  Offices,  6,  Itchome,  Nishikicho,  Kanda  Ku,  Tokyo. 

NIPPON  SEI  KO  Kf  AI 
(ANGLICAN  CHURCH  IN  JAPAN) 

Presiding  Bishop:  The  Most  Rev.  M.  H.  Yashiro 
5  Nakayanate-dori 
3  chome 

Ikuta-ku,  Kobe-Shi.  Honshu. 
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METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  A.  E.  F.  Garrett,  36  Havelockstr.  Port 
Elizabeth.  Cape  Prov. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 

Clerk  of  Assembly:  Mr  Hugh  M.  Agnew,  P.O.  Box  823,  Cape 
Town. 


SPAIN 

IGLESIA  EVANGELICA  ESPANOLA 
(SPANISH  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH) 

Secretary:  Pastor  John  Fliedner,  Calavatra  25,  Madrid  5. 

SWEDEN 

SVENSKA  KYRKAN 

(church  of  Sweden) 

The  Most  Rev.  Erling  Eidem,  D.D.,  Archbishop  or  Upsala.  Upsala. 

SVENSKA  MISSIONSFORBUNDET 
(SWEDISH  MISSION  COVENANT) 

Secretary  of  Home  Mission:  Mr  Rich  Larsson,  legnergatan  8, 
Stockholm  Va. 


SWITZERLAND 

CHRISTKATHOLISCHE  KIRCHE  DER  SCHWEIZ 

(old  catholic  church) 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Dr  Adolf  Kury,  39,  Willadingweg,  Berne. 

FEDERATION  DES  EGLISES  PROTESTANTES  DE  LA  SUISSE 
(SWISS  PROTESTANT  CHURCH  FEDERATION) 

President:  Dr  A.  Koechlin,  3  St.  Martinskirchplatz,  Basle. 

SYRIA 

GREEK  ORTHODOX  PATRIARCHATE  OF  ANTIOCH 

His  Beatitude  the  Lord  Alexander,  Patriarch  of  Antioch  and  all 
the  Orient,  Damascus. 


TURKEY 

OECUMENICAL  PATRIARCHATE  OF  CONSTANTINOPLE 

His  Holiness  Maximos,  Oecumenical  Patriarch,  Phanar,  Istanbul. 
UNITED  KINGDOM  AND  EIRE 

BAPTIST  UNION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND 

The  Baptist  Church  House,  4  Southampton  Row,  London  W.C.  i. 

*  With  membership  in  Lebanon. 
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BAPTIST  UNION  OF  SCOTLAND 

The  Rev.  James  Scott,  M.A.,  Ph.  D.,  1 1 3  West  Regent  Str.  Glas¬ 
gow  C.  2. 

BAPTIST  UNION  OF  WALES  AND  MONMOUTHSHIRE 
(UNDEB  BEDYDDWYR  CYMRU  A  MYNWY) 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  R.  T.  Evans  B.A.,  Ilston  House,  94  Mansel  St. 
Swansea.  Wales. 

CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND 

Secretary:  Mr  I.  Leslie  Colver,  2 6  Shipley  Road.  Leicester. 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND 

Senior  Chaplain,  Lambeth  Palace,  London  S.E.  i. 

CHURCH  OF  IRELAND 

Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  General  Synod,  52,  St.  Stephens  Green, 
E.  Dublin. 

CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND 

The  Principal  Clerk  of  Assembly,  121,  George  Street,  Edinburgh  2. 

CHURCH  IN  WALES 

Secretary:  Mr  L.  S.  Whitehead,  39  Cathedral  Road,  Cardiff. 
Glam. 

CONGREGATIONAL  UNION  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Dr  S.  M.  Berry,  Memorial  Hall,  Farringdon  Street,  London  E.C.  4. 

CONGREGATIONAL  UNION  OF  SCOTLAND 

217  West  George  Street,  Glasgow  2. 

EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  IN  SCOTLAND 

Representative  Church  Council  Offices,  13  Drumsheugh  Gardens, 
Edinburgh. 

METHODIST  CHURCH 

Secretary  of  the  Conference:  The  Rev.  Edwin  Finch,  Methodist 
Church  House,  1,  Central  Buildings,  Westminster  London  S.W.  i. 

METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  IRELAND 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  W.  E.  Morley  Thompson,  Epworth,  Crosth- 
waite  Park,  West,  Dun  Laoghaire,  Co.  Dublin. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND 

General  Secretary:  The  Rev.  Dr  A.  D.  Harcus,  134?  George  Stieet, 
London  W.  i. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  IRELAND 

General  Secretary:  The  Rev.  J.  H.  R.  Gibson,  M.A.,  D.D.,  Church 
House,  Belfast. 
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PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  WALES 

The  Rev.  Prof.  W.  R.  Williams,  M.A.,  Tanybryn,  Llanbadarn 
Road,  Aberystwyth. 

UNITED  FREE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND 

Sec.:  Mrs  Wm.  Bell,  ii  Newton  Place.  Glasgow  C.  3. 

U.  S.  A. 

AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  W.  A.  Fountain,  242,  Boulevard,  N.  E. 
Atlanta  (Georgia). 

AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  ZION  CHURCH 

Secretary  Board  of  Bishops:  The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  W.  J.  Walls, 
4736  South  Parkway,  Chicago.  Ill. 

AMERICAN  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

President:  Dr  Em.  Poppen,  57  E.  Main  Street,  Columbus  15, 
Ohio. 

CHURCH  OF  THE  BRET  FI  REN 

22  South  State  Street,  Elgin  Ill. 

COLORED  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

c/o  The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  J.  A.  Hamlett,  2112  N.  5 th  St.  Kansas 
City.  Kan. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  CHURCHES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

287  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10.  N.Y. 

DANISH  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  AMERICA 

President:  Alfred  Jensen,  1232  Pennsylvania  Ave,  Le  s  Moines 
1 6,  Iowa. 

EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  AUGUSTANA  SYNOD  OF 
NORTH  AMERICA 

President:  Dr  P.  O.  B  e  r  s  e  l  l,  2445  Park  Avenue,  Minnea¬ 
polis  4,  Minn. 

EVANGELICAL  AND  REFORMED  CHURCH 

President:  The  Rev.  L.  W.  G  o  e  b  e  l,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  77  W.  Washington 
Street,  Chicago  2.  Ill. 

EVANGELICAL  UNITED  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Mr  R.  H.  Mueller,  1900  U.B.  Building,  Dayton  2.  Ohio. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST 

5340  University  Avenue,  Indianapolis  7.  Indiana. 

METHODIST  CHURCH 

Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops:  The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  ii. 
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MORAVIAN  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA  (NORTHERN  PROVINCE) 

President  Provincial  Elders’  Conference,  67  West  Church  Street, 
Bethlehem.  Pa. 

NATIONAL  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

President:  The  Rev.  D.  V.  Jemison,  1605  Lapsley  Street,  Selma. 
Alabama. 

NORTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Mr  Joseph  Hazen,  152,  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  16. 

POLISH  NATIONAL  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  OF  AMERICA 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Fr.  Hodur,  Prime  Bishop,  529  E.  Locust  Street, 
Scranton.  Pa. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S. 

Dr  E.  C.  Scott,  Stated  Clerk,  1120  Liberty  Bank  Building, 
Dallas  I  Texas. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA 

Dr  William  B.  Pugh,  Stated  Clerk,  Witherspoon  Building,  Phila¬ 
delphia  7.  Pa. 

PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

The  Presiding  Bishop,  281  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10.  N.Y. 

REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 

Dr  A.  L.  W  a  r  n  s  h  u  1  s,  156,  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10.  N.Y. 

THE  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS: 

FIVE  YEARS  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS 

Secretary:  Mr  Errol  T.  Elliott,  ioi  South  8th  Street,  Rich¬ 
mond.  Indiana. 

general  conference  of  the  society  of  friends 
The  Secretary,  1515  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

YEARLY  MEETING  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF 
FRIENDS  OF  PHILADELPHIA  AND  VICINITY 

The  Secretary,  302,  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

ROMANIAN  ORTHODOX  EPISCOPATE  IN  AMERICA 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Policarp  P.  Morusca,  Presiding  Officer,  ‘Vatra 
Romana’,  Grass  Lake.  Michigan. 

SEVENTH  DAY  BAPTIST  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

Cor.  Secretary  Mr  Courtland  V.  D  a  v  1  s,  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Building, 
510  Watchung  Avenue,  Plainfield  N.J. 

SYRIAN  ANTIOCHIAN  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  (ARCHDIO¬ 
CESE  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ALL  NORTH  AMERICA) 

The  Most  Rev.  Antony  Bashir,  Archbishop,  239,  85th  Street, 
Brooklyn  9.  N.Y. 
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UNITED  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

President:  The  Rev.  C.  N.  Carlsen,  710  V.  Jackson  Street,  Blair. 
Nebraska. 

UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 

President:  Dr  Franklin  Clark  Fry,  231  Madison  Avenue,  New 
York  16. 

UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

Dr  O.  H.  Milligan,  805,  Taylor  Avenue,  Avalon,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  2.  Pa. 


WEST  INDIES 

ANGLICAN  CHURCH  OF  THE  WEST  INDIES 

The  Rt.  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Jamaica  and  Archbishop  of  the  West 
Indies,  Bishop’s  Lodge,  Kingston.  Jamaica.  B.W.  I. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

OLD  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  OF  YUGOSLAVIA 

(altkatholische  kircfie  jugoslavien  der 

UTRECHTER  UNION,  ZAGREB). 

REFORMED  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  OF  YUGOSLAVIA 

c/o  The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Agoston  Sandor, 

Reformovani  Episkop,  Feketic-Backa. 

CHURCH  OF  THE  EAST  AND  OF  THE  ASSYRIANS 

His  Holiness  Mar  Sfiimun,  6346  N.  Sheridan  Road,  Chicago  40. 
Ill. 

SALVATION  ARMY 

The  Salvation  Army  International  Headquarters,  Denmark  Hill, 
London  S.E.  5. 

UNION  OF  THE  ARMENIAN  EVANGELICAL  CHURCHES 
IN  THE  NEAR  EAST 

President:  H.  Apkarian,  c/o  American  Mission,  Beirut.  Lebanon. 
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